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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pan,, and read prayers,

QUESTION—PERTH SANITARY SITE.

Mr. BROWN (tor Mr. Smith) asked the
Premier: 1, Is he aware that the present
city sanitar y site and rubbish depot is within
two and a half miles of the Perth town hall
and within o quarter of a mile of existing
settlement? 2, Is he aware that a deputa-
tion from the Perth road beard waited on
the Colonial Sceretary and pointed ont the
grave danger to the public health? 3, s he
aware that the Colonial Seeretary has replied
te the deputation that he has agreed with the
¢ity couneil to remove the depot half a mile
further away? 4, Docs he think, in the in-
terests of the public health, that the sani-
tary depot should be so close to settlement?
i, Does he know that the sanitary depet is
sitnated in an area of 1,000 acres that should
be used as a peopla’s park and recreation
ground? 6, Will he take steps to have the
Perth depot moved to the northern end of
the resevve, alongelde the present Maylands
depot? 7, Will he take steps to have this
reserve madle availablc as a people’s park

and recreation reserve and vested in the
local authority?
The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, Yes.

3, Yes. 4, It iz considered that if removed
to the sclected site no danger should exist,
5, It is suggested that Perth is well supplied
with parks and recreation grounds., The pre-
sent use of this area will not prejudice its
futvre use for this purpose if such becomes
necessary. 6, No, The depot is best placed
in the centre of the block, as it is then a
reasonable distance from settlement on all
sides. The new site is already seven miles
from the furthest point of collection, 7, Not
at present.

QUESTION—PUBLIC BUILDINGS,
ROOFING MATERIAL,
Mr. BROWN (for Mr, Robinson) asked
the Minister for Works: 1, What public
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buildings are in .course of construction hy
the Works Department? 2, Are they speei-
fied to be roofed with iron or tiles? 3, If
with the latter, why is the locally made
article passed over?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, See list attached. 2, Sec list attached. 3,
All buildings that have been creeted dnring
the war have becn roofed with second-hand
iron, stocks being collectod from the gold-
fields and obszolete buildings not required. In
addition to second-hand iron, the Govern-
ment Stores have in hand a large quantity of
iron purchased during the war. This iron we
are now drawing on for all buoildings, and
will eontinue to do so until it is exhausted.
For. any buildings in the eity or metropolitan
area every effort will be made to utilise
local nmtermh buf the cost is the governing
factor.

BULLDINGS IN COURSLE OF'CONSTRUCTION.

Name of Bullding, E fropedr | Renorks,

Guildford Schoo), Additlons | Iron
Nalkain Hall nnd 8chool ... do. Country.
Perth Repatriation Depart-

ment, Tradesmen's \\'oﬂ. .

shops do.
Cundenup School ... do.
Woodman's, Point Quaran:

ting Station, Laundry

Store, cte. | do. ...} Additions.
Balingup School Quurt.crs,

Additions .. do.
Wyndhan Post Omce. Addle

tlons do,
Moora Sclmol Additions ... do.

Porth Tostal Stores, Addi-
tions do.
Pemberton Seliool and Quar-

9 da, ... | Country.
Collte Infants® School do, ... | Additdlons,
Narrogin Savings Bank ... do. do.
Albany School, Re-roofing ... Shlugh.s Departmentals
Ellis Creek Sclmol Additions | Lron .

New (.10, Pert Ashphalt
Merredin "Hoapitul “Removal
from Bulong Iran Removal and
re-erection,
Claremont Old Men's Homo,. I
Additlons .. do. ... ) Small,

DEPARTMENTAL WORKS.
Go;ernmcnt- Printing Qfice, I

e ... | Tron
Clackling School Quarters,,, do, !
North Cunderdin  School

Quurt.crs o do,

27th November, 1916.

QUESTION-HOSPITAL FOR THE
INSANE.

Mr, O'LOGHLEN {for Mr. Jones) asked
the Ceolonial SBecretary: 1, Ts he aware that'.
a petition is being cirenlated ot the Clare-
mont Hospital for the Insane, during houra
of duty, for signature by the atteudants, ex-
pressing confidence in the Inspector General?
2, Ts he aware that the petition was drawn
up by the Inspector General himself, or one
of his staff? 3, Was this petition drawn up
with the knowledge of the Governmenty 4,
If so, does the petition refer to the members
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of the select committee as ‘‘amatewrs’’? 5,
Does he approve of  public servants Dbeing
contronted with a petition whigh affects the
Hearl of their department, who lias the power
to discharge them?

The COT.ONTIAL SECRE TAR\' replied:
1, A petition expressing confidence in the
Inspector Geucral has been veeeived.” 2, No,
3, No. 4, Answered by No. 3, 5, There is
no objection to public servants expressing
their views to a dinister by ineans of a peti-

tion, Tt is the right of the huwmblest sub-
jeet.
Mon, W, €. Angwin: 1 shall rcad the

petition later on,

QUESTION—ARBITRATION COURT
AGENT.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Yesterday T asked o
qucstion ot the Premier regarding the agent
appearing in the Avbitration Court. No re-
ply was given, and the question (oes nog ap-
pear on the Notice Paper to-day.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Premier stated that’
the information was being obtained. . .

Mr OLOGHLEN: T want a rveply through
the Notice Paper.  Will the Premier have
the question restored to the Notice Pflpcr to-
morrow?

Mr. SPEARKER: It will be put on the
Notice I*aper to-morrow,

QUESTION—AUDITOR GENERAL'S ,~

REPORT.

Hon. . COLLTER (without notice) asked
the Premier: Can le give uny information
as to when the Auditor General’s report will
he ready. .

Mr. O’Loghlen: We Irave had the Quéens-
land Auditor General’s veport.

The PREMIER replied: 1 cannot give any
definite information, Some time ago I ex-
plained the cause of the delay,
I then told the hon. member that the ré-
port would be here at the end of the month.
I believe that is the position still,

Hon. P, Cellier: Tt is a most e\'trnordin‘lry
deiay.

The PREMIER: Yes, due to no f'{ll]t— on
the part of the Auditor General.

Fou. P. Collier: You will sce hy this
morning’s paper how up-to-date they are in
Queensland, and how valuable their report
is.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

;0;1 motion by Mr. Hudson, leave of ab-
sence for two weeks granted to Mr. Under-

wood (Pilbara) on the glollnd of lugcnl; pri- -

vato buginess,

and I think

| ASSEMBLY.|

4
BILLS (2) —TILIRD READING,
1, Divoree Atendment.” )
Returned to the Conncil with amendments.

2, Municipal Corporations Act Amendment.
IIY

- Pransmitted to the Council,

BILL—SAUE OF LIQUOR REGULATION
ACT CONTINUATION,
Sceoml reading.

. The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. T. P\
IJ:.Lpul—\\’est Perth) [4. -l»ﬂ_| in oving the
seeond  reading said: This is a very short
Bill; it is simply meant to continue the pro-
visious of the Sale of Liguor Regulation Act
of 1913, The object of the Bill is really to
continueg the present tralding hours of nine
to nine. Tt is desirable thot these hours
shall be kept. At this stage of the session
it wouhl he impossible to bring forward an
amendment to the Licensing Act which might
involve contentions clauses. I think all par-
ties nre agreed that nine to nine are suitable
hours for the keeping open of lotels, and T
trust the House will pass the mensure. Tt is
really important to the community that the
present hours should he kept. T move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Mo, DURE (Clavemont) ([4.41}: T sup-
port the Bill. When the Act was passed
1915 the Covernment intended that the cluhg
should fall into line with the hotels. Ap-
parently thiz has heen overlooked awl the
result, ux most of us know, is that when =«
troopship arrives, a notice is inserted in the
Press by the military authoritics stating that
the hotels will be closeill from a certain hour,
perhaps from mid-day till 9 pm,

The Attorncy General: That does not come
under this measnre,

Mr. DU L am just referring to the
treatrment of ciubs iu comparison with the
treatment of hatels,

.The Attorncy General:
affecet that.

AMr, DUFF: We find that lhotels are closed
rigidly at @ p.m, while the clubs then have
a rugh of huginess, This i3 not fair to the
hotels whieh pay heavy license fees and havo
to earry out the Ticensing Aet in its en-
tircty.

Mr, BPEAIKER: The hon, member is not
in order in cliscussing the Licensing Act un-
der this Bill. He ean refer to it by way
of argument, but must not diseuss it This
is* merely a continuation BiIL

;:}[r. DURR: -T support the Bill
Question put-and passed.
‘Bill read a second time.

This Bill does not

T

In Comnnittee, ete.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment, and the
report adepted.

Bill read a third tlme and transmltteﬂ. to

"« the Leglslatwc Couneil.
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BILL—CARNARVON ELECTRIC
LIGHT AND POWER.

In Committee.

Regumed from the 11th November; Mr,
Stubbs in the Chair, the Atiorney General
in charge of the Bill

Clause 4—Special rate:

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T move an amend-
ment—

That the words ‘“to be called the ‘light-
ing rate’ ’* in lines 3 and 4, be atruck out.
The rate should be an ordinary loan rate,

Amendment put and passed; the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause G—agreed to.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported

with amendments, and the
report adopted.

BILL—DOG ACT AMENDMENT.
Seeond Reading,

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W.
J. George—Murray-Wellington) [4.53] in
moving the second reading said: This is a
litfle Bill which T think will reesive the
kindly consideration of hon. members, as T
understand its objeet is to provide additionzl
powers, principally of a machinery nature, to
those under the Dog Act of 1803. The pro-
posed amendments have been well considered
by various road board conferences and also
by individual road boards, and the opinion
ig that they are necessary. As I progeed, I
shall endeavour to make the necessity plain.
A section of the existing Aet provides that
before a person can hc summened for non-
registration of a dog it must be proved
that he has had the dog in his jossession
for 21 days. When attempts have been made
to put that section intg force, it has pgener-
ally been found that the dog is not therc.
The road boards desire an amendment which
will enable them to make it diffienlt for that
kind of business to proceed. Then there is
a diffieulty as regards the licensing of sheep
and eattle dogs. Many of the owners of these
dogs have an idea that it is not necessary to
obtain a license for them, as they are part
of 2 man’s tools of trade, in the same way
as an artisan’s implements are. Under the
prorosed amendment a diffieulty wicht arise
regarding the dogs of travelling drovers, and
for such dogs half fees nre preseribed. Under
the existing Aet, if a stray dog be captured
it mnst be kept for three days hefore it can
be destroved, Now in country distriets as
mnech damage is eaused by so-called tame
dors as by the dingo. and very often more.
I do not think any does could be more de-
structive than the kanraroo dogs are in my
district. This BiN therefore provides that if
a road board officer finds a dog worrying
eattle of sheep, he may, if he cannot cateh
the dog, shoot it at once.

The Premier: That is done now.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes. At
the same time ome has a certain delicacy
about shooting a neighbour’s dog. The
amendment here proposed will allow of a
cage of that sort being dealt with promptly.
Under the existing Act aborigines are allowed
to keep dogs. The Bill provides that their
dogs must be registered and wear identifi-
eation dises in the same way as other dogs.
It is proposed, however, to register an ab-
origine’s dog free of cost. Yet another
Qiffieulty under the existing Act is that dogs
must be registered when three months old.
This has occasioned inconvenience in the case
of those aristocratic dogs called pomeranians,
which are largely bred for sale. It is pro-
rosed to extend the period to six months,
which I am informed can be safely taken ag
covering the weaning time and the selling
age, thus allowing the animal to reach its
permanent owner before being registered.
Amnother amendment proposed by the Bill is
to make the close of the'finaneial year the
30th June, as is the common practice now.
Attempts have been made to introduce vari-
ous amendments in another place. I am
given to understand that the Kennel Club
are mubch interested im the matter, and are
desirous of introducing those amendments
here. T think, however, that the Bill will be
found to be quite complete without the set-
ting up of any authority besides that of the
Government. There are one or two small
amendments which T shail move in Comwmit-
tee. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Minister for
Works in charge of the Bill

Clanses 1 and 2—agreed to.
Clause 3—Amendment of Section 5:

Mr. PICKERING: The amendment is to
delete the words ‘‘twenty-one days.”’ Is it
intended that, immediately a dog comes into
one’s’ possession, it shall be registered forth-
with, or alternatively the owner be liable to
the penalty#?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It has
been found that a person keeping a dog has
pleaded the 21 days’ notice on the first visit
of the inspeector, and that on the second visit
the dog is not to be found. The clause cer-
tainly provides for immedinte registration.

Hon. P. COLLIER: This is an unreason-
able clanse, Whilst the 21 days’ grace may
have enabled some owners to escape regis-
tration, this is going to the other extreme.
If a gtrange dog. were to follow one home,
one would be liable" to the penalty for not
hawing registered the dog. Surely some period
should be allowed, if only 10 minntes, be-
tween the acquiring of the dog and its re-
gistration. An owner in the country would
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forthwith have to make a special trip to the
registry office, perhaps 20 miles away.

The Minigter for Works: Make it seven
days.

Hen, P. COLLIER: No, 1 think 14 days
would be more reasonable. Indeed, I think
the 21 days might well remain,

Mr. PICKERING: I cannot sec the rea-
son for the proposed amendment. T prefer
the provision in the existing Act.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There is
reason in what has been said, but T should
like to see the period of 21 days redueced.
Seven days would be quite sufficient to allow
before registration.

Hon, T. WALKER: I agree with the
leader of the Opposition. The thing is uot
worth tinkering with, and there is a danger
in making any alteration.” Take the case of
a dog in the country straying to a neigh-
bour’s farm a few miles away. An inspee-
tor pays a vigit before that ncighbour has
a chance to return the dog, and so that man

with whom the dog is temporarily staying-

becomes liable to the penalty. If dogs have
heen going wunregistered because of the 21
days period, it is merely ovidence of the
neglect of the local aumthorities.

Clause put and negatived.
Clanses 4 and 6—agreed to.
Clause 7-—amendment of Section 15:

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Why is this list
to be supplied to the police? Is it mercly
to place additional duties on the polieet

The MINISTER TFOR WORKS: 7The
road boards have asked for the assistance
of the police in seeing that dogs are regis-
tered. If it is found that the duties on the
police are more than théy ean earry out,
some relief will be afforded them.

Hon. T. Walker: Let the local authorities
do the work.

The MINISTER FORE WORKS: The
loeal authoritics ecannot do it all. If the
police have a list of the dogs they can drop
on to the owner of an unregistered dog.

Hon. P. COLI.IER: I object to loading
up the police- with all sorts of duties, even
to the responsibility of catching stray dogs.

It must be the intention of those responsible

for the Bill that it shall in future be part
of the duties of the police to go locking for
stray dogs.

The Minister for Works: It is part of
their duty now.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Nothing of the sort.
Picture the 60 or 70 policemen who report
for duty to the Roe-street barracks every
morning lining up to sean the list of um-
registered dogs, which will be altered every
day. Why, each policeman would nse up a
note-book once a week in putting down the
particulars of each stray dog? The Quties
and responsibilities of police officers are
jmportant. They should not be degraded, as
it were, by their being made to pur-
sue strest pups. Fancy a policeman getting
into an argument with some fashionable
lady who bad a poodle in her arms and re-

.
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fused to register it. We ecan picture the
struggle between the constable and the lady
when the constable tried te seize the poodle
in order that e might take it away aund de-
stroy it, according to the Bill. The fees go
to the Jocal geverning bedies and they should
tanke the responsibility of collecting them,
I am opposed to making ‘‘poo-bahs’’ of the
ecustabulary of the State,

The Minister for Works: That is not so.

Hen, P, COLLIER: It is not a police-
man’s work to chase dogs about the street
and to shoot unregistered dogs, or earry them
down to the river to drown them there, I
object to the clause altogether.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In the
Dog Aect of 1903 provision iz made for the
seizure of dogs, and for the officer of the
police station to sign an anthority for such
being done. This Bill, thevefore, is not add-
ing any further dquties to the police.

Hon. P, Collier: This is a chance of amend-
ing the law.

Hen. W, C, Angwin: Yon are going to
make them do something which they did not
do before. The police are to colleet the fees.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is not
in Perth that the Bill will be of most nse,
but in the country distriets.

Mr. Chesson: There nre mnot sufficient
police there now.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This

clause will be of assistance in enabling the
police to see that dogs in the country are
kept under proper eontrol, The greatest
trouble the sheep farmers have is not so
much from the dingoes us from the dogs
that are kept as kangaroo dogs, :

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Then the local officers
should attend to that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: How e¢an
they do that in the Darling Ranges, for in-
stance?  The police travel through these
ranges at stated intervals, and can take
steps to see that the dogs are kept under
control. T'rom Armadale to Bridgetown
there are numerous dogs kept by timber
hewers for the purpose of hunting kanga-
roos, and these dogs frequently become
sheep Killers and the farmers have to suf-
fer,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: This Bill will not
proteet the sheep. -

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It will
Tf a constable sces & dog without n dise,
he has power to deal with it.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Then it is the dise
that proteets the sheep,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The con-
stable knows from the list he has whether
people have registered their dogs or not.

Hon. T. WALEKER: The dogs the Minis-
ter refers to are most of them registered.

The Minister for Works: They are not.

Hon. T. WALKER: Then there is some
laxity in the administration of the Act and
this Bill will not help it.

The Minister for Works: In the particu-
lar distriet of which 1 am speaking, the
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road bhoard office is 23 miles away from the
mili.

Hon, T. WALKER: Fven so, it has its
officers.  Apparently this i3 a scheme to
enalle road board distriets te shirk their
dutics. It depends on the road beard offi-
eers whether this measure will be effective
or not. Somc of the road board seeretaries
find office work more congenial than they
would find this hunting after dogs. They
want to keep all the revenue they ean and
have their salaries paid, at the cost of the
police. If the loenl authorities are to get
the reveiue they should tuke the responsi-
bility. T object to these methods. The
road board shoulidl perform its funetions.
Whether the police are required to under-
take these dnties or not, the fact remains it
will not prevent stray dogs from destroying

sheep, Most of these dogs are trained and
they will kill sheep, whether registered or
not. The owner of the sheep has his re-

dress in the ordinary eourse. It is not for
the policeman tn proteet the farmers in the
way gngpested,

The Minister for
ing the road boards,

Hon. T. WALKER: Yes, but at whose
cxpense? The snggestion is that it should
be at the expense of the policeman, de-
grading him in his duty. :

Mr. Maley: Tt is not more degrading te
a policeman than to an officer of the road
board.

Hon. T. WALKER: VYes, it is, because it
is not the legitimate funetions of the police-
man, whereas the road board secretary is
paid to do this work. The road board offi-
cers should not be permitted to shivk their
duty in this wny and pass it on to the police-

Works: You are nssist-

men, There iz another point to Dbe con-
sidered and it is this: how often iz a poliee-
maan  seen  in Yelbeni, Kununoppin, or
tricts? Tor instunce. how often is a police-
man seen in  Yelbeni. Kunnuneppin, or
Yorkrakine? Who registers the dogs in the
meantime? It is the road board secretary

who performs that funetion. Tt is absurd

to cxpect n policeman whose headquarters’

may be, and very often are, a long distance
away from different centres in his district,
to go and see whether new-born pups are
registered or not.

The Premier:
now.

Hon. T. WALKER: And the active road
board secretary sces that they are regis-
teresl. It has nothing to do with the work
of the policeman at present. Suppose this
were anplied to - Perth and Fremantle,
What would be the cffect?

Hon, W. C. Angwin: In Perth they wonld
pav off an officer at once.

Hon, T. WALKER: And in other places
thev have officers to deal with these mat-
ters,

M. Piesse: The clause docs not say that
the wolice must take action.

Hon. T. WATLKER: Tf that is so,
is the ‘good of the clanse?

They must be registered

what
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If mem-
bers will turn to the original Aect they will
see that Seetion 15 provides for the posting
up of a list in the uffice of the local antho-
rity, showing the persons who have regis-
tered dogs in the area during the current
year, the registered numbers of those dogs
and so on, and any person who applies may,
on payment of one shilling, secure a copy of
the registration receipt and other particu-
lars regarding any dog so registered.  This
list, it will be seen, has to he made ont and
all that is meant is that a copy of the list
has to be handed to the police. 'Chis mazns
that the econvenience nf the people in ihe
country districts will be met by providing
another place where they can inspect the
list of registered ¢logs and owners, instead
of perhaps having to go 20 miles or so to
the rond hoard office, Members have made
fun of the provision hut the Bill is a prae-
tienal one and the provisiong will not work
in any direstion sueh’ as suggested by mem-
hers. We are net attempting to degrade 1he
policeman in any way,

Man. P. Collier: Let us postpone this Bill
and get on with some important work.
~ Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The Minister ssid
at the ontset that the purpose of this elanse
wag to enable the poliseman to zolleet fees.
Now he says that if is not.

Flon., P. Collier: e is
ground,

Flon, W, ¢. ANGWIN: Therc are several
police stations in some distriets, so what
wonld be the use of one extra list? Un-
doubtedly it is the duty of the road Dboard
officer to colleet the fees. We have made
the police traffic inypectors; in the country
districts they are collectors of licenses for
vehicles and now you want them to be eol-
lectors of dog licenses.

The Minister for Works: We are not ask-
ing them to colleet dog licenses.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : What is the good
of it¥ T hope this clause will be struck
out,

Mr. MONEY: We have been discussing
some matters quite outside the amendment
of the Act. There is nothing proposing
gny extra duties upon policemen at all. The
duty is jmposed upen the road board seere-
tavies. The only thing that the elausc pro-
vides for is an additional list, being the copy
of that which iz te be made out in any case,
and this has to be forwarded to the nenreat
polire atation.

Mr. O’Loghlen: What for ¢

Mr. MONEY: Evidently the conference
that was held went fully into this matter
and asked that this provision should be
made to assist in carrying out the law and
in the prescrvation of property. The object
of the Biil is to prevent the destruection of
sheep and that does not imply any ecxtra
duty on the police officers, It is their duty
to preserve property alive or dead and if
this eclanse works in that direction, it is
very moderate, If the road bonrds after

shifting lis
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due consideration, have asked for this
amendment, the Committee should pass it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Let us look into the
logic of the hon. member’s remarks. This
claugse he says imposes no extra duty upon
the polieec and he immediately proceeds to
say that it dces impose a doty on the
police,

Mr. Money: No, I did not.

Hor. P, COLLIER: The hon. member
said that the purpose of this clause was to
protect the sheep. IXf it is not going to
impose an extra duty upon the policeman,
how is it going to prevent the killing of
sheap, any more than the present Aetf The
hon. member gave himself away by arguing
that no extra duties would be imposed upon
the polies, and ten scconds afterwards say-
ing that it would be the duty of the police
to protect property.

Mr., Money: Yes, to protect property.

Hon. P. COLLIER: How could they do
that unless they were more vigilant or ad-
ministered the Act in a more energetic way
than they have done in the past? One of
the hon. member’s arguments was destrue-
tiva of the other. What is the object of
the clause if nothing js to be done?

My, Money: The police will not be com-
pelled to rend the hst.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Then why send the
list to the nearcst police station. I suggest
that we should veport progress and get on
with more important work., Every elanse
in the Bill is objectionable and T intend to
oppose each one as it comes up.

Progress reported.

BILT—SAND DRIPT.
Second reading.

The MINISTER FOR WORES (Hon, W.
J. George—Murray-Wellington) [5.53] in
moving the seeond reading said: This is
only a small measnre and a perfectly simple
one. The object is to repeal the Sand Drift
Act, 1889, and fo re-enact that statnte with
amendments which exzperience has shown us
are necessary. One of the objeet of the Bill
is to cnable local auwthorities to require an
owner or occupier of land where a drift of
sand is causing a nuisance to plant the
ground with marram grass, in order to abate
that nuisanee, or to adopt such other mcans
as the loeal auwthority may think fit. Tt
is 20 years since marram grass was first
planted at Fremantle, and its growth has
proved a complete suecess in the direetion
of preventing the drift of sand. There are
other places also where the grass was success.
fully planted some years ago, namely, along
the ocean beach at Cottesloe and elsewhere,
but there are lands which are privately
owned and which have been cut up into allot-
ments and sold, from whieh Arifts of sand
have taken place and created a nnisanre
over constructed roads,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. W. (. Angwin: The greatest nuis-
ance ariges from the drifts from Government
owned land.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
may he so. The object of the Bill is to com-
pel owners or occupiers of blacks to do their
duty by way of planting marram grass
wherever it is found that the planting of
that grass will have the cffect of preventing
the drift of sand, and if that iz not done,
power js given to the local authority to
carry out the work and recover the sost from
the owner of the property,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The sand from Gov-
ernment Jand will drift again as quickly as
it is moved.

Hon. P, Collier: Why should not the Gov-
erument plant their land with marram grass?

The MINISTER FOR WORES: I have
no doubt that if the matter is wrungnt under
the notice of the Government it will receive
consideration, I move—

That the Bill be now read a sccond time.

On the motion by Hon. W, C, Angwin ‘le-
hate adjourncd.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1918-19,
In Committee of SBupply.
Resumed from the provieus day;
Stubbs in the Chair,
Vote—Railways, £1,746,621:°
Mr. CHESSON (Cue) [5.57]: I wish to
enter a protest against the nogleet on the
part of the Railway Departnent to provide
sleepers for second-class passengers on the
train from Perth to Meckatharra. This is
the longest railway journey in the State, and
whilst the department make cvery provision
for stock, they entirely neglect human heings,
We see the Murchison train leaving the Perth
gtation overcrowded so far as the second-
class carriages are concerned, the travelling
pablic being erammed in the compartments
like sardines in a tin. On the castern gold-
fields line and on the Albany line some at.
tention is shown to the sccond-class passen-
gers.  Sleeping carriages are provided on
those lines, and the passengers are made as
comfortable ag possible. Why should not the
unfortunate people who have to travel the
longer distances to the Murchison be shown
the same consideration? We do not ask fer
a dining ecar, because we know that would
mean extra weight to earry, but we do think
we are entitled to sleeping accommodation
for those who cannot travel firsé-class. An-
other matter to which T wish to refer is
ibe closing down of the Day Dawn station,
There is a population at Day Dawn at the
present time of 300, half of that number
being adults. A little while ago a petition
containing 90 signatures was prescuted to
the Minister protesting againat the eclosing
of the station. The Minister received a
depetation on the subjeel consisting of Mr.
Troy, the member for Mt. Magnet, Mr.
Mills, M.L.C,, and myself. We put the
case on hehalf of the people, but we were-

Alr,
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met by the argument that there was a
main gtation four miies distant, that the de-
partment were out to economnise and that if
things at Day Dawa did improve, we might
get a station master again. 1 had informa-
tion from the Fiongal Company and from
some of the station owners which enabled me
to make the statcment that there had beon
an improvement in the business of the rail-
way station during the previons month. On
the 16th October I moved in this House for
o return showing—

1, The amount of eush paid at Day
Dawn as fares and freight during the
months of .July, August, awd September,
1919, separately. 2, The amount of.
freight on goods, steck, cte., from Day
Dawn for Lthe mouths of July, Angust, and
Septewher, 1019, which was paid at other
stations  Jduring  the  above-mentioned
mouths.

The information supplied by the aeting
Commissioner of Tailway} was as follows—

1. Cash paid at Day Dawn as frecights
and fares:  Fares aml freights, July, £268
19s, 1d.; Auvgust, £352 18s, 6d.; Septem-
Ler, £434 19, 31 toral £1,056 17s. 6d.
2, Freight collectod by other stations on

womls, live stock, ete, forwarded from
Day Dawn:  July, goods, £357 6s. 6d.;

livestock, £397 7= Sd.; parcels, 3s. 3d.;
total for .uly, £1,234 17s. Gd.  August,
goods, £294 13s. Gd.; Tivestock, £296 6s.
104, pareels, nil; total for August, £301
Os. <. Septomber, goods, £296 17s. 1d.;
livestock, £495 3s. Til; pureels, lds, Gd,;
tutal for September, £792 17s. 2d. Totals
for the three months, goods, £948 17s. 1d.;
livestock, £1,689 ds. 2d.; paveels, 173, 9d.;
grand total, £2,648 13s, 0,
Taking the total cash pafd at Dy Dawn as
fores and freights and the freight eolleeted
by other stations which should have been
credited to Day Dawn, the amonuts for the
respeetive months were, July, £1,525 168, Tdy s
Angust, £043 18s. 0d.; September, £1,227
I7s. 1d. The total for the three wonths was
£5,685 12s, 64, or an avernge per month for
the three months nnder rveview of £1,231
17s. 6d. Om these figures there was no jnati-
fiecntion for closing down the Dy Dawn
station. I'n Day Dawn there nre five hotels,
three stores, onc elnb, one butcher’s shop,
awl one bhakery, aud there are several big
stations in the vieinity which send their
wool and receive their goods through Day
Dawn, Dayv Dawn is ane of the bost sta-
tions on the line in that three wagons can
pull in at the one time and, when loaded
or unleaded, can pull out by another wiy.
At Coe there is not the same aecommoda-
tion for wagons. We have had no erughing
taeilities in Cue or Day Dawn for over two
years,  In Oetobor the Government battery
was opencd in Cee and most of the stone,
after the first round of erushing, will come
from the Fingal mine. That mine is con-
nected with the railway by a loop line and
the battery in Cwe was cvonneeted with the
giding to the railway, so that all the stone

-ditional hands being cmployed.
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from the Fingal minc ean be sent by rail-
way. The outlook for Day Dawn is brighter
than it bas been for 12 months. The wmines
are let on tribute and there ia talk of 50 ad-
This will
mean that each individual will carry others
with him and it is fair to estimate that 150
more persons will shortly be living in Day
Dawn. T visited thc town about three wecks
ago and found that 40 trucks were ordered
for the Iingal mine to convey 150 to 200
tong of stone from the miue to Boeogordie
hattery at Mount Magmet, There was also
40 tons of serap iron whiek had been eol-
leeted at the Fingal. In view of the buasi-
ress and the amount of freight passing
through this station, there was no justifica-
tion for closing it down. TUnder the exist-
ing avenngement there is no station-master
at Day Dawn. [ aoyome desires to book
trucks from Day Dawn, he has to order them
through Mt, Magnet, Mt. Magnet is not
connected  with Day Dawn by telephone,
while Cue, which is only four miles from Day
Dawn, has telephonic eommunication. When
aryone desires to cousign goods through Day

. Dawn, he has to fill in a consignment note

in 2 book left in a box on the station and,

‘when the guard comes along, he collects the

notes and hunts np the goods. This system
entails many delays to through trains.
Nearly all the trains from Perth reach Day
Dawn after midnight and when perishable
goods are sent to the town, they are left on
the station over night. There is no police-
man in the town and eomplaints have been
madce that goods have been missed. At day-
break, herds of poats make their way to the
station and a good portion of the perishable
gonods is destroyed by them. 1t will e only
a matter of time before we shall find goats
waiting on the platform for the trains to
arvive, 18 they seem to know there 13 no one
in charge of the station. Many have been the
complaints  regarding loss  through these
causes,  There are no fewer than six or
seven big sheep stations in the distriet which
seml  their wool aml stock  through Day
Dawn.  The supertntemdent of the Fingal,
who is chairman of the road hoard, has
made the statement that Juring one period
of six vears, the Fingal mine alone paid to
the railways Freights amounting to £82,000.
Yet na provision is made for the people in
this town simply beeause the place happened
to go «own a little. T do not blame the Com-
missioner of Railwavs. No doubt he is try-
iy to ecconomise, but it is nufair to the peo-
ple of the town that the whole cost for the
transit of goods from Cue should have to be
borne by them. 1 have a letter from the Fec-
retary of the road beard dated 9th Oetober,
1919, dealing fully with these matters. It
states— ’
At a meeting of the alove board lield on
Tuesday evening .last [ was iustrocted to
write to you- direet amdl enter n further
rrotest against the eclosing of the Day
Dawn railway station. The board consider
that the taking-away of both officers and
closing the station in one step, and with-



out any intimation that the department
was considering sich a step, was_entirely
unjustifiable and shows an absolute disre-
gard of the requirements of the inhabi-
tants of the town and distriet.  While
admitting that the traffic has gone down
and that one officer could probably do the
work, though it would necessitate him
working long hours on account of the
awkward times the trains come in, we do
not admit that it has gone dowu to the
extent stated hy the Commissioner; the
figures given by (he Commissioner do not
give a proper record of the business done.
If you ealled for a return of .all traffie
originating from Day Dawn whether
freight was paid in Day Dawn or not, you
would find a eonsiderable difference on the
Commissioner’s figures. The stock yards
here are the trucking vards for a big area
of country and a large number of stock is
sout ‘away to Midland weekly for which
Day Dawn gets no credit.  Another griev
anee is that now the station is shut people
requiring trucks te senill away goods arg
veferred to Magnet which is 40 miles away
and i3 not conmceted with Day Dawn by
telephone, wherens there is a station at
Cuee four miles away with which we are
connected by telephone.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.90 p.m.

My, CHESSON: Before tea I had partly
read a letter which I received from the seere-
tary of the Cue-Day Dawn road board. The
letter continues—

It is mow the practice to place all
the goods for Day Dawn on the plat-
form, where they remain till morn-
ing, and people have to go there and
take them, as the goods are on the
platform from 12 midnight till 8 or 9
am. It will not be a matter for wonder if
a large number of parcels do not reaeh
the right owners, especially as there is now
no policeman in Day Dawn, he having been
moved to Cue. It is stated that goods
could be sent to Cue, but that means for
business people four miles extra freight,
then gending a cart to Cue and back, cight
miles, meaning a big addition to the al-
ready high price of living. A man ap-
pointed ecaretaker at 10s, per week cer-
tainly eannot be expeeted to be of much
use as far as the distriet is concerned. We
earnestly hope that you will give this
matter your consideration and prevent such
an obvious injusticc bBeing dAone to a dis-
triet whieh in the past has paid large sums
to the Railway Department and may at
any time do so again, and which at the
present time is certainly entitled to have
one man and a station of its own, If this
station is to be closed because it ig only
four miles from Cue, why not close all the
stations within four miles of Perth, or why
not send the business to Magnet, which is
40 miles? Yours faithfolly, G, A. G,, See-
retary.

{ASSEMBLY.)

That is the position. The peorle there wouli
be satisfied if they had oune station-master.
Wo should provide every laeility for people
in the ontback country, instead of which we

.are taking away their facilities becanse the

traffic happens to have decrcased. It might
be argued that we are out to ceonomise in
every direction, But it should be considered
that during the last month ne less a sum
than £1,227 173, 1d. was taken in freights
antl fares which should have been credited to
Day Dawn. We ask people to go out back,
but what assistance do we give them? The
first time there is a little slump we take away
their facilitics, Tf their goods have to come
to Cuc and be carted cight miles, it means
that the people have to pay increased eost.
1f we reverted to the old time table it would
save three station masters along that line.
Tustead of leaving Perth at 7.30 pan. the
train should leave at 7.30 aun,, and the train
from Meckatharra should leave at 10 am.
Tt would mean tfat the stations along
that scetion would be passed in daylight and
there would be no need for night station
wrasters, Thig would save threc station mas-
ters and we could then have one at Day
Dawn. This secheme was put up to me a long
time ago by ome of the guards on the line.
Ounr present train service snits only the com-
mereial travellers. Under the old time table
the train would ge through the stations he-
low Mallewn at night time, but that wonld
not necessitate any extra  expenditure, for
they have two station masters at that point.
[f woe wish to make the ratlways pay, the
only posgible way of achieving it iz fo impose
a land wvalues tax, which would foree the
land owners te use the land along the rail-
way., At present we are merely penalising
the outhack sgettlers. During the war there
were two increases in railway freights, both
of which fell most heavily on the people out-
baek.

Mr. Hardwick: There will be
shortly.

The Minister for Mines: But not of the
samg kind.

Mr. CHESSON: I ask the Minister to go
thoroughly into this question and sce if some-
thing canuot be done in the intorests of the
people outback.

another

Mr. FOLEY (Leonora) [7.40]: I wish to
emphagise the point raised by the hon. mem-
ber in regard to any future inereases in rail-
way freights. The Government.will have to
take into congideration the question of mak-
ing the railways pay. I hope that, in doing
so, they will remember that during the war
period there was an increase in railway
rreight on almest every commedity used in
mining, Tt had a very bad effect on the
industry. If there is te be any increase in
vailway freiphts, the Goverament ought fto
gce whether they cannot hit upon some more
equitable means of raising revenwe from
those who use the railways. In my epinion
those who make their money through the nse
of the railways should he asked to pay.
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The people at the terminus do mot use the
railways with the same profit to themselves
as do those city traders who supply goods
to the people at the end of the line. Big
firms in Perth Qdoing bosiness with outback
residents should be compelled to meet the
ingreased railway freights. Under onr pres-
ent system the whole of the inerease falls on
the people at the end of the line. T have
heard many adverse comments on the ap-
pointinent of Mr. Backshall as railway in-
apector. During the war period it was pop-
ular to say that nothing was too good for
our soldiers, and it wag held that if therc
were any appointments in the Public Service
to be filled, they should be left until the
soldiers returned and had an opportunity
for applying for the vacancies,

Mr. Wilson: Tt was a good old promise.

Mr. FOLEY: Perscnally I was heart and
soul in favour of it.

Mr. Troy: 1t was a promise made by the
crowd you were mixed up with.

Mr. POLEY: I have no regrets for any
of iy actions during the war period. Un
the other hand I am proud of cvery aeciion
I have taken in any direction in which I
could assist those men who went away to
fight. Every ounce of energy I have had
and every hour of my time that T have been
ahle to spare sinee the war started has been
given freely and voluntarily in the cange of
these who went away to fight for us. Tf the
hon. member had done 2 hundredth part of
what I have done, and had endeavoured to
enlist ag T did, and having failed in that en-
deavoured to do cverything possible to assist
those who had enlisted, he would be in some
position to express an opinion.

Mr. Troy: Go on with your heroics. Keep
at it!

Mr. FOLEY: I am not putting up a bad
job on the hon. member I think. This iz a
job on whieh every man must speak for him-
self. I am speaking for myself,

Mr. Troy: You tried hard to!

The CITATRMAN: Order!
sion must cease.

Mr. POLEY: There was a ery that nothing
was too good for the soldier. Since the soldiers
have come back they have not had the op-
portunity of getting some of those positions,
which have gong to those who did not even
attempt to cnlist. This is one of those posi-
tions. We have now at the head of our rail-
ways a man who did go to fight, and I am
glad that a soldier has had the opportunity
of geiting that position and to hear that he
is making good in it.

Mr, Willeock: Do you not think he would
give the soldiers a fair chance$

Mr. FOLEY: An opportunity recently pre-
sented itself to the Commissioner to help at
least one of those who, before going to the
war, held positions in the railway servize.
Many of these returned soldiers, old railway
vervants, were cligible to fill the position that
was given to Mr. Backshall, but they had no
opportunity of getting it. T know of the
cagse of a railway employee who held the
position of inspector before he went to the
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Front, and whose son also went to the
Front, but instend of being given an oppor-
tunity of getting thie position he has now
leen sent to some remote portion of the State.
1 know of many other instances of the same
kind, The man who got this position, how-
ever, did not go away to the Front. He had
not cven filled the highest pesitiou in that
particular branch of the serviee before being
given this important post.

My, Willeogk:; Neither did the Commis-
sioner himself,

Mr. FOLEY: If there had been no re-
turned railway employce fit for the position,
and if it had therefore to bg given to a man
whe had not been to the Fromt, there might
he no eause for cemplaint, but in my opinion
there arc men in the service, who have re-
turned from the Front, quite capabile of fill-
ing the position, The first opportunity the
Commissioner had of putting inte practieal
offoct the prineiple that was put into effect,
go far as he himself as a returned soldier
was coneerned, he allowed to go by. 1 con-
tend that the acting Commissioner has not
stuck up for that policy which the country
put into effect as regards himself, I am
sorry to see that this was not donme.

My, Willeock: You are implying that he
did not give the soldiers a fair deal,

Mr, TOLEY: I say that those soldiers
who held positions as ingpeetors in our rail-
ways, and who had at ordinary timea to per-
formn the sorvices which Mr. Backshall will
be ealled vpen to perform, should have had
an opportenity of getting that position.

The Minister for Mines: There is no man
in the serviece who has done it,

Mr. Willeock: It is a new position.

Mr. FOLEY: It is » position of inspector,
There are many returned soldiers who are
inspectora in the service, 1 want the Min-
ister to justify the position, and the acting
Commissioner to justify his position, through
their having wpiven this position to Mr. Back-
shall when there were other men who went
away to fight, and who were fully qualified
to A1 it.

Mr. Wilson: T do not know that he is any
better qualified than soeme of the returned
soldiers.

The Minister for Mines: The Commis-
sioner of Railways should be a better judge
of that than you are.

Mr., FOLEY: I am sorry that our inspec-
tors who went away to fight were not given
an opportunity of gaining promotion in the
railway service. This position was new to
everyone and all should have had a chance of
getting it. Tt only shows that, whercas we
have given preference to returned soldiers in
appointing a man to fill the position of Com-
migsioner of Railways

The Minister for Mines: Wea did not.

Mr. POLEY: At all events we gave him
equal opportunity with others, and T con-
tend that the soldiers who fought side by
gide with him, and who previously held posi-
tions in the railway scrvice, should have had
equal epportunity with a man who did net
go awny to fight, The man who oot this
position is not necessarily more qualified for
it than any of the returned soldiers,
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opinion,

Mr, POLEY: I think the Minister and the
acting Commissioner should do something to
justify the attitude they have taken up in
this matter. There are those who went to
the Front and risked their lives for us, and
it is a poor recompense to these men that,
after 2ll they have done, they should be
passed over in this fashien.

Mr. GRIFFITHS (York) ([7.58]: 1 wish
to refer to the question of the use of Collie
coal during the summer months.  Towards
the end of last year ome of the worst fires
which has ever devastated the York and Bev-
erlay districts swept throngh those electorates
in December. On New Year’s Day I was
approached by one of the prominent farmers
of the York district, who ltost all his ecrop
and al! his feed, und he informed me that
the settlers were calling a big meeting in
York which they asked me fo attend. So
much danage had been done that it was
thought that the Government should eom-
pensate these people for the loss they had
suffered, seeing that the damage was due to
a fire caused by Collie cosl.

The Minister for Works: Was that proved?

Mr., GRIFFITHS: At that time the Gov-
ernment were using 100 por cent. of Collie
cond, whieh ia sufficient proof of the origin
of the fire.

The Minister for Minegs: Fires often hap-
pen quite apart fromn the railways.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: At this meeting, at
which there were about 100 persons present,
n resolution was passed as follows:—

The residents of the town and district
of York urge upon the Government, owing
to the extensive loss of erops, stock, pas-
ture and fencing caused by fires in the
district, the immediate necessity of aban-
doning the use of Collic coal in the apri-
enltural aveas during the months of No-
vember, December, and January.

This gentleman who induced me to attend
the meeting had, Auring the time that he
has bheen on hiz farm alongside the railway,
Jost considerably over £2,000 owing to fires
which had been caused by sparks from the
engines. When T got up to speak I stated
plainly to the people of York that the Collie
eonl industry was of just ag much impeort-
ance to me as the wheat industry. T said
it waa one of our primary industries, and
that T was quite prepared to do all I could
fo help that industry. At the same time T
feit that if the Government could not affix
a spark arrester to the engines or provide
some safegiard to the erops by eliminating
this spark nuisanee during the dry months of
the yvear, 1 wonld he quite in accord with the
resolntion, that if the Gowvernment could not
remove that danger they should proteet the
tarmer by using Neweastle coal during the
dry season. The member for Torrest the
other cvening made some joeular reference
to wmyself and my knowledge of spark
arreaters. T do not elaim to he particularly
well versed as to the merits or demerits of
any partienlar spark arrester. The member
for Collic informed me recently that a spark

Minister for Mines: That is your

[ARSEMBLY.)

arrester had been tried on an engine, aud i
had proved so satisfactory that no spark
was scen to eseape from the smokestack be
tween Brunswick and Perth, and that ther
was only a matter of a losg of some 1
minutes on the trip.

Mr. Wilson: That is correct.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: If tbat is so, it shoul
remove any objection to the use of Colli
ccal. I have in scason and out of seasor
urged that we should encourage our loca
product, and that it was a shame that we
should be paying out a large sum of money
as well as the freight, in bringing Newcastle
coal from the other side when we have larg:
supplies of coal of our own, which with
proper saleguards ought to he used to the
extent of 100 per c¢ent. on our railways, |
am now endeavouring to answer the membe:
for Forrest, and in doing that would like tc
read an extract from a published letter of
mine in reply to a eorrespondent signing him.
gelf ‘A, R,'—

Many people in Collie are muel
alarmed at the attempt of sems people tu
eripple one of the most important
primary industries of the State-—Collic
coal. [ have yot to learn that farmers or
any other people want to cripple the in-
dustry. If ‘‘AR.”” will read his peper
clogely he will find that no one has such
a desire. The farmer says: ‘‘Make Collie
coal safe to use in the dry months, other-
wige you must use a ¢oal that will not
burn us out of house and home.”” If
‘“AR.’ or the Government would pur-
chase the netting and wire, cut the posts
and fix up fences, rebuild sheds, home-
stecads ete, burnt down, purchase the
equivalent stock destroyed, and repay the
logses in feed, crops-and other property,
the farmer would not mind 8¢ mueh the
using of Collie coal during November,
December and Jannary, but the Govern-
ment burn ug out and refuse to refund,
and we refuse to submit quictly to be
ruined. ‘‘A.R.’’ asks a question: ‘‘Have
the farmera seen the sparks set the erops
alight,’’ and expresses the opinion that
York people are undecided as to whether
Colife coal ig the cause, There is no
shadow of doubt as to its being Collie
eoal.  The drivers, inspeetors, chief
mechanical engineer, and the Minister
know and admit it; do they not publiely
state that 100 per cent. of Collie coal has
heen used on the railways during some
considerable time past? Again, farmers
have men following each train along
their holdings on horsebatk to put out
fires. One scttler, Mr. C. Clifton, had his
erop set alight three times in oue day by
three suceessive trains, but fortunately
the wind was moderate and the out-
hreaks were scotched. ‘AR would
agk the farmer if he has firebreaks. Of
course he has. Where these firas were
worst there iz probably one of the best
firebreak protected properties in  the
State, but hurricane winds laugh at
ordinary firchreaks. In regard to cutting
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down of coal orders, does ‘“AR."’ really

live in Collic or in Perth. One wonders,

considering that all Collie must koow
that their biggest customers, the Rail-
ways, have been using very little New-

castle coal for a long peried; in fact, 100

per cent, of conl wsed to-day is Collie, Tt

ig  therefore hard to understand ecoal
orders being eut down and miners idle.

Yours cie.

The peint 1 want to make is that the Min-
ister should give ws some definite informa-
tion regarding spark arrvesters. The dry
geagon i3 getting close up, and I understand
that one of the difliculties in regard to
spark arresters is the variety in our types
of engines, a spark arrester suitable to one
type proving unsuitable to another. I hope
with all my heart to see 100 per cent. of
Collie coal in general use on our railways
throughout the year. I hope that will be
made possible by the reported evolution of
an efficient spark arrester whiech will re-
move the danger of fires, In backing up
the Collie ¢oal industry the member for
Coltie has no hearticr supporter than the
member for York, But farmers cannot be
expected to sit down quietly and see their
erops burnt.

Mr. Wilsen: If Neweastle coal is wsed
and sets fre to the crops, what will you
say then ¢

Mr. GRIFFITHS ;: Ts it not a fact that
Collie coal is more lable to set crops on
fire than is the Neweastle coal? :

Mr. ‘Wilson: No. There are more fires in
New South Wales than here,

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I remember travelling
to Perth from Greenhills just about the
time when fires were go prevalent, and the
train stopped nine times for tbe purpose
of extinguishing a fire. However, I want
to see Collie coal in general use on our rail-
waye throughout the year, Some time ago
a resolution was handed to me by the
Farmera’ and Secttlers’ Association asking
that the Country party should take steps
in Parliament with a view to imposing
greater responsibility on the Government
in cases where their locomotives caused
fires, If the member for Mt. Magnet, for
instance, whose property is alongside a
railway line, had 2,000 acres of feed burnt,
and sbheep burné, and fencing and a har-
vestar destroyed, he would squeal loundly.

Hon. P. Collier: In such a case there
would be compensation,

Mr. GRIFFITHS: A man at York took
up the matter with the Government in such
circumstances, but he did no goed, on
account, I understand, of not having been
on the spot when the fire started. I desire
to congratulate the Minister on his business
neumen in establishing trucking yards.
They are an ubsolute necessity. The Gov-
ernment have bheen very good to my elee-
torate in this regard, bot trucking yarda
shonld be established wherever sheep have
to be loaded. The subjeet of motor
ambulanees 1 referred to the other
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evening. They represent an excellent move.
With regard to the Commissionership I my-
self think the appointment of Licutenant-
Colonel Pope a wise one, and I very much
regret that some members have spoken dis-
paragingly of it.

Mr. Willeock: Who didg

Mr. Troy: No one did.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The
was in a peculiar position.
with discontent, and the
and ability and a certain kind of firmness
was  neeossary. Prom the ‘‘Raillway
Gazette’’ I gather that Colonel Pope ap-
proaches the men from the personal side;
and that in my opinion is a very tactful
move. I believe that Colonel Pope is going
to fill the bill. The financial forecast fur-
nished by the Minister is somewhat alarm-
ing, and ghould make members think,
[eavier freights and higher fares are fore-
casted,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The finances should
not worry you, sceing that last night youm
wanted millions spent,

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I did not ask for mil-
lions. The question to be considered by
Parvliament i3 whether the whole of the bur-
den of interest and sinking fund on the rail-’
ways should be borne by the people in the
mining and agricultural areas, -whether some
alteration of our railway poliey 'in that res-
peet should not he brought about. I would
suggest as an alternative the imposition of
a tax on the unimproved valne of all land in
the State. That secema to me much the fairer
conrse, At present the ownera of eity land,
who bonefit so largely from the railways,
escape their share of the burden. Now a
word in regard to the train service. When-
ever the tourist secason comes round there
is an outery from the southern seaport for
a more rapid and more frequent train ser-
vice. As the member for Albany is Minis-
ter for Railways, I presume something will
he done in that direction. I hope the Min-
ister will see if the inordinate wait at
Spencer’s Brook cannot be cut out, now
that there is a dining car on the train; and
the unnecessary waits at sidings should also
be abolished. In that event an hour or two
¢ould be cut off the time which the journey
te Albany now occupies, and there would
be a propontionate reduction in time of
transit as regards stations along the Great
Southern railway., The Minister told us
last night that at present requests for paint-
ing and renovation are unreasonable. Never-
theless, I venture to urge that the eovering-in
of the platform at York station should be ex-
tended. JIndeed, the long promiged and
long overdue improvements at York station
should be carried out. During the war the
department removed the goods office from
the goods shed, transferring it to the little
box that serves as the ordinary pargels
office and ticket office. At present five men
are working in that litile box, and it must
be very difficult for the staff to earry out
their duties while cooped up in such a small

railway service
1t was seething
exercise of taet
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spuee with telephone bells ringing and tele-
graph instruments buzzing, The whole of
the goods traflic of the station passcs
through that little office, as also work con-
neeted with parcels and tickets and gencral
routine. Probably York station is one of
the worst to be found on the Great Sou-
thern railway. With regard to cancellation
of trucks. 1 have been asked to investigate
a ecomplaint. I have written to the depart-
ment on this subject, and also made in-
quiries; but I do not seem able to get much
further in the matter. On the 10th Septem-
ber, 1918, a Mr. Taylor ordered threngh
Flder. Bhenton & Co.,, half a small truek to
catch the Midland Junction market en the
18th September. On the 11th Heptember
Elder Shenton advised him that the market
wasg full, but that they would order a truck
for the 25th. On the 12th Mr. Taylor wired
Elder Shenton to cancel the truck if pos-
gible, As Elder Shenton’s market of the
25th was short, they advised him lo for-
ward the stock. On the 20th Mr. Taylor
requested that care should be taken to in-
struet the York station-master to cancel the
truck, and on the 21st he wired Elder
Shenton following up his previous action.
When the train arrived on the 23rd or 24th
there was no truck. He tried to find out
whether it was ¢oming by the return train.
When the train arrived the next day, he
agked the guard about the truck; but there
was no truck, and the guard knew nothing
about it. It is quite right that people
ghould not be allowed to order trucks in-
discriminately and thep cancel their order
and so disarrange matters, But in this
case the man tried to cancel in reasonable
time. Notwithstanding, he has had to pay
£1 11s, 6d. That may be right according
to the regulations, but to me there seems
an element of unfairness in it. The Royal
Commisgion on the agricultural industry
directed the attention of Parliament to the
use of oil traction engines as likely to be
advantageons on spur lines. The Commis-
sioner recommended that inguiries should be
made into the matter. Mr. J. D. Connelly,
when in America, went carefully into the
subject; and he furnished a report whieh
was laid on the Table of the House. Ou
the 15th May, 1918, T agked the then Min-
igter for Railways what had been done re-
garding the report, and whether he had read
it. The Minister told me he had read
the report, but he proceeded fo speak in
very evasive terms regarding the nse of oil
traction cngines, saying that two of them
had been tried in the FEastern States and
had proved failures. That was not dealing
with the main issue, I have information

that at Take Louise, in  the  Roeky
Mountaine, they  have a traction
oil cugine operating very suceessfully.

I got a rcport from Mr. Darbyshire of the
Transcontinental Railway, and he pointed
out that there was no reason to suppose but
that these oil locomotives counld be snceess-
fully used with our system of spur railways.
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The oil locomotives would lend themselves
to use on our lines and would aid materially
in reducing the cost. That is of course if
oil were available. He seemed to think it
was a natter worthy of comsideration. He
pointed out that so far as this eclass of
engine wag councerned, the failure was not
altogether the fault of the engine, but it
was due to the wrong type of locomotive
uged, More than a hundred railways in South
America are equipped with motor trains in
many instances for general traffic, and in
some cases they have a trailer which ear-
ries 40 passcngers together with their par-
ccls and Juggage. It is claimed that the
operating cxpenses are very light, these be-
ing under As. per train mile. This result
has been obtained in Chili, but of course we
know that wages are very much lower there
than they are in Western Australia. The re-
port says—

Looking 2t the map showing the West
Augtralian rvailway system, it is very ap-
parent that the South-Western portion
lends itself in a remarkable manner to a
trial of the system outlined in your letter.
There are so many short spur lines
branching off the Albany line at close in-
tervals that it would appear a provision
of the motor trains would give. each hranch
a bi-weekly service. This I take it would
meet practically all requirements, especi-
ally if the train ran both ways on the
same day. During the busy season in the
agricultural areas the ordinary train ser-
vice would meet all requirements, and
the motor service would then be confined
to lines in the other areas, and permit of
necessary repairs, ete., being effected.

Before sitting down I would like to express
my pleasure at seeing amongst us once again
the member who represents the Collie coal
industry in this HMouse. I am glad to see
him here and T hope he will represent Collie
electorate for many years to cume.

Mr. WILLCOCK (Geraldton) [8.20]: T
do not want to adversley criticise the work-
ing of the present railways. 1 congratulate
the Government on having appointed a Com-
misgioner who, I think, will make good and
whose influence on the service will be of
henefit to the industrial conditions, and to
the men working in that service, and whose
influence will aiso be of advantage to the
people who use the railways. Also from a
railway point of view, I am sure he will make
the best use of the material he has at his
dispesal. 1 think the appointment is a good
onc. Colonel Pope has had many years of
experience, and if the Government dccide
to drop the Bill which appears on the Notice
Paper, having for its obect the appointment
of threec Commissioners, and will allow Co-
lonel Pope an opportunity of showing what
he ean do, say within  the next 12 months
or two years, I am convineced that there will
be no further talk about appointing three
Commissioners. The member for York (Mr.
Griffiths) referred to the coal used on our
railways, T would like to have a word to
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say in connection with that, becauvse it is one
of the things that we have no controel over
in regard to the fixing of the price. The
price of Collie coal is dependent on the price
of Newcastle coal which is set by the board
in New South Wales, There ean, however,
be a considerable improvement effected in
the transportation of the coal, We know it
doteriorates seriously through delay on the
rond and we find that there docs not ap-
pear to be anybody in charge of the trans-
portation of the coal. If a truek of coal
is consigned from Collie to Kalgoorlie it does
not appear to be anybody’s business to see
whether it takes that truck five or six days
or five or six wecks to reach its destination.

Mr. Maley: That does not apply only to
Coliie conl.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The transport depart-
ment is supposed to deal with these matters,
and ‘it should know whether the coal reaches
its destination in a week or whether it takes
a month. We know that when Collie coal is
exposed it deteriorntes to the extent of fully
30 per cent.

Mr. Davies: Does it take as long as you
have stated to reach its destination?

Mr. WILLCOCK: Trucks have been known
to be three or four weeks in reaching the
Murchison goldfields and other places. Dur-
ing the previons industrial trouble in Kal-
goorlic no one appeared to wake wp to the
fact that not so much coal would be required
in Kalgoorlic as had been uwsed hefore the
trouble began. They continued to send the
quantitics that were nsed when things were
normal, and consequently after the strike
had bheen in progress for some little time
there were 70 or 80 trucks of coal standing
in the yard deteriorating. If ordinmary busi-
ness methods had been followed, somebody
in control there would have reported the faet
that there was then not the use for the same
quantity of coal. Instead of that, day after
day and weck after week, the same quanti-
ties continmed to arrive in Kalgoorlie only
to remain exposed and to deteriorate. The
member for Collie was one of the Royal Com-
mission which investigated the Collie eoal in-
dustry, and he will bear me out when I say
that mixing the various eoals that come from
Collic improve the quality. It was demon-
atrated that the hard and the soft coals
when wixed gave a 10 per cent. better re-
eult. We find, however, that no practical
ateps have been taken towards earrying ount
the recommendation made by the Commission
in that regard. Perhaps it was not possible
at the time to do that, but to-day this should
bhe very easily and simply carried out. It
is enly a question of someone being in charge,
amdl on the coal reaching its destination it
could be mixed without any difficulty in the
overhead bins. These are in existence in
Perth, Fremantle, Geraldton, Northam, and
Merredin.  Then the mized eoal conld be
transferred to the loco. tenders, and the
hetter resnlt which it was demonstrated by
the Commission could be attained would
naturally follow. There does not appear to
be any reason why this mixing of coals
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should neot be carried ont, With reference
to the transport of goods service between
Midland Junetion and Northam, the men who
are engaged onm that work are employed in-
ordinately long hours, and we know that long
hours are not good for anyone, besides which
they prove very expensive, The Premier him-
self knows that long hours are not good, He
does not like sitting here after midnight.
The men on the railways do not like long
hours either. It is not good from the point
of view of health, and we know that the very
best service is not given in consequence.
Practically the same complaint was mado be.
fore with regard to the goods serviee be-
tween Perth and Pinjarra and Brunswick.
The condition of things en that line, however,
has been altered by the running of traina
short. There is a train now which shunts
between Perth and Pinjarra, and which takes
eight or nine hours td get there, whercas.
before, .each train wsed to do certain road-
side work, and a train which left Perth for
Brunswick woull take from 12 to 14 hours
to do the trip. By means of organisation it
was arranged that trains should eonly do a
certain work, and now we have one train
doing all the work ana running short dis-
tances. The same thing could be done in
connection with the stations between Mid-
land and Northam and also other places in
the State, If the change were brought about,
we would find the trains, instead of taking an
average of 11 or 12 hours, would reach Nor-
tham in eight hours, which is a reasonable-
time for anyone to spend on a locomotivae
at one streteh. 'There is another matter to
which 1 would like ta allude, and the Pre-
mier will be cognisant of the facts. T refer
to allowing stock agents to handle truckes.
It is about time that we reverted to the old
system, and allowed the Railway Department
to handle their own stoek. .

The Premier: There, are always two sides
to a guestion,

Mr. WILLCOCK: A majority of the peo-
ple will be prepared to put up with a little
inconvenience rather than have the stock con-
trolled by a few agents who are interested
in keeping that stock off the market, which
is the position at the present time. A fav-

"oured few agents, whenever stock commands

a high price, manage to pet trucks, while
those who are net so favoured cannot get
trucks, There i3 a certain amount of rolling
stock available, and I do not know that it is
the proper policy for a Gavernment instito-
tion to hand over the eontrol of some of that
rolling stock to any partieular set of indi-
viduals whose intention it is not to use it
for the benefit of the people as a whole. The
argument may be uvsed that the course fol-
lowed by the department may be of bhene-
fit to the owners of the stock, but it certainly
ia not of bhenefit to the consumers, and it is:
from that point of view that the Govern-
ment shonld give the matter consideration.
T think they should certainly do what
was done previously, and that is to
allow the stock to be controlled by the de-
partment itself and not permit what is being
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done at the present time. I understand the
Premier has given some consideration to the
question, but we have heard nothing as to
what decision has been arrived at, notwith-
stinding the fact that this phase of the
question has been before the Govermment for
three months, There is another matter to
which the Minister referred in intredueing
the Pstimates, and it is the pereentage of
locomotives out of repair at the present time,
Experts say that it is bad policy to have
more than 10 per cent, of the rolling stock
out of commission. At the present time wo
bave 118 out of a total of 400 locomotives
out of use. This means there is a capital
expenditure of about £400,000 lying idle and
not earning even interest. I know it has
been difficult to cbtein suitable material to
effect repairs but, with better organisation,
this big percentage of idle locomotives eould
be considerably decreased with benefit to the
gervice and benefit to the State. It is dis-
creditable to those in charge that over 25
per cent. of the rolling stock should be idle.
If a littie thought were given to the matter
those rvesponsible, instead of putting men off
when things were slack, would get the loco-
motives put into a stats of good repair so
that, when the busy times returned, there
would be sufficient locomotives to cope with
the whole of the traffic, Tf this were done,
the delays so often complained of doring the
last few months would not have oeccurred.
I believe the Minister was a passenger by
a train which was delayed for 314 hours
owing to a locomotive defect; and the Gov-
ernor on the occasion of his visit to Northam
had n somewhat similar experience. I do
not think he was too well pleased at being
hung up for am hour and a half.

Mr. O'Loghlen: It would noft hurt him.

Mr, WILLCOCK: No, but with a little
care, such delays would not be necessary.
The same engine had failed onee or twiee
during the previous week, but it had to be
kept on the road beeause another engine was
not aveilable to replace it. If a big prepor-
tion of the locomotives are kept idle, we can-
uot expect to have engines available- to re-
place those in need of repairs. I asked sev-
eral questions recently regarding washaways
on the northern line. These washaways are g
periodical occurrenee. They oceur every time
there is a flood in the distriet, with the con-
sequent stoppage of transport, serious ineon-
venience to the people, and a loss to everyone
who uses the railways, in addition to the
cxpenditure necessary for repairs. At the
193-mile on the northern line, I have seen the
road washed away for a distance of a mile.
Every time the washaway occurs, instend of
making permanent provision to prevent a
recurrence, the bank is merely re-constructed
as before and things go the same until the
next flood oceurs. Last fime a washaway
oceurred, it was decided to lower the line
to the level of the surroumding country and
about 2ft. of ballast had to be taken out.
Thig was thrown alongside the line for a dis-
tanee of about a mile. Consequently, the
water banked up; it had only ome little out-
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let and the line was again washed away for
a distance of 200 or 300 yards. This policy
of laying the linc on™a level with the sur-
ronnding country might be all right in some
parts of the State but, in big flat tracts
such as we have in the North, the policy is
not & good one. At present there is four or
five miles of track Inid on a level with the
sirrounding country and at flood time the
water rous over it to a depth of 2ft. or 3ft.
Even if the line were not washed away, the
effect of the water running over it is such
that the lJine is rendered wnsafe for a few
weeks afterwards, When the line was being
built, a washaway occorred 10 miles further
west. Provision was made to prevent a re-
currence, and there has not been a washawny
gince. [t ig rather unfortumate that a wash-
away did not oecur on the other part of the
line when the railway was being built, be-
cause, though it would have meant a little
extra expenditure at the time, a sum of
£100,000 or £150,000 since expended on re-
pairs at this ene particular place would have
been saved to the State. I do not know
whether the Government have eounsidered the
question of issning only single tickets. In
most parts of the world, if a mau wanfs to
travel from one part to another he buys a
ticket and is done with it. Here we
issue returu tickets. People might save
a little money but the return ticket
i3 of considerable inconvenience fo
them. Very often they do not know whether
they are going to return, and I see no justi-
fication for carrying a passenger over a cer-
tain distance for a specified amonnt and
bringing him back for half of that amount.
It costs so much to take an individual a cer-
tain distance, and it should not be a matter
of concern to the department whether he re-
turns or not. A single ticket to Cue costs
£4 or £5 but the return trip ean be made for
about £2 10s, The only advantage from the
point of view of the department ig that thoy
have the use of the money free of interest
for probably two or three months, There is
ne reason for issuing return fares.

Mr, Davies: There is a chance of a man
losing his return ticket.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Yes, and there is the
difficulty of ticket scalping and the expenge
of employing inspeetors and all sorts of dis-
abilities. The system of issuing single tick-
ets has been found successful in New South

"Wales, America, India and other parts of the

world, and if the department went seriously
into ‘the matter, I think they would come
to the conclusion that it would be good bus-
iness to ent out the return tickets altogether.
It might be all right to issue return tickets
for short journeys in the metropolitan area,
but cven there they could be abolished. On
the trams no one objects to paying single
fares. In view of the amount of moncy
spent in auditing and tracing these tickets,
the trouble due to scalping and the eost of
the devions methods of checking, the Gov-
ernment should consider whether the issuing
of return tickets ia worth while, They shounld
get down 'to a simple business propesition by
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undertaking to carry passengers to certain
places for certain fares and be done with
it. Supervision in the railway serviee is
eosting too much. We were told that the
new loco. depot at East Perth would enable
a considerable reduetion to be made in the
expenditure for supeivision, In that depot
there are 250 men, and over them are 13
or 14 foremen who do nothing but supervise.
We have loco. foremen, three sub-foremen,
threc shed drivers, lending boilermakers,
leading fitters, leading examiners, leading
carpenters, and leading painters. Now that
we have an up-to-date depot and everything
nceesaary for its successful operation, we
should be able to c¢ot out some of this expen-
diture. Jt should be sufficient to have anc
er two men in control. In all the districts
we have a large number of men who do no
work at all. In the Ways and Works we
have an engineer, an inspector of buildings,
inspectors of permanent way, leading fitter,
leading carpenter, leading painter, and so on,
all of whom de no work at all. It is about
time the department got down to work and
ent out some of these bosses. If one walks
through the Perth yards, every seecond or
third man he comes across is a boss who does
no work. This policy has been carried on for
so long that the men who do the work (o
not receive the remuneration they earn. The
vailways are going back; bosses are to he
found here, there and everywhere, and every
bit of correspondence from a man in the ser-
viee has to pass through eight or ten bosses
before it ean reach the Commissioner. The
eppointment of Mr. Backshall, although ad-
versely eritieised by the member for Leonora
(Mr. Foley) was, I think, a good move on
the part of the aeting Commissioner to
obviate the need for many matters passing
through so many hands. When there is a
derailment three different departments are
interested, the permanent way, the traffie,
and the loeo, and a joint ingquiry iz held.
The object of each ig to sheet home the blame
to the other fellow. The pormanent way
chap pretends that his frack was safe and
he blames the Traffie Department. The
Traffic Department blames the loco, man and
he, in turn, puts it on to the permanent way.

The Minister for Mincs: Finally it goes
to the office boy who was away on long ser-
vice leave at the time,

Mr. WILLCOCK: It does not matter
whether there is a reprimand or uot, the
bosses walk ahbout and take we responsibility.
We never hear of them heing reprimanded.
We want the Commissioner to find out who is
respensible but he eannot find it out. If iy
could be determined who was to blame steps
could be taken to ohwviate a recurrence of
the trouble. In the superintendent of opera-
tions, the Commissioner has a man with
practical expericnce in many branches of the
service, o man who will be able to interview
people on the spot and report direet to the
tCommissioner as to the party responsible. In
the past the object of the rgports which
passed through so many hands seemed to be
not te assist investigation, but to satisfy
some one without blaming anybody.
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The Minister for Mines: Unaveidable!

Mr., WILLCOCK: The policy of the Com-
missioter should not be so much to find some-
oug whom he ean hold responsible and pun-
ish as to ascertain the cause of the accident
and take steps to avoid any reeurrence. In
railway working, the employces have to take
certain rigks in order to get through the
worls, 1In some parts, if the railway mon
acted on the regulations of the role book,
the serviee would bLe hung up for days.
Therefore the men do take risks and do
things which, although contrary to the rules,
come off ninety.pine times out of a hundred,
to expadite the working of the serviee. If
v man happens to make s mistake in those
cireumstances and it is proved against him,
there should be no occasion to punish him.
I think the appointment of Mr. Backshall,
whe has had vonsiderable experience in rail-
way work, will be a good thing for the
scivice, Also he has had a great deal of in-
dustrial- experience, He understands what
the men want and so can avoid what has
beew the ¢avse of much of the industrial un-
rest in the past. Another thing which has
a bearing on the industrial question is the
svstem of twrning up the records of the men
it the service. In Quecnsland the system
is that if & man has done anything wrong
be is punished and fined but, if for the two
suceeeding years he maintains a good re-
word, his previous delinquencies are wiped
off the slate. TUnder our system a man may
have 10 or 15 years of unblemished service
to kis credit, vet if he applies for promotion
his record is turned up, and if it be found
that he did something away back in 1901
it eounts against him, That is not a proper
saystem at all. There is nothing more dis-
couraging to a railway man than to be con-
tinually fined and reprimanded and then
after a elear rwn of three or four years, if
he applies for an improved position, to have
the old charges raked up againat him and
hig chance of promotion spoilt. TE the Gov-
ernment were to adopt the Queensland
poliey of wiping off the crime shect, as the
military term it, after a given period of
cxcmplary conduct, much more satisfactory
results would be achieved. Two or three
years of ood faithful serviee should he
sufficient to wipe off at least minor blem-
ishes of an earlier period. I myself have
experienced the discouragement of finding
old scores raked up against me when T ap-
plied for promotion. It does not give much
encouragement to try to aveid biack marks,
The member for Cue (Mr. Chesson) referred
to the disposition of officers. I do not think
the best nse is being made of men in the
department. On the northern line a station
like Wurarga with a traffic of about 10
tons per month has a station-munster, where-
as Pindar, the next station, with ten times
as mueh traffic, particularly when the wool
is eoming in from the Upper Murchison, has
mno station-master. In regard to the res
cent arrangement made at Geraldton for the
handling of wool, the department was col-
leeting one shilling a ton from the wool



merchants and the men in the town were
paid 13s. 4d. for handling the wool, while
the men in the Railways were paid only 1ls.
Industrial trouble eusued in consequence,
but the department would not inerease the
rates, and finally an arrangement was made
with the merchants that they were to load
and unlead their own trucks, The depart-
ment allowed 7d. per ton rebate to the mer-
chants for loading their own trucks. On
this rchate an ordinary man could earn for
his employer 17s, or 18s. per day on the
morage output, and the department, instead
of paying the men 13s, ¢d. and rctaining the
difference, gave this rebate to the mer-
chants, whoe paid the men 133, 4. and re-
ccived from the department, on the ordi-
nary working of one man, about 18s. Gd.
per day. The department counld just as easily
have deue the work itself and saved the
difference. The work was given to the mer-
chants solely Dbecause the department did
not wish to create a precedent by paying
its men the same rate as was paid in the
town. The departiment ahould take control
again of its own men and pay the rate paid
in the town and so avoid industrial trouble.
T hope it will not be found necessary to in-
erease the railwny freights very consider-
ably. T trust the Government will not in-
troduce this session an amendment of the
Railway Act to provide for three Commis-
sioners, but will give the acting Commis-
sioner an opportunity for showing whether
or not he can run the serviee, Given that
opportunity he will be able, T am sure, to
work the system to such advantage that we
shall not be losing in administration the
amount we have lost during the past few
years. .

Mr, ROCKE (South Fremantle) [8.55]:
Considering all the ecircnmstances attendant
on abnormal years, therc are facts indicated
in the Minister’s speech which give food
for reflection. Not all of these faets are
discovraging.  Undoubtedly the magnitude
of this trading concern known as the Rail-
way Department gives eausc for anxiety,
especially when we look carefully over the
figures placed before the House by the Min-
jster last night. The loss during the war
period, namely, £942,000, is said to com-
pare favourably with the results in the
Eastern States; but that might mean any-
thing or nothing. Unless we have the
figures of the other States for comparison,
wo c¢annot arrive at any conclusion in this
resneet,  The figures tepresenting revenue
and expenditure are rather serious when we
got down to bedrock. Although we find that
the surplus of carnings over expenditure is
£300.000, we are faced with the very serious
defieit eaused by the interest charges of
£665,000. That gives a deficit of exactly
£1,000 per day for every day in the year.
The cstimated receipts and expenditurc for
the currehit vear are very similar to those
of the year just gone bv, but those figures,
wo are told by the Minister, are without
makivg allowance for the new seale of

[ASSEMBLY.]

wages which has been decided upon by the
Arbitration Court. But in the forecast for
the coming year we find the interest charge
increased by £8,000, making a total of £673,-
000. The serions questions which have to be
faced are how to meet the interest charges
upon our railways and, again, what is the
cause of our high expenditure and conse-
quently high interest bill?  Dealing with
the figures we cannot lose sight of the
faet that we are but 2 handful of people in
a vast territory and consequently our rail-
ways, when we take into consideration their
mileage, amount to something of consider-
able magnitude, But that i3 not the only
reason. We find that we toke our railways
through many miles of unimpreved land;
and in this ease we have the peculiar ano-
maly that whereas land, strictly speaking,
is one of the only two sources of real
wealth, here we find that some of the land
becomes the cauwse of poverty in respeet of
our railways. The remedy has been men-
tioned time and again in the House. Tt has
been touched upon to-night, I will not
worry the Committee by going over it
again, but T remind the Committee that 1
believe the remedy lies in subjecting that un-
used land to a tax on its unimproved value.
It is necessary to bring that land into use,
and if the land were taxed so as it would
have to come into use, it would be revenue
produsing, and would help us to carry our
abnormal railway charges. It is not fair to
the farmers who have had to go outback to
have to pay the freight through that coun-
try which ia not nsed. If it were brought
inte use, then the people whoem the member
for Sussex professes to represent should get
considerable relief from the burden they are
earrying at the present time. The question
of bringing into preper working order the
non-paying lings of the State is one of con-
siderable importance. T must repeat my
appreciation of the work which is being
done in connection with the attempt to place
upon the railways a system of molor trans-
port. T hope the Minister will give furthar
consideration to the question of extending
the use of motor charabanes, I helicve if
this were given effect to not only would the
non-paying agricultural railways benefit,
and of course the people to whom these
railways take goods and from whom they
receive them, but also the other lines which
are at present non-paying, We have several
of these not far from the metropolis; in
fact we have one running out of Fremantle
to Jandakot and Armadale. If we could
instal on that line a charabane service we
would be able to give the residents a better
service, and at a cheaper rate compared
with fhat which they are getting at present.
If we could institute that service we would
probably aolve the problem which is facing
ug in the near futurc in connection with the
prospective ling from Roekingham to Man-
durah. Tt is the intention of the Govern-
ment to open up that distriet of fine

Iand. A system of drainage has first of
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all to be installed, and already 1 believe the
Government are in receipt of information
from their engineers to the effect that a
drainage system can be suceesafully installed.
This should have the effect of reclaiming
many thousands of acres of firat class land.

The Minister for Mines: We have not got
enough land in Western Australia with
good water ou it.

Mr, ROCKE: I hope this system of loco-
motion may be encouraged, so that the non-
paying lines may be made to pay. The
nbnormal seasons through which we have
passed have resulted in decreased earnings
on the railways, and in increased expendi-
ture. With the retarn of normal times we
have every resson to believe that the posi-
tion of the railways will be improved, pro-
vided they are capably managed and given
every chanee of recouping the loss they
" have soffered ‘during the last few yeara.
We, of course, will expeet increased traffic
from the timber industry which was erip-
pled during the war period, and from other
industrics which were partially paralysed.
Taking everything into consideration, I be-
lieve the future has much encouragement
in store for us. I must congratulate the
Government upon the appointment of
Colonel FPope to the position of Aecting Com-
migsioner of Railways, If he continues to
give satisfaction, which apparently he is
giving to the department, I hope the ap-
pointment wili be made permanent. Har-
mony existing in the serviee means
efficiency, and if we ean have an efficient
serviec then the people will reap the benefit
of it. The Minister let drop some hints last
night in conneetion with railway manage-
ment, e mentioned two instances in par-
ticular, one of which [ am eoncerned in,
and that is the referenee to refreshment
rooms. [ hope the reform mentioned by
the Minister has reference to the conduet
of these refreshment rooms.

Mr, Lutey: T hope we will get the bar
back on the express.

The Minister for Mines:
ehance of that.

Mr. ROCEE: Tf the clesing of the bar
means improved conditions in the railways,
I hope that the bar will remain closed,

The Minigter for Mines: It is eclosed,

. Mr. ROCKE : Whilst everyone knows I
am opposed to the liquor traflic beeause
T  thelieve it to be opposed to the
host interests of the people, I have on
every occasion elaimed that justice should
be done to the licensed victuallers. Those
who are ealled upon to pay heavy license
fees and are given the privilege of selling
fermented liquors, whether that is vight or
wrong, have to econduet their business with-
in limited hours. Some refreshment rooms
on the railways, particnlarly those in the
metropolitan arca, are no better than publie
houscs, but they have the advantage of
hours of trade which the licensed victualler
does not possess. That is not fair. The
talk nabout catering for the travelling

You have no

.toria.

public ‘so far as the metropolitan centres
arg concerne, is mere pifie. There are one
or two refreshment roowns which are drink-
ing shops and nothing else. I burdly know

how to deal with the question of level
erossings.

The Minsister for Mines: Not level
erossings. '

Mr. ROCKE: "Then I would call them

roud drossings ovwer ruilways. llow we are
to overcome the difficulty of these erossings
I do wot know. If the system of gates and
gate houses, which was in vogue some years
age in Victoria, were instituted here
we might have been able to save some of
the lives that have been lost. [ do nobt Know
if the cost of that systen would be pro-
hibitive,

The Minister for Mines: [t would cost
£10 per week per erossing. .

Mr. ROCKE: We have lost many lives
in Western Australia at  these railway
crossings, und I think that £10 per crossing
per week wounld not be an cxcessive ex-
penditure compared with the value of human
life.

The Minister for Mines: Somcone hag to
find the money; it docs not come from the
clouds.

Mr. ROCKE: Pcople who are called upon
to pay for the public servieces which are
given to them would have to pay for this.

The Minister for Mines: 1t is not a
service at all; it is wmerely an additional
warning to the people who should know their
own job.

Mr, ROCKE: Tt is, necessary fo put &
gate keeper there, and a gate keeper renders
o serviee to the public. He need not be a
man in robust health, He might be a man
who has given some ycars of his life to the
service of the railways, or the gates might
bo kept by the widow of some railway em-
ployce. That is the policy followed in Vie-
I should like to see a system some-
what on those lines instituted here. We gare
only a handful of people and eannot afford
to losc even ouc life.

The Minister for Mines: We lost a few
people on the river the other day. Do yom
imagine that people will not go on the river
in consequence? Everyone knows that when
they cross a railway crossing there is danger,
and they must lock out for it.

Mr. ROCKE: People notice what they
believe to be a danger. Tf we go into the
question of the wmanner in  which fatal

accidents have ocenrred we will find that a
person has waited for a train to pass and,
thinking the line is clear, has stepped on to
it only to be knocked down by a train coming
{from the opposite direction.

The Minister for Mines: They ought not
to think. There dre notieccs placed up for
them to look both ways before erossing.

Mr. ROCKE: They do look both ways.
People usually are earcful not to eross the

line when a train is in gight, but it
may happen that ancther train coming
from the opposgite direetion is  tem-
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porarily hidden from view, and people eross
the line after the first train has passed think-
ing they arc safe in doing so. I hope the
Minister will make the railways as safe
as possible from this point of view.
There are several grievances from the eoun-
try and metropoltian areas in regard to the
service that is given to the public. Between
Perth and Fremantle at certain hours of the
day it iz hardly possible to get seating ac-
cgmmodation. The whole thing ecould be
rectified in a simple manner and at very little
cost if one or two additional coaches were
attaehed to certain trains, The cost of haul-
zge would not be much, and great relief
would be atforded to the travelling public.

The Minister for Mines: Each engine has
a maximum load which it can haul,

Mr, ROCKE: I do not think the engines
are working up to their maximum; I have
not heard it said that they are. I have seen
engines hauling, during the exeursion sea-
son, two or four extra coaches in addition to
the normal train. The engines, therefore,
cannot be working at their mgximum, I
hope the Minister will do all in his power to
promote the welfare of the railways.

Mr. MALEY (Greenough) [9.11]: One
hon. member stated that he apprehended
danger from the use of Collie coal in the
agricultural districts. Farmers would be glad
to sec 100 per cent. of Collie coal nsed on our
railways, provided the Commissioner takes
in time' the nceessary precantions to estab-
lish firchreaks along the line.

The Minister for Mines: We do our part.

Mr, MALEY: T brought up the matter
last year, when the Minister was not in the
House, and meoved the adjournment of the
Housge to draw attention to the question. I
did not do thia for the purpose of preventing
the use of (lollie eoal, but to draw the atten-
tion of the Commissioner to the nceessity
for fire breaks being made at the proper time
of the year. In this morning’s paper we
find published the reeent award which, it is

stated, wmeans an additional expenditure
of approximately a quarter of a mil-
lion & year on the railways. T have no

objection to men getting a fair wage, and
a right wage. When, however, it comes to
a question of another shilling a day all
round, invoiving o suim of no less than
£250,000 a vear, we must ask ourselves the
aquestion as to which portion of the commun-
ity will have to pay this money. That money
has praetically to be found by the users of
the system, namely, the producers, and this
will mean nn additional burden being placed
on the prodncer.

The Minister for Mines: The producer
should have awakened to that long ago.

Mr. MALEY: 1 do not know where this
policy of awvtomatie increases will end or
land the State. I have no quarrel with the
worker reeeiving hiy rights, becanse he is
dne for them.

The Minister for Mines: Why is he due
for them?

Mr. MALEY: Apparently by some pro-
coss
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The Minister for Mines: He is given the
nioney Wwith whieh to purchase that which
he requires, namely, that which the farmers
produece. - -

Mr. MALEY: The farmer has a prospect
-~it lhas not materialised yet—of getting a
payable price for liis wheat in one year out
of four. Apparently he is going to receive
Js. per bushe] this year; but that price will
not represent a real advance, in view of the
intereased railway freights whieh have been
foreshadowed and the inevitable ingreases in
hig cost of production. If we recognise our
ruilway cervice as a link in the general
srheme of development of the country, we
ran regard with a certain degree of com-
placency the fact that o large proportion of
the interest and sinking fund charges may
have to be borne by the general revenue,
The same thing obtained in the development

.of the Bastern pgoldfields through the Cool-

gardie Water Scheme. That scheme has
never gince its inception paid interest and
sinking tund charges, but has always been
a burden on the general revenue.

The Minister for Mines: The sinking fund
charge on the Coolgardie Water Schame is
three per vent., whereas on the railways it is
ouly enc-half per cent.

Mr, MALEY: The difference is only ona
of degree,

Hon. P. Collier: It makes a considerable
difference as regards the loss you speak of.

Mr. MALEY: Our railway service has got
inte such an abominable condition of red-
tapism and multiplicity of regulations that
it takes an ordinary official fully an hour to
make up his mind how he ean deal with your
business at all. He turng up regulationd
galore that govern his conduet. There is a
Jack of ¢o-ordination between the various
hranches of the department. I can give an
instanee in point, and I may remind the
Minister for Railways that when he was
Premier of this country he had various in-
stanees brought under his notice, It is an
extraordinary faet that the Geraldton Flour
Milling Company were engaged for three or
four years endeavouring to gst a railway
siding pet into their property. The Minister
knows of the wmatter through having been
taken over the site by Mr. Stone, a former
member for Greenough, In the meantime,
owing to resumption of land for the enlarge-
ment of the Geraldton railway yards,
Millars’ Timber and Trading Company
had to shift from  their site, and
they nacguired land adjoining the sgite
of the flour mill and farther away
from the railway station, The door of
the Geraldton flour mill happens to be only
the width of the street away from the loco-
motive yard, and an expenditure of a couple
of hundred pounds would have put a siding
m, However, Millars' sncceeded in getting
a siding into their property on the other side
of the road. That being so, the flour milling
company entered into an agreement with
Millarg® to pay half the cost of putting the
siding into Millars’ property if the Railway
Department would agrea to extend the sid-
ing to the door of the fiour mill, a distance
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not much over a chain. Millars immediately
entered ‘into negotiations with the district
ehginger, whose function is to say whether
these things can be done. The officer said
that it could be done, and undertook to do
it. A -turntable was procured from the old
Northampton railway station and brought te
Geraldton and installed,  Then the siding
wasg carried to the mill door. No sooner had
the district engincer completed his portion of
the work, than the distriet traffie superin-
tendent announced his refusal to work the
siding. Surely there is somcthing wrong
when the lwo heads failed to consult before-
hand in such a case. The flour milling com-
pany were not mueh eoncerned, because in
the circuinstances they simply refused to
complete  their  agreement with  Millare.
Fiventually the flour milling company did get
a siding in, bnt for that purpose they had
to buy land on the other side of Millars’
Hrupcrty, whieh is on the castern side of the
our mill. This additional land was needed
for the purpose of a dead end, to get suffi-
cient land to enable the Rallway Department
to shunt trucks. Instead of getting a siding
into the mill for £200 or £300 at the outside,
it has cost the flour milling company no less
than £1,860.

The Minister for Mines: The siding could
not have been put in for £200 or £300.

Mr. MALEY: Por £300 at the ontside. It
only required a chain of line. The Railway
Departisent have a rule that no siding can
be put in except off the main line, and in
this respect it sometimes seems impossible to
obtain from the departnent assistance to in-
dustry in the shape of siding ¢ommunication.
I ean give another illustration of how the
Railway Department have assisted the same
flour-milling company in the development of
their indudtry, Some time ago the company
decided to double the plant in their mill,
After assembling their  machinery,
owing to war conditions was obtained at very
congiderable cxpense, they had to close down
the plant for, as. they thought, three weeks.
They kept sufficient stocks of flour on hand
to supply the district during that time. They
had decided as soon as they closed down to
send the old rolls to Adelaide, which was the
nearest place where they could be re-grooved
and re-ground. This was during the shipping
strike, and arrangements were made at the
Geraldton goods shed for the quick despateh
of the rolls to Perth, whenee they were to be
sent to Kalgoorlie for tranaport by the Great
Wostern Railway to Adelaide. The freight
on the three cases of rolls, amounting to £21,
was prepaid; and all arrangements, it was
thought, had been made for quick delivery.
The rolls left Geraldton on the night they
were consigned, and they arrived in Perth on
the morning of the next day but one. After
that, they lay in Perth poods sheds for a
period of no less than three weeks before
they were sent to Kalgoorlie. I understand
that the Commissioner made inquiries into
the cause of delay, and that three or four
people were found to be responsible. How-
ever, it could not he found that ore person
was more responsible than any other. Event-

whieh
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ually, I suppose, a porter or a ticket boy got
the blame. If the Commissioner owing to the
methods of appeal against censure or dis-
migsal, cannot deal with the raibvay gervants,
that state of things requires altering, Here
was a specific ease in which it was proved
that two or three men were responsible; yet
no action whatever was taken, The result of
the deluy way that the mill, instead of being
closed down for three weeks, was closed down
for six. The mill has a turnover of about
£10,000 per month, and it lost 14 months’
turnover. The staff were unemployed for at
least a month. Morcover, onr stocks in the
Geraldton and Murehigon districts beeame ex-
hausted, and supplies had to he obtnined
from Perth at an extra cost to the consumer
of £2 10s. per ton. We asked by wire whe-
ther the first lot could be sent by passenger
train and the other two sets, when completed,
by goods train. It is a sinuglar thing that
the last set which was sent by goods train
got here Dhefore the set which was sent by
passenger train, It scems to be an extra-
ordinary thing that, on top of the
first breach, an additional handicap should
have bean imposed wponm the milling
company. Let me give another in-
stance. A wman on the Murchison had
the misfortune to Hreak the differential of
his motor car. Ie wired to an agent in
Perth to see if he could get another, and he
received & reply that none wag to be obtained
and that it would be mnecessary to wire to
Adelaide for ome, The man asked that an
order should be given for one in Adelaide,
and that a request should be marle that it
be sent over by passenger train from Ade-
laide, so that no time should be lost. The
man in question waited for over three wecks
and nothing happened. Then he reeceived a
telegram from the firm in Adclaide stating
that the Jiffcrentizl had been veconsigned
from Ferth to Adelaide marked ‘¢ Address of
Yalgoo was not known in Western Australia.’*
It was a remarkable thing that anyone with
vo mueh initiative could have been found to
return this article so promptly to Adelaide,
With regard to the attention which should be
piven towards dcvelopment in the country,
T would urge that the provision of over-
head bridges or subways in the metropolitan
area, for the protection of life, should be
suspended until somgthing more has been
done for the country districts which require
attention more urgently than the metropoli-
tan area. I sincerely trost that before there
is any more expenditure in the metropolitan
area in conneection with overhead bridges, or
even in conmeetion with tramways, some-
thing will be done to develop the industrics
in the ecountry. There is too big a proportion
of the population in the city already.

The Minister for Mines: And you want
to thin them ont.

Hon. W, €. Angwin: That was 5 very un-
fortunate remark of yours.

Mr. MALEY: T only montioned that in
order to correct any impression that may
remain on the mind of the member for North-
East Fremantle. My only desire is to sece



the finances of the State restored by means
of increased production, but if we adopt a
policy of increasing freights in order to
meet the obligations which have been thrown
upon us as the reswlt of the Arbitration
Court award, we shall give a set baek to. the
producing eommunity and put one more mail
into the eoflin of further produetion,

[Mr. Picsse took the Chair.]

Mr. TROY (Mt Magnet) [9.35]: With
regard to the railway freights, T understood
from the Minister’s remarkslast evening that,
in order to meet the increases provided in
the Arbitration Court award, it was proposed
to impose increases in various directions. I
ask, however, whether other means eannot be
found by which it will be possible to meet
the obligations that the Covernment will
have to accept as o result of the rceent
award, Surely the Government ean find some
other meana of raising the necessary revenue.

Mr. Davies: What do you suggest?

Mr. TROY: I will make my suggestions
as T go aleng. 1If the Government do in-
crease freights and fares, they are going to
increase the burdens which have already
been imposed on the primary preducer of
Wostern Auwstralia, whether he be engaged
in the mining, pastoral, or agricultural in-
dustries. [Ever since the war began the pri-
mary producer has borng almost, if not the
whole of the burden. The railway freights
were inereaserd by the Wilson Government,
and in my electorate that had a very bad
cffect on the mining industry. The mining
imdustry te-lay is not flourishing, beeause
the cost of production i3 excessive, and a
great deal of that cost is due to the railway
rates, Golit has not inerensed in value, any-
how not to the producer sinece the war be-

gan, and the person responsible for the gold -

production, whilst he receives no greater
value for that which he prodnees, has to
poy considerably more, in some cases 100
per cent., for the commodities he requires.
Agnin, the worker employed in the mining
industry has been compelled to pay more for
hia food supplics and clothing than he did
previonsly. It mnst also be remembered, in
my clectorate on the Murchizon, not one
worker has sccured a solitary penny by way
of increase in wages since the war began.
Those people have borne with extraordinary
matience the heavy burdens imposed on them,
but if any of those men went out on strike
the Press of the State would condemn them
as being unpatriotic and opposed te law and
order. T want to point out that those people
cannot remain passive for all time, and if
they arc asked to bear additional burdens
in the shape of extra railway charges, they
will become exasperated. The workers must
ask for inecreased wages in order to live and
‘when they do that the people who are pro-
ducing gold, whether they be prospectors or

mine owners will ingist that they will
wot be able to carry on the indas-
try. The samc thing applies with re-

gard to the agricultural indwstry. A per-
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son engaged in agriculture has to bear the
heavy freights. Do we imagine for a moment
that he will be advantaged by the additional
burdens in the shape of increased freights?
The member for York (Mr. Griffiths)
suggested that Parliament impose a tax
on the nnimproved value of land and make
the city lands pay their fair contribution to
the taxatien of this country. I agree with
him heart-whole. I see no reason why the
people living in the e¢ity should not bear
some of the burden of the taxation of this
country since they share in the services of
the railways. T agree with the hon. member
that it is time we imposed a tax of that
character to relieve the primary producer.
The Minister, by way of interjection, when
the member for Greenough was speaking,
said that the reason for the inereases in
wages was the faet that the produeer was re-
ceiving more for his produet.

The Minister for Mines: I said he needs
nmore to purchase his requirements.

Mr. TROY: I will admit that there
is a vreason for the requirements of
the people being mere costly than they

were formerly, but the Minister will not
deny that the curse of our present system is
that the man who makes money out of the
community is the man who escapes taxation.
Take the merchant in the city and the im-
porter alse in the city. These men do
not pay onc cent. in rhilway rates. They
pass the whole of the burden on to the com-
munity. That is the eurse of our present
system and it is wrong.

Mr. Davies: It is the curse of every eoun-
bry.
yMr. TROY: The hon. member kaows that
he cannot deal with that eurse by sitting
where he is. )

Mr. Davies: Would he be able to do better
it he were where you are?

Mr. TROY: Yes, and the hon. member
knows it, Tf tho hon. member cver did pro-
fess any principle worth professing, he must
admit that while e sits check by jow)] with
the profiteers and the merchants, whom he
reeently represented at the National confer-
ence in Melbourne, he will never ‘be able to
vote against them. The man who produces
and who is building up the country is’ a
mare wseful citizen than the man who sits in
his office in the city and esecapes the burden
by passing it on. Why do not the Govern-
ment eompel this man to pay his fair share?

The Minister for Mines: Tn what diree-
tion?

Mr. TROY: Take R. P. Vineent: He is &
profitecr. His profits during the first year of
the war were far greater than they were
before the war. Why not make him pay a
Tair sharef He has made his profits at the
expense of the community and he has not
paid one penny towards the railway rates,
becanse he has passed this on,

My, Nairn: Some men in the country have
made just as great profits. I know one man
who made £1,500 out of potatoes the other
day.
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Mr. TROY: That man should pay his fair
share of taxation. I will do all T can to
assist the Government if they will bring in
a Bill to compel sueh men to pay their fair
share of taxation. That is the trouble with
our *whole system, that while shipping com-
panies and other commercial institntions can
raise prices and thereby increase the cost of
production, wages in consequence must’ go up
and the State service will not pay. 1f the
railways were privately controlled, the same

thing would operate there. This is the
rcason for the existence of the vicious
pringiple that, no matter how we raise

wages, the worker and the producer are
robbed by the cxploiting profiteer, It
is alleged that because the farmer is re-
ceiving 59. a bushel for his wheat at the
siding this year, he is making an extraordin-
ary profit. I deo not think he is.

Mr. Nairn: Would he take 6s. if he could
get it?

Mr. Davies: He would take 9s.

Mr., TROY: He would take it, but I say
the Government should take from him a fajr
share of taxation.

Mr. Pickering: They take it in the shape
of freights.

Mr. TROY: The gold producer is getting
£3 17s. 6d. to £4 an ounce for his gold. The
man who works in the mining industry and
receives an average wage of £3 10s. n week
has .to pay considerably more for his com.
modities than prior to the war, and he docs
not receive onme penny more in wages. IHis
|atience cannot continue; it will soon become
exhausted owing to the conditions under
which he is labouring. I strongly object to
that body of people living in the outback
portions of the State under the worst possible
conditions having heavier penalties imposed
upon them. The Minister, in suggesting in-
creased railway rates, should take into con-
sideration the position of those people who
have horne too great a portion of the burden
during the whole term of the war. Tf it is
fair and justifiable, as the member for York
snggested, to tax the vnearned inerement om
land, it is egually fair to tax the npenrned
imcrement of the profiteer who made his
money out of the bloed and sovrow of
peaple during the war. The money whieh
the profitcers have taken represents the un-
carned increment of anguish and sorrow dur-
ing the war, and the Government ought to
take that from them. This is the one thing
that brought me to my fect. Tt is not fair
to impose further disabilities on the pionecrs
of the country when the people of the city
go comparatively scot-free. 1 have nothing
to say in opposition to the appointment of
Colonel Fope as acting Commissioner. T
know nothing .of his qualifications and I am
not going to criticise a man wntil I know
gsomething of his capaeity. I have inter-
viewed him several times and I can say he has
a very pleasant manmner. If he says no, he
snys 1t in a very pleasant way. Therefore,
if T feel at all antagonistie towards his de-
cisions, I am disarmed becanse he states
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them diplomatically. [ confess I am person-
ally wanting in these forms of diplomacy.

Hon. P, Collier: You ought to interview
him frequently and try to cultivate it.

Mr., TROY: J have no objection to the
appointment of Mr. Backshall. I do not
know that the acting Commissioner was im-
vned with any reason other than that of
getting the most suitable man, I eame into
conflict with the member for lieonora (Mr.
Foley) becanse [ objected to his everlasting
posing as the apostle of the returned sol-
diers and, though Mr, Backshall is not a
returned soldier, he probably is the best man
the Government could find for the position.
1 do not know whether he is or not.

The Minister for Mines: He has to serve
the Commissioner and the Commissioner
shonld  receive some eonsideration.

Mr. TROY: If a returned soldier had the
¢ualifieations, he should have been appointed
but if not, | do not object to the aeting
Commissioner appointing Mr. Backshall. [f
Mr. IPoloy thinks an injustice has been done
to the returned soldier, why does not he give
way in regard to the appointments he holds?

My, Davies: He means the returned sol-
dier empHoyees,.

Mr, TROY: The memmber for Leenora on-
iovs considerable patronage in the way of
mutor cars, free telephones and free trips
amd expenses over last, For his apostacy

he  hag  reeeived these advantages and
why does not he give place to a re-
turned  soldier? T am not  going  to

insist  that a man shonld be appointed to
any offiee in order to curry favour with any
seetion of citizens. If the Commissioner ean
sntisfy e that the wmaun he has chosen is the
Tiest man for the position, 1 shall he satisfiad
to support him. T hope that when the Gov-
ernment are eomsidering the question of rail-
way freights, they will consider it from the
aspect that the primary producer ecannot
earry too great a burden. The Minister ob-
jected when the Iate Mr. Wilson raised the
ritilway freights,

The Minister of Minea: On what I termed
the rule of thuomb method,

Hon, W, C. Angwin: He reduced them in
one direetion to the extent of £60,000.

Mr. Pickering: That was for manures.

Mr. TROY.: T de not believe in the rail-
wnys carrying manvres at a loss. We should
pay a fair thing. T am not prepared to give
a concession in one way and take it away
in another. Tt is pure deception. It us
pay a fair and reasonable thing, but let the
Government tax the hody of men in the
eity who have had so much inflnenee with
them and who have practically controlled the
Government during the last five years, Iet
them be made to pay a faiv share, for the
time is coming when the people who are pion-
ecring the country will strongly oppose any
further burdens heing imposed upon them,
While I am told that the railway service is
not. satisfactory in the mectropolitan area, it
is cqually unsatisfactory in the country dis-
triets, The member for North-East Fremantle
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(Mr. Anpgwin) referred to the faet that
people had to hang on to the straps when
travelling from Fremantle.

Hon. W, C, Angwin: I did not refer to it,
but it is quite right.

Mr. TROY: In the back country we suffer
greater disadvantages.

The Minister for Mines: Tt is the same all
over the world,

Mr. TROY: In the Muarchison we have two
through traina per weck, That is a very
poor service for pcople who are pioneering
the country but we have to put up with it.
My constituents frequently vaise the question
but T do not blame the Government. I tell
them the country in its present position can-
not afford more and we have to put up with
it. To the danger of my own popularity [
fear, T frequently defend . when probably [
ought to attack. At the same time, T must
admmit there are services in my electorate
which do not pay. I am indebted to the Rail-
way Department becanse they run a weekly
service to Sandstone. That services does not
pay, but it is a boon te the people to get n
train gervice and mail once a week. I shonld
like o beter service but I cannot reasonably
ask for it and 1 am not going to attack the
Government for not giving a better serviec.
1 thank them for what they have given.

Mr, Pickering: A very humble attitude,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: You must be wanting
somgathing.

Mr. TROY: No. T discussed with the act-
ing Commissioner the positions of station-
master at Sandstone and Day Dawn. [ ad-
mit the member for Cue (Mr. Chesson) has
very strong arguments to support the reten-
tion of the officer at Day Dawn, but T have
not similarly strong arguments to offer for
the retention of the officer at Sandstone. T
do not see why, for a very doubtful advan-
tage, people should stick out for one faeility
when they are being met to a greater extent
in some other direction. We are being met
very reasonably, and I hope nothing will he
done to interfere with the service bocause it
is a boon to a body of citizens who are ear-
rying on the development of the far back
arcas of this country, L could wish that the
Murchison railways might be improved and
that the Commissioner might earry out the
promise given some years age by Mr. Lord,
that the two trains running to the Murchison
would ent the time down by four hours.

The Minister for Mines: There must be a
rednction on the new time table,

AMr, TROY: No there is not. T hope the
Commissioner will see that decent travelling
facilitics are provided for the passengers. I
have frequently found the water supply in-
adequate and sometimes lacking; during the
summer this is a great hardship. T oppose
any proposal to increase freights and fares
which would be a burden on the people of
the country.

Mr, DAVIES (Guildford) [9.58]: Ouiside
the appointment of the acting Commissioner
of Railways, I suppose the appointment of
Mr. Backshall has aroused more critieism

"them i faitr dead.

.the
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than auything dome in the Railway Depart-
ment during the last few months,

Tho Minister for Mines: There has heen no
eritieizm,

Mr. DAVIES: 1 kuow there has been
mueh criticism but, swhether it hasg been jus-
tificd, I shall not say at present. Last ses-
sion the Government brought down what was
known as the three-Commissioner Bill,

Hon. W, C. Angwin: It was thrown out,
and it will be thrown out again if it comes
back,

Mr. DAVIES: Apparently there will
be uo need to bring down the three-
commissioner Bill this session, Tf the Min-
ister is corrcetly reported in this morning’s
PPress, e hag said that the Acting Commis-
sioner has the qualifientions of three aver-
age mew,  If Colonel Pope is what the
Minister believes him to be

Hon. W. Q. Angwin: Give him a trial.

Mr. DAVIES: T think he will have a
trinl. The railway men are out to give him
a fair deal, and 1 believe he is out to give
In the appointment of
Mr. Backshall, T think a wise choice was
made. [ have known Mr. Backshall for a
number of years, and 1 can say there is no
man in the State who stands so high with
workers,

Mr, O’Loghlen: Tf he ean get the same
result for the department as he got for the
men, he will be all right.

Mr. DAVIES: That is so. The Acting Com-
missioner had the eourage to depart from the
custom of the serviece and promete a man
trom the ranks, just as the Government
were courageous chough to promote Colonel
Pope himself over others higher in the ser-
vice., I hope the appointment will prove to
have been 2 very wise one. The Acting
Commissioner is going on right lines.
Already he has the thanks of the commu-
nity for having cut out the liquor on the
Kalgoorlic express dining ear, except when
served with meals, Tf he eould but hear
the blessings called down upon. his head by
the great bulk of the passcngers he would
be gratified. )

Hon. W. (. Angwin: The member for
Coolgardic had sometbing to do with that.

Mr. DAVIES: T think the Acting Com-
migsioner could cut out the liquor on that
train altogcther. TRecently T visited the
Eastern States, and I feel safe in saying
that the Kalgoorlic cxpress is the only
overland train in Australia with a ‘‘wet’’
dining car. Referenece was made by the
member for Greenovgh (Mr. Maley) to the
increases given to the men in the railway
service. I congratulate those men on the
Arbitration Court’s award. Let hon. mem-
bers, particnlarly those representing the
farmers, eonsider what it would mean to
the community if the railway men of this
State adopted the tacties that other work-
ers have adopted to secure improved con-
ditions. Suppose they had adopted direct
action ! As far back as last August the
Statec Arbitration Court declared a basic
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wage of 1ls. a day, yet we allowed the rail-
way men to continue working on 10s. a
day and we said nothing.

Mr. O’Loghien: You suppori a Govern-
ment that paid 9s. 7d. a day.

Hon. W, C. Apgwin: I raised the ques-
tion in the House.

Mr. DAVIES: So did I, on the Address-
in-reply. Had those men taken the bull by
the horns, the authorities would have had
an unpleusant awakening. Howaever, the
Arbitration Court has now delivered its
award. I congratulate the Minister for
Railways upon his statement, made last
night, that the Government intend to offer
to the rest of the service an inerease com-
mensurate with the Arbitration Court’s
award. I hope they will not only offer it,
but will actually bring it into operation.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: That statement ap-
plies only to the railways.

Mr. DAVIES: The Minister said that it
would apply to the rest of the service.
During the Address-in-reply 1 urged an
amendment of the Arbitration Act, with a
view to making the basic wage a common
rule. If that were done there would be ne
need to wait till the Government extended
the award of the court.

Mr. O’Loghlen: The Arbitration Court
gives a spinster barmaid in Perth £3 14s.
a week, and gives only £2 17s. to a timber
worker with seven or eight children.

Mr, DAVIES: Of course there are anom-
alies. In the case of the shop assistants’
award the assistants get a minimum of
£3 64. by an industrial agreement, in addi-
tion to which they get a reduction of about
15 per cent. on the prices of groceries and
draperies. Consider that in comparison
with the position of the timber workers!
The question of level crossings is a most
difficult one. I appreciate the position of
the department, but I congratulate the
Minister on having declared that he will
arrange for a conference. I should like to
point to the want of lighting inm railway
carriages, and compare that lighting with
the lighting of the trams. In a second-
elass railway carriage there is only one
amall lamp in a compartment seating ten
persons, yet on a street car—and both ser-
vices are under the one Commissioner—we
find from 15 to 20 bright lamps,

The Minister for Mines: But youn h.'l.ve
the electric current on the car,

Mr. DAVIES: And there is elcetricity on
the train. The lighting of the railway
¢arriages should be brought up to that of
the trams. T understand that the debate
has taken longer than was expeeted, and
I have no wish to delay the business of the
Honse. Probably I shall have an opportu-
nity for saying a word or two on some of
the items.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [10.10]: Last
gession I asked the then Minister for Rail-
ways whether he would obta’n a renort on
the offect of the working of the motor train
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service in Tasmania. 1 was promised that
thig question would be looked intp. No in-
formation has yet been given.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We reguire to elee-
trify the railways.

Mr. PICKERING: I do not think we shall
be able to consider that for a long time to
come.

The Minister for Mines:
handsomely.

Mr, PICKERING: The service on the
country spur lines could be greatly increased
by the use of motor trains, There are on
the Donnybrook line smeven gidings which
have not loading platforms. It puts a great
deal of extra work on the settlers, and 1
think the Minister should endeavour to see if
the department, in conjunction with the set-
tlers, could not provide these facilities.

The Minister for Mines: You find us the
material.

Mr. PICKERING: I think the settlers would
assist the department in that direction. A
town I represent is one of the most import-
ant seaside resorts in Western Australia, and
[ hope the Minister will see that an ade-
quate time-table is provided for the coming
gummer season., Also, I think we should have
@ through earriage at least once a week from
Perth to Busselton. Donnybrook, another
town in my electorate, is suffering under the
disability of not being classed as a
market town. It is time that disability waa
remgved. TFor some considerable time past
the traffic at Capel station has Leen well con-
trolled by the wife of a permanent-way man,
there bemg no station-master” there. The
work is muech too heavy, and the remunera-
tion paid is altogether inadequate. The fruit
season is coming on

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Are we going to have
cheaper fruit?

Mr. PICKERING: Very likely, and prob-
ably cheaper potatoes also. The amount of
eream that comes throngh that station is very
considerable. In consequence of mot having
a station-master at Capel every train ia
hung up there for about twenty minutes.
The people of that distriet, which is an im-
portant one, consider that they are entitled
to the services of a station-master.

Hon. P. Collier: It is a nice Arcadian spot
to spend 20 minutes in.

It would pay

Mr. PICKBRING: Tt is not an Arca-
dian apot. Tt is a prosperous part of the
State. It has in its distriet the Stlrlmg

estate, which has been well developed and ias
sending away big supplies of produce to the
Qifferent centres. I want to see a station-
master appointed to this particular station.
The woman who has been oceupying that
officc for a considerable time should bave
her claim for some allowance eongidered by
the Railway Department.

The Premier: She has been there for
years.

Mr. PICKERING: T wish to deal with
the question which has been touched upon
by the member for Leonora and the mem-
bher for Guildford, namely the appointment
of Mr, Backshall to a certzin office of in-
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gpector.  This matter was brought under
my notice by several officers of the Railway
Department. I should like to know whether
the rule belongs to the railway service,
which applies to the civil service gencrally,
namely, that prometion should take place
from within the service. I know one or
two railway oflicers who oeccupied very high
positions in that service before going to the
war, They have come back fully equipped
for such an appointment as that held by
Mr. Backshall, but have had no opportunity
of competing for it. The Govermment made
cvery promise to those men when they left
for the Front, and it would have been only
tair that such an appointment shouwld have
been kept vacant until they had had an
opportunity of putting in their appliea-
tions. Tn the cuse of the Acting Commia-
sioner himgelf, the appointinent was made
from within the service and this other ap-
pointment should also have been filled fromn
within the service.

The Minister for Mines: Tt is filled from
within the serviece. Mr. Backshall was in
the sorvice and took up a position affecting
the organisation. Me has a right to go back
agnin, -

Mr, PICKERING: The men of whom 1
speak were also in the service. They pave
wg their billets to go to the Front, and
shonld Tiave had a fair opportunity on their
return of getting such a position.

The Minister for Mines: They did have a
fair opportunity, because applications were
invited,

Mr. PICKERING: T know men who were
engaged in railway work right up to the
front lines, who had no opportunity of mak-
ing application for this post. This is not
giving any cncouragement to such men. T
wish to draw attention to the great number
of persons travelling on the trains who are
under the influence of liguor. The other day
travelling from Donnybrook I saw two or
threc passengers who were under the in-
fluonee of liquor. T may say that we have
corridor carringes now, and the whole train
congtitutes o parade for men who are under
the influence of lignor. These men were us-
ing most offensive Iangnage and annoying
the women in the carringes, 1 spoke to the
conductor about it, and he said he would
not remove them. He took wp this
attitnde on .necount of an aceident which
had oecurred some time ago. Tt appears
that a man who was under the inflnence of
liquor got out at an unattended siding. An
effort wns made to persuvade him to get on
the train, but without avail, and he was left
at this unattended sidinp. He went to
gleep on the platform and a passing train
canght him and cut him to pieces. The con-
duetor, therefore, said he would not put
these other men off the train although they
were Jdcinking, 1lest a sitmilar ealamity
might follow.  Instruetions should be given
to the station-masters to prevent drunken men
from boarding the train. If they do board
the train they should be put off at the next
attended siding. Instructions also should he
given to the refreshment rooms that these
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men should not be allowed to buy intoxi-
cants of any kind when they are travelling
on the trains.

Mr. Duif; Of course, if you are such a
wowser !

Mr. O’Loghlen: People bring their owan
hampers.

Mr, PICKERING: I do not mind being
called a wowser, becanse in this instance 1
am peinting out the danger there is through
these peopic travelling on the train. It ia
a wrong thing that drink should be allowed
to be served to such persons.

The Minister for Works: They eannot get
it on the train.

Mr. PICIKERING: They get it on the
platform, These men werc walking up and
dewn the corridor with bottles of beer under
their arms.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Have you written to the
Commissioner?

Mr. PICKERING: Yes.

Mr, O'Loghlen: Then wait until you get
his reply.

The Minister for Mines:
write to me,

Mr, PICKERING: T will do s0.' I am
glad to know that the Minister has his eye
on the guestion of the maintenanee of the
roilway buildings. The station huildings are
a disgrace tn the State. The Midland June-
tion station is one of the worst examples. It
has not hean painted for the last 10 years.
Most of the station buildings are in the same
condition,

Mr. O’Loghlen: They are being painted
now, You do not object to their being
painted red?

Mr. PICKBERING: They arc not being
} ainted befere their time. It js false economy
in a elimate like this to defer the painting
of buildings. T draw attention to the neces-
sity for making provision for the freight for
froit for the coming export season. It is
estimated that wo will have one million cases
of fruit for export and that thig frnit will
be available during the months of March
and May.  The transit has to be arranged
quickly, and it is uccessary that it should
be suitable for the artiele which has to
be  conveyed. I do mot know what
namber of lonvred trueks the Minister
has at his command, hut that is the proper
trurk to use for the conveyance of fruit. If
hr: has not these particular trucks he should
have others cquipped in such a manner that
the fruit ecan he carried safely and so that
it may leave the State in a good condition.
A good deal of fruit will he coming from
the district which is in juxtaposition to my
own electorate. 1 would instance such towns
as Manjimnp, Bridgetown, Balingup Donny-
hroek, Brookhampton, and Capel, and also
as far as the Brunswick State Farm, from
which 50 per cent. will be sent. From
Mt. RBarker 25 per cent, of fruit will be com-
ing, and 25 per cent. from orchards in the
environmant of Perth. I hope the Minister
will see that adequate provision is made to
contend with the coming traffic. A good deal
has been said about the ordering of trucks
throngh agents for stock. As one who was

You had better
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largely instrumental in getting this regula-
tion passed, I must express the hope that
the Minister will not interfere with it,

Hon, W, (!. Angwin: If a person wants a
truck for his own stock he should order it
himself through the department.

Mr, PICKERING: T do not agree,

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Will the hon.
member keep to the subjeet before the Chair?
We are not discussing meat at the present
Lime.

Mr. PICKERING: The arrangement ar-
rived at with the Railway Department——

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Is that the Farmers
and Scttlers’ affair againt

Mr, PICKERING: The Farmers and Set-
tlers’ Association were largely instrumental
in bringing about this very neccssary state
of affairs,

Hon, W, O, Angwin: It was the wost rot-
ten thing that was ever done in the country.
We are going to make a new party in order
te proteet the country against you people,
and in order to prevent people in the metro-
politan nres from being robbed and trom
combinations being centered into against
tham.

Mr. PICKERING: A suggestion has been
made by some hon. members in the direction
of assisting the Minister in placing the finan-
ces of the railways on a better footing. One
of the snggestions hns been in regard to the
taxation on the unimproved values of land.
Some hon, members have put & wrong con-
struetion on this aspect. They have thought
that it applied only to the country distriets,
That is not the intention altogether, for it
is the intention to affeet such towns as Perth
and Fremantle.

Hon. P. Collier: Always the other fellow!

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
bringing in extraneous matter. T am aware
that lzatitude has been given during the de-
bate, but I must point out that land taxation
has nething whatever to do with the rail-
ways, and must request hon. members to eon-
fine their attention to the railway Estimates,

Mr, PICKERING: The Minister in intra-
ducing his Tstimates said there was going to
be a large defieit on the railways, and that
he was looking for means by whieh to remedy
that. So long as the poliey iz made to apply
all round in fair proportions I am prepared
to support that scheme for adjusting the
finances, but when I think that the country
people, who have to bear the whole of the
burdens of the freights of the State both
ways, are to have iuncreascd rates put upon
them for the benefit of the townspeople,
then T must voice my protest against it,

Hon. P. Coliier: The townspeople pay it
in buying the produce of the farmer.

Mr, PICKERING: They do nothing of
the kind.

The Minister for Mines: You are getting
fs, for your wheat at the siding.

Mr. PICKERING: We should be getting
B8,

the ocarth.
Mr. PICKERING:
able in our request.

We are net unreason-
We had to sec that the

Hon. P. Collier: You ought to be getting'
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pecple in the country got the justice which
we eannot get from metropolitan members.
They are out to get everything for nothing
at the expense of the farming community,
It is time the farming community made a
stand. That our work is having some effect
is evident trom the remarks of the member
tor North-East Fremantle.

[Mr. Stubbs resumed the Chair.]

Hon. W. ¢. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) {10.27]: I wish te congratulats the
member for Sussex upon having let me know
something which I did not know hefore,
namely, that influence is brought {0 bear on
the Railway Departinent so that only a priv-
ileged fow ¢an seeure trucks for the earrying
of stock. While meat was dear and selling
at from s, 1d. to 1s, 6d. per pound butchers
coulid not get trueks with which to bhring
their sheep to the market.

Mr, Marrison: They were hringing the
sheep down in openr trucks. .
Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Tt is a scandal

tint the Country party should use the Gov-
ermment for the purposc of keeping up the
priee of meat as they Jdid.

Mr, Harrison: The Country party had no-
thing whatever to do with it.

Hon., W. C. ANGWIN: The member for
Sunssex has just stated that the Country party
did this.

Mry. Harrison: Then he is wrong.

Hon, P. Collier: He has just said it.

Mr. Harvison: What was the datef?

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: 1 do not know.

Hon. I, Collier: Your depwty leader aays
80,
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: He confessed it
here a few minutes ago.

Mr. Harrison: Either you arc wrong or
he is.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: He said it.

The Minister for Mines: I think they are
hoth wrong.

Hon. W. ¢. ANGWIN: The arrangement
appears to be ome by which private persons
can kave control of the trucks which really
belong to the people. That is the first T
have heard of it. If such amalpamations
were formed, in order to see that the other
people in this country get fair play. It is
nbout time that the people of the metro-
politan area realised that they are being
robbed. Any Government who agreed to
such a thing had no right to hold office—I
care not what Government it may have been.
The member for Sussex said that this had
been done aa the resvlt of a deputation from
the TFarmers and Settlers’ Association. I
am afraid the Minister for Railways, by his
usual openness of speech, bhas bluffed mem-
bers ns to the amount of the rise in wages
given by the Arbitration Court to the rail-
way employees. Ue has told us that that
rise will re-act disastrously on the finances
of the railways. He says that it will amount
to £250,000 a year. From a report made last
year, I find that a rise of 7d4. per day
amounted to £23,580 over a period of six
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nmonths. Therefore, a rize of 1s. 2d. per day
in the wages of all the men employed in the
serviee would amount to between £90,000 and
£100,000 per annum. Aceording to the re-
turns the Railway Department on the 30th
June, 1919, employed a total of 7,113 men.
A thousand of these would be salaried staff,
who are not inereased in the same ratio as
the wages staff. Again, there are a number
of married men in the railway service who
have been for some time receiving 10s. as a
wintmum. That was given them by the late
Mr. Frank Wilson. Ho\\ever a rise of) la.
per day, six days a wecek, for the whole ot
the men employed by the Railway Depart-
ment wonld amonnt to £100,072 in a year.

The Minister for Mines: A number of
the men are getting an increase of 2s. 11d.
per day.

Hon. W. ¢. ANGWIN: But a lot of them
will not get any inereasc. The average in-
¢reage cannot amount to la, Gd. per day;
and that 1s. 6d. per day would mean
£166,452 per annum—not £250,000 per an-
num,

The Minister for Mines: 1 hope you are
right, but the Commissioner advises me other-
wise; and T tkink he ought to know.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: I have been at
this game before. When certain aetion is
contemplated the departmental practice is to
make it appear that the effect will be muoeh
more than it really can be, becanse then thero
is & better excuse for raising rates and
hlaming the increase on the higher wages.
The increage granted by the Arbitration
Court will not be within £100,000 of what
the dopartment state.

The Minister for Works: You cannot
make the inerease less than £200,000 per
annum.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: It is all very well
to bluff the public by saying that the in-
crease will amount to so much, but £60,000
n year was given away in order to enable
hon. memers opposite to get office. Why not
get that money back againt

The Minister for Worky:
mean?

Hon. P. Collier:

How do you

Tt was given away by

the gholition of district railway charges and -

tho redaction of fortiliser rates,

The Minister for Worka: Whatever we
" pave away wae given in order to do justice,
and not to get office.

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: Justice was not
congidered at all, The only objeet in giving
away this money was that hon. members op-
posite might apply their business acumen to
the conduct of the State finances. They have
conditcted those finances splendidly. West-
ern Australia has never been in snch a posi-
tion as it is in to-day, and it would never
have been in that position if the Labour
party had remained in office. T am surprised
to hear some hon, members call themselves
producers. Have they ever studied econo-
mics? 1 do not think they have, The rail-
way servants are producers equally with the
man on the land, because without them the
produce of the land could mot be brought
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to market. I am also surprised to hear
some hon, members condemn the people of
the metropolitan area on the ground that
they pay nothing and produce nothing. Those
members declire that the 120,000 people in
the metropolitan area are parasites on the
people engaged in agriculture, But they are
producers equally with the others, and they
are being paid for their share in production.

The Minister for \IinPs- We all depend on
one another.

Hon. W. C. ANGW[N If the farmer had
to make his own clothes, he conld not grow
wheat at the same time.

Hon, P. Collier: He would be like Robin-
son Crusoe.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The people of the
metropolitan area are producers equally with
those in the country. Aceording to the mem-
ber for Sussex, the Country party want to
throw the inereased burden of railway fares
and freights on residents in the metropolitan
area. I congratulate the hon. member on his
openness of statement. He wants to put the
extra burden on the people of Perth and
Iremantle,

The Minister for Mines: He said he wanted
1o distribnte it all rotmd.

Hon. P. Collier: He qualified his first
statement when he woke up.

Hon, W. €. ANGWIN: Members of the
Country party are not willing to treat the
people of the metropolis faitly. Who is pay-
ing the heaviest prices for country products
to-day? The peopie of the metropolitan
area. Potatoez are being sent out of the
State to bring a less price than is obtainable
here in Western Aunstralia. Last Saturday
week T saw 150 tons of potatoes leave by
the ¢*Wandilla,’’ while the people here are
actually famishing for potatoes. Many per-
sons to-day eannot afford to eat potatoes om
account of the price.

Mr. Harrison: What is the price the potato
grower obtains?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Whatever the
potato grower, in concert with the potato
merchant, c¢an make it. The member for
Mount Magnet has said it is only right that
the people of the metropolitan area should
put up with some inconveniences in the mat-
ter of train service. But does it pay the
State to keep people waiting for an hour on
the Claremont platform for snother train,
a3 T have seen them on an ordinary weekday
—not a holiday#? I quite agree with the
member for South Fremantle that arrange-
ments should be made to cope with the
traffic. I do know, however, that if the rail-
ways were electrified they would be run much
more effectively and much more cheaply.

The Minister for Mines: Hear, hear!

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: However, I rose
merely to peint out that the amount of the
inerease in railway wages has been over-
stated. It does not average 1s. 6d. per day
on all the men employed.

The Minister for Mines: The Commis-
sioner had the figures taken out, and he could
not make the increase less than £250,000 per
annum,
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Hon. W, . ANGWIN: We know how
these things are done. 1 wish to point oud
also that the railway carriages in the metro-
politan area are always overcrowded,

The Minister for Mines: 8o they are in
other parts of the world,

Flon, W. ¢, ANGWIN: I have spent the
Jast 28 years in Australia, and I deo not know
much about other parts of the world, But
I am in a position to say that our suburban
railway carriages are more overcrowded than
those in Melbourne.

The Minister for Mines: Not at all.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: Yes, it iz so. At
the same time I realise the difficulties of the
Government in regard to the running of the
railways. But T am not going to sit quietly
and hecar the people of the metropelitan area
ealled parasites on the people in the country.

The Minister for Works: We are all para-
sites—town people and country people as
well,

Mr, PIESSE (Toodyay) [10.44]: T wish
to enter a strong protest against the recent
netion of the railway men’s union in the
matter of threatening to declare wool black.
Hon. members may laugh, but it is a very
seriows matter, and probably the forerunmer
of still more serions threats on the part of
the union. T maintain that the Minister for
Railways shouvld take such steps as will pre-
vent the union from carrying owt such a
threat, or from even venturing again to
threaten to declare any goods black. There
was no justification whatever for that union
to lay itself out to assist thc shearers’ unions.
The shearer’s union had every right to or-
ganisd and they were quite able to earry on
their organisation and to bring it to the
condition they desired without the assistance
of the railway union.

Hon. P. Collicr: Union is strength,

Mr, PIESSE: I admit that. This kind of
thing has a more serious cffect upon the
State’s progress than anything eclse that [
know, and I repeat that steps should be
taken to prevent a recnrrence of it

Hon. P. Collier: What kind of steps§

Mr. PIESSE: Regulations should be
framed to provide for the imposition of a
penalty.

Hon. P, Collier: That would be a quick
way of stopping it. .

Mr. PIESSE: The Railway Department
shoutd be removed from political control.

Hon. P. Collier: You are trying to put
baek the clock.

Mr. PIESSE: The position is such that it
demands the closest consideration al the
hands of the Government and it is in the
interests of all that immediate steps should
he taken to prevent a recurrence of what I
have stated. I did not rise to make a long
specch. T merely wanted to enter this pro-
test. Just a word with regard to trucks.
The member for North-East Fremantle (Mr,
Angwin) referred to the shortage of trucks.
He said that that was engineered by the
Country party, and made other ridiculons
suggestions,
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Hon. P, Collier: He did not say that. The
member for Suvssex said that,

Mr. PIESSE: I am not dealing with the
member for Sussex.

Hon. P. Collier: But it was the member for
Susgex who said it

Mr. PIESSE: The statement was made by
the member for North-East Fremantle,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: The member for Sus-
sex said it and T repeated it.

Mr. PIESSE: In any case, the statement is
not correct. Trucks are arranged for by
the stoeck sale’s ngent.

Hon. P, Collier: With the consent of the
railways.

Mr. PIESSE: Aud it is a proper arrange-
ment too,

Hon. P, Collier: Throngh the influenee of
the Country party, so the member for
Sussex said.

Mr. PIESSE: I hope the hon. member
will cease his joking,

Hon. P. Collier: T am not joking; it is a
fact, '

Mr. PIESSE: I appreciate the hon. mem-
her’s humour, but T am speaking seriously.
I'he sapply of trucks js arranged in sueh a
way as to be very benoficial to all con-
cerned, the consumer and the producer. Let
me quote my own case. When this arrange-
ment was not made, T was obliged to sell
fat sheep at 7s. 11d. on aceount of the glut.
Now we have a regular system of supply
and the comsumer iz getting meat at 2
reasonable rate.

Hon. P, Collier;: Was he not getting a
reasonable rate carlier in the year throngh
that provision?®

Mr. PIESSE : The consumer to-day is
getting his mutton at a just value, but it
will he higher in the future than he has
had to pay in the past, for the asimple
reason that the demand will execed the
supply.

P. Collier:

Hon, And we are building

‘freezing works all over the State.

Mr, PIESSE: The fat stock which was
hitherto obtainable in the North will net
now be available to the same extent. The
local supply will not reach the demand and
prices will be high.

Hon, P. Collier: And what will happen
to the freezing worksd

Mr. PIESSE: They are for the purpose
of providing against a future over supply.
Those works should have been in operation
two or three years ago.

Hon. P. Collier: And is there not enough
now for the local demand ¢

Mr. PIESSE: No. If the freezing works
liad been in operation two or threc years
ago, mutton would not have been sacrificed’
as has been donme. I had sheep which cost
me 14s., and after having fattened them I
only realised 7s. 11d. for them. T trust in
conelusion that the Minister will take
sction to prevent the railway union from
using its power of organisation to nssist
another union in the manner that I have
outlined.



Mr. O’LOGHLEN (Forrest) [10.52]: One
could speak till breakfast time if he dealt
with every trivial little matter causing in-
convenienee to somehody; but this is not
the place to discuss these things, for we
have a Commissioner of Railways to attend
to them. However, although it is open to
the Commissioner, I wish to ventilate one
question beeawse I think an injustice is
being done, and I hope the Minister will
not be a party to it, It ias in connection
with the leasing of railway refreshment
rooms. On two of our lines dining cars
have been cstablished. T have no wish to
disconrage the initial efforta of the new
Commissioner to provide conveniences for
the travelling public, but prier to the war,
throngh competition in tendering for re-
freshment rooms, prices were put up ab-
normally high. T always objected to the
sttitude of the past Commissioner in seek-
ing too much revenue from the refreshment
rooms, which resulted in the public having
to pay. The lessees of the railway refresh-
ment rooms are working under an agree-
ment which gives the Commissioner power
to establish dining cars, But there iz the
question of equity. I have been shown the
books of some of the lessees, disclosing that
their takings have dropped over 50 per
cent. That applies to two refreshment
reOms,

The Minister for Works: In one such
rgom their takings ra down to 83 3d,
whereas with one train a day they used to
take about £10.

My, O’LOGHLEN: 1 am glad of that
testimony from the Minister, I want an
assuranee from the Minister for Railways.

The Minister for Mines: What etfect
would the dining ear between Perth and
Bunbury have upon the room at Boyanup
Junction

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: T have seen the books
relating to the business of that station,
and T am told that it has this effeet, that
people who used to buy their commodities
at the refreshment rcom now refuse to do
so since, o few miiles further on, they can
get 4 meal provided by the department.
In consequence, the takings at that reom
have dropped by from 46 to 52 per eent. It
must be remembered that the rent of the
rooms iz £6 3s. 6d. per week. I know the
Commissioner will say that these refresh-
ment rooms should be put up to public
tender. I saw this morming some reference
made to it in the Press. But I wish to
enter a plea for the lessees who hold their
scraps of paper. They entered into the
agreement in the expectation of having a
long period to run, During the whole of
the war they struggled on with little or
nothing, hoping to reap a reward later.
That reward has now been taken from them
by the establishment of the dining ears.
The Commissioner will not take over the
rooms. The lessees’ livelihood has gone,
and the plen to-day is for reduced rent.
The position of affairs affects Boyanup,
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Pieton, Brunswick, Chidlow’s Well, Bev-
crley, Pinjarra, and Spencer’s Brook. The
Commissioner snys he has no power. But
the lady who keeps the refreshment room
at Beverley had her agreement, which
could be carried by the establishment of a
dining ecay; four traine were cut out on
that ~ line, and the Commissioner re-
considered her eage and reduced her rent.
The sawme applies to Goomalling; when the
trains were cut out the rent was reduced.
In regard to Pieton, the lcssee is asking
that his rent be reduced to £1 per week.
The lessee at Boyanup asks that his rent
be veduced ta £3 per week. In view of the
fact that the public are getting an im-
proved convenience, [ think the publie
ghould pay, rather than that the lessee
should suffer. I aum not geing to object to
any action of the Governmeut which will
make the public pay for services rendered.
There is an honourable transaction be-
tween the Government on the one hand and
the refreshment room lessee on the other.
1£ the position is a8 I have stated, will the
Minister agree to reduee the rent

The Minister for Mines: I shall certainty
be prepared to take the question to
Cabinet. .

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: An unanswerable
cage can be put up for consideration. The
Commigsioner will not move. He haa the
whip hand. He does not play the game.
There is the serap of paper to be honoured.
There was an implied undertaking that
those people would have a clear run and
if, by a change of policy, they are deprived
of their livelihood it is only a fair thing
to reduce the rent and give the lessees a
chanee to make good. I hope that the
Minister, when replying, will give me the
assurance I agk for, I sce the Minister for
Works is going to support my elaim, and
so [ will leave it to the justice of the
Minister to see that the rent is reduced.

The MINISTER I"OR WORKS (Hon. W.
J. George—Murray-Wellington) [11.0]: T
know it is not usual for one Minister to talk
on another Minister's Estimates, but I should
like to say a few words on the subject. As
far as the Pinjarra station is concerned, T
ean give evidence of what I have seen my-
self. T know that in connection with one main
passenger train the refreshment room at this
gtation only took Es. 3d., whereas the usual
takings have been from £8 to £10, and fre-
quently more, The rent amounts to £18
a week, T hold the view in regard to
these refreshment rooms that we should not
toko too mueh from the lessess, They are
established for the purpose of enrabling
travellers to obtain a deeent meal and at a
decent price, and to get liquor if they re-
quire it. If the rents are too big then the
lessee must reduce the quality of the supplies,
and more money will be required to come from
the pockets of the travellera, I commend this
to the Minister for his consideration. No
doubt the dining ecars are a great conveni-
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cnee to the travelling public. The faet that
liquor is not being sold on these dining ears,
exeept at meals, is a good idea. If we can
save the selling of a quantity of liquor at odd
times, also to render drunkenness less pos-
gible, we shall make our traing more attrac-
tive to the people than they have bheen
in the past. No matter what the con-
ditions of the leases may be. the coun-
try cannot nfford, whether in the railways
or any other department, to take a step which
means the ruin of those people who have en-
tered into business with the Government in
all good faith. I am quite sure from what
| know of the Minister for Railways, and
of the aeting Commisgioner, that they will
fully eonsider this matter and will mete out
justice all round. That is what hon. mem-
bers desire and what the people of the State
desire,

Mr. NAIRN (8wan) [11.2]: The effect of
the Railway Degpartment on the finances of
the State is greater than that of all the
other departments of State put together. At
the outset T must congratulate the Minister
and Cabinet upon having created a prete-
dent in regard to the method which was fol-
lowed in the appointment of the acting Com-
misgioner of Kailways., In season and out
of season I have contended that when there
were high official appointments to be
made within Australia, to go outside Aus-
tralia in order to fill those positions, was
a bad thing. This is the first time in the his-
tory of Weatern Australis that this policy
haz been adopted in regard to the railway
service. T hope the results which the Minis-
ter expects will be achieved through the ap-
pointment of Colonel Pope. Another matter
to which T desire to refer is the effect that
the inerease in the salaries and wages to

the staff -econnected with the control of the

railways will have npen the State. I am of
opinion that there is no c¢lass of worker in
Australia more deserving of these inecreases
than are the employess of the Railway De-
partment. They have suffered more patiently
than any other employees of the State for a
long period, I am glad they have received an
awnrd which makes their position better than
it was, even though it may be not as good yet
ag it might be, At the same time this ylaces
further financial obligations upon the coun-
trv and even greater responsibility upon
Ministers. Notwithstanding what has been
said to-night, hon. members appear to be re-

luctant to assist in making up any of that.

logs which mmst come from giving these in-
creaged wages, I say in all sineerity that
the Minister must lay hold of this question
boldly and make such rearrangement as will
meet this increased demand. It is impossible
for any department in the country to continue
giving services such as the Railway Depart-
ment are giving at the same rate as they did
five years ago. From the porter’s suit of
clothes to the paint on the windows or the
sheds, there has been a corntinuons increase
in cost, as with every other commodity, which
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has affected this great spending department
of State. There is only one way in which to
remedy the position and that is to meet it
by distributing equitably over the whole
State the contributions required to make uvp
this loss. The sooner we adopt such a method
the better it will be for all conecerned. I see
ny alternative bot to have an cquitable dis-
tribution of this burden., It is all very well
to talk about the gencral prosperity of the
State and squaring the ledger, but that will
not happen to sueh an extent as to meet this
increased Jdemand. I hope the Minister will
fight against what has heen the rule of
thumb wmethod of increasing revenue by put-
ting vp freights, and introducing a percent-
age inerease. That is absolutely unfair, A
third of the population lives in'and around
the metropelis, and an inerease of 10 per
eent. will not mean more than 1s, per ton
to persons regident in the metropolitan area.
On the goldfields and in the outlying parts
of the Statc, however, where the people are
paying from £10 to £12 a ton, the increase
will mean anything from £1 to 25s. per ton.
The Minister, I hope, will consider the ques-
tion of a surcharge on every article that is
eonveyed by or used on the railway service,
T want to sec this spread over the community
in an equitable manner. If we take the
fignres of £2,300,000 worth of goods that are
earricd over the railways in the year, an in-
crease of Gd, on every ton will, we sghall
find, bring in 2 return of something like
£60,000. I have discussed this question with
men in the Railway Department who ought
to know, and they say that such a system can
ho evolved. Tt iz the only fair and equitable
system to adopt and I seec no other way to
do it. That will get over the difficulty men-
tioned by thc member for Mt. Magnet, who
worked himself into a terrible state of anger
so far as profiteering in the metropolitan
arep is concerned.  This is one of the means
by which the people in the metropolitan area
can he emhraced. I should like the Minjster
to conmsider, as he must consider, whether
it is possible to work out such a scheme that
a surcharge can be imposed which will be
aquitably spread over the entire State,

Mr. LUTEY (Brownhill-Tvanhoe) [11.8] :
The most important item we have to deal
with is the intimation from the Minister
for Railways that it is the intention of the
CGovernment  to rTaise freights and fares.
Peonle in the far back districts are already
paying quite sofficient in this resnect. True,
there must be more money found in order
to carry on the railway system, but I eon-
tend the Government are going the wrong
way about the matter, and that they should
infroduce taxation on the unimproved value
of land in order to mest part of the interest
charges on the railways and to make a cor-
responding reduction in the freight charges.
The Goverament seem to think there is no
other way of doing this than te raise
freights and fares on our railways. Some-
time ago the Legislative Cowneil passed a
resolution in this matter, This House is
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looked vpon by many adversely, but in this
case it soems to have been a more progres-
sive Chamber than this one. We have on
the crogs benches men who are pledged
to the unimproved land valoe system of
taxation, and L think the Government should
have grappled with the tnatter and taken
advantage of the fact that there are al-
ready in this House so many hon. members
in favour of that system. It would be a re-
lief-to the producer and remove some of the
burden from their shoulders, and place it
where it should have been placed long ago,
namely, on those people who have benefited
go largely Dy the construetion of our rail-
ways.  Something like half of our lean
money has been spent in the construction of
railways throughout the lemgth and breadth
of the land, and this has mainly benefited the
land owners in the metropolitan area. It is
time these people paid their fair proportion
instead of escaping as they have doune in the
past. Seeing the Government have practic-
ally an assored majority in hoth Houses, I
hope they will bring down that system of
taxatien. I enter my emphatie protest
against any increase in fares and freights.
Notwithstanding the snggestion of the mem-
ber for 8Swan (Mr. Nairn), consideration
should be given to the people in the outback
arcas. Tf thero is an inerease in fares and
freights, the producers in the outback dis-
tricts will suffer again, as in the ‘past. This
is the most important question on the Esti-
mates. Several nights could be profitably
devoted te a discussion of this depart-
ment, hut, as the hour is late, T do not wish
to stress it further. Another question is the
concession to the Kurrawang Firewood Com-
pany to bwild a line from Kurrawang to
Kamballie, This means cutting out a large
amount of revenue from the department.
Protests have been voiced in Kalgoorlie:
the people are disatisfied, beeause the line
has gone through that way, I doubt whether
there would have been a protest but for the
foct that the loss to the State is proving a
gain to the company. I would like to hear
from the Minister regarding this concession.

Mr. Willeoek: [t meant retremchment of
cmployees, too.

Mr. LUTEY: Yes. The State should have
built a line in that direction many years
age, but now it has been done by a private
company and the benefit is poing to them in-
stead of to the State. Referencc has been
made to the suecess of wmator traing and
motor charabanes, I am informed that one

was given a trial in the South-West and that

it proved satisfactory. The Minister for
Railwanys knows the Brownhill loep ling from
which a nnmber of trains have been ent off
in late years. If the motors are satisfac-
tory, they should he tried on that loop line.
It we had a motor to run between the
scheduled trains, it would be bencficial to the
department and of great eonvenignee to a
large body of my electors. T hope the Min-
ister will give some indication of the pos-
sibility of using motor trains on this loop
line.
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Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [11.15]: I am
glad that 2 man haa been found in ocur rail-
way service who is considered qualified for-
the position of Commissioner. I beliove a
lot can be done to reduce the cost of running
our railways. It is wrong to have on a train
men from two different branches, Re-
sponsible for running the trains are the
tratfic department, which shows an increased
expenditure of £24,941, and the loco. depart-
went, which shows an inercased expenditure
of £99,410. AN the men running a trainm,
whether on the guard’s van or the footplate,
should belong to one scction of the service.
I do not Fellcve i the vresent method of
paying men oz the tite basis. It is not a
good one. ‘There should be n minimum and
o maximim wage for running the traina. If
the trains running on our single lines are
not kept up to scheduled time, delay after
delay oeeurs, rolling stock is held wp, and

power is lost. On one oceasion I de-
gired to travel from Doodlakine to
Perth and hreak my journey at Nor-
tham. 1 was told that a speeial
train  would leave Doodlakine at 12

o'clock on Monday. I was there to time and
had to wait until 2 p.n., before the train
showed up. Tt eame just before the mixed
train was timed to reach Kellerberrin, neces-
sitating a wait of over half an houf, When
we finally made a start we expected
to reach Northam between 7 p.m, and
8 pm, but obstruction after ohstrue-
tion oceurred and Northam was reached
at 1145 pm. I had no opportunity
to do the business I intended, and T had to
continne my jonrney by the express on the
following morning. On that occasion train
after train was held up, and it woull be
intercsting to know the cost to the State of
that particular journey. There were power,
rolling stock, and wages men-on at least
three trains, all held up. Such a system is
not satisfactory. If men were paid a maxi-
mum and 2 minimum wage according as they
rin the trains  to seheduled time, the
systemm would work hetter. One seetion of
the service should not be able to blama the
other section for delays. All the men should
be inspired with the one object of running
the traing to time. The Minister told us
that much of the rolling stoek is not fit for
serviece. The number of unservieeable loco-
motives has increased considerably sinece last
year. If it is impossible to obtain the ma-
terinl to restore these engines, we should get
the greatest power possible from those that
are running, The late Treasurer cxpressed
a wish that members who had any sugges-
tions should make them and he wounld con-
gider them,

Hon. P. Collier: Yours is not a sugges-
tion; you arc only relating that a train
ran late.

Mr., HARRISON: T have stated my be-
lief that the men on the trains should be
under one department, and should be paid
by results,

Hon, P. Coilier: Do you suggest that these
traing were deliberalely held up; or what is
your suggestionf
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Mr, HARRISON: T feel certain that if
those men worked with a higher degree of
co-gperation and were paid the maximum
wage to keep scheduled time, better results
would be obtained.

Houn. P. Collier: Then your suggestion
amounts to this, that the men deliberately
delayed the trains® |

Mr. HARRISON: T eare not what the
leader of the Opposition makes of the sug-
gestion, I stand by what I say, We want
scientific research into all the departmental
-workings, and a man ought to have the bene-
fit of the results of his energy wherever it
may be displayed. If one man can do better
than his fellow workers, he should reeeive
higher pay. —

Hon. P, COLLIER (Boulder) [11.22]: I
had no intention whatever of speaking on the
Railway Estimates, but I must say a word or
two in reply to the leader of the Country
party. That hon. member says that he has
offered a suggestion. What is the sugges-
tion? Does any member of the Committee
know? The member for Avon related some
incident in which a number of trains were
following one after the other on some line,
possibly in the Doodlakine area, He was
travelling in one of those trains, and was
landed in Northam some three or four hours
after scheduled time, whieh -ecircumstance
prevented him from doing any business on
that day. He details all this to the Minister
and suggests that the remedy is to pay the
employees on trains maximum rates if they
run to schedule time, What is the augges-
tion? If it is anything, it amounts to a
straight out imputation that the railway em-
ployees deliberately delayed those traina.
The inference from the hon. member’s re-
marks is that if those men had been paid
maximum rates for running to schedule time
they wonld have got in on schednle time, It
follows that they could have got in on sche.
dule time had they ¢hosen to do an. Thus
the imputation is that these men deliberately
held wp the truin along the road. And this
kind of thing is offered in response to an in-
vitation thrown out by the late Treasurer to
members fo offer suggestions for improving
the departmental services. The member for
Avon elagsified his suggestior under the
category of ‘‘“Scientific research.”’ If the
hon, member had investigated the matter at
all, he would know that the failure to run
to scheduled time was not the employees’
fault. The Minister indicated .the cavse of
delay when he said that a larger number of
railway engines than usual are out of com-
mission. Why are they out of commission?
Simply hecanse the State in recent years had
not the money to keep them in order. The
whole question is one of finance and mate-
rial. At present the rolling stock is not in
the state of repair that it ought to be in.
There are other disabilities, too, under which
drivers and guards lahour. Those disabili-
ties may not be the fault of the department,
who in some cases have beer wnable to ob-
tain material required and in other cases
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have not bheen furnished with the necessary
funds to purchase material, No talk about
scientific researeh or offering bonuses to run
to schedule time will overcome such diffieul-
ties, If we want a certain serviee effected
by employees, we must furnish them with the
necessary instrumentalities. The effect of
the hon. member’s remarks is that the em-
ployees deliberately loaf along the road. He
should know better, I do not believe that
any such imputation lies against our railway
employees. I understand that a member of
another place has stated that he saw railway
omployces deliberately dawdling along and
running hours hehind time in order that they
might obtain overtime pay. Such an infer-
ence is utterly unfair, and ought not to be
made when the cauwse of delays lies in an-
other direction, as indicated by the Minister
for Railways ip his opening remarks.

Mr. MONEY (Bunbury) [11.26]: I have
listened carefully to the speeches on this
vate. We have heard many suggestiors for
improving the position of the Railway De-
partment, but probably the only true remedy
iz to incrense the traffic. In my opinion suffi-
cient attention has not been given to the
development of the lands served by existing
railways. There is little doubt that our rail-
way mileage in proportion to population ig
muech beyond the normal standard. More
co-ordination is required between cur various
Government departments, Of what use are
our railways without roads? And yet for
many years it has been extremely difficult to
ohtain any assistance from the Railway De-
partment for our road system.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Government
have been spending about £20,000 a year on
feeder roads.

Mr, MONEY: The roads have not re-
coived that attention which should have been
given to them,

Tlie Minister for Mines:
to do with us?

Mr. MONEY: I am disappointed at that
remark of the Minister for Railways. That
remark explains the tronbld, It showa the
want of co-ordination from which our publie
services are auffering to-day. The Minister’s
interjection really confirma my statements.
Our roads have as mueh to do with our raijl-
ways as the people themselves have to do
with the railways. The Minister may as- well
ask, ‘“What have the people to do with us%’’

The Minister for Mines: That is & silly
argument.

Mr. MONEY: I know that the roads,
which are the fceders of the railways, arc
starved for material. The material for mak-
ing and maintaining roads that run for hun-
dreds of miles alongside the railways costs
from 10s. to 12s. per ton in cartage, while
that material might he earried by the Rail-
way Department for about 3s. 6d. per ton,
But the material is not carried and will not
be carried by the railways because that is
not the busincss of the Railway Depart.
ment. I repeat, there is no do-ordination,
The road boards of this State, and

What has that
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particularly those of the South-West]
meet  annually in  conference to con-

sider ways and means of benefiting the
Siate. At thosc conferemnces they have
passed resolutions affirming that if the
Railway Department can earry material for
ballasting their lines at 3s. per tonm, they
an carry the material for the roads, which
are the teeders of the railways, at the same
priec per ton. Is that silly$ The people
of this State are not silly. I should like an
assurance from the Minister that road-
making material will be carried by the
railways at cost, Hitherto, the answer to
that suggostion has been that the transport
of road-making material is not the business
of the Railway Department. 1 do not de-
giro to go into details. It is a matter of
management and co-ordination. It can be
done and it should be dome. There is no
reason why a train load of material should
nof be dumped on any part of the road at
convenient spots. We should encourage the
construction of better roads, which would
be feeders for the railways, and this could
be done with a little organisation. Even
the question of drainage should not be
neglected. To-day there are drains cut for
railwuay purposes. Yet therc is the greatest
difficulty cxperienced by settlers alongside
railway lines in connection with utilising
those drains to get rid of surplus water. If
there were co-ordination the Railway De-
partment would see the advantage that
would he derived by giving every help in
that direetion. With regard to branch lines,
it is known that these which act as feeders
te the main lines, are the lines which pay.
We should assist in the direetion of in-
creasing development on the area served
by the branch lines, by giving the settlers
a motor service, not only for passenger but
for goods traffie. T repeat again that there
is want of ce-ordination, but I eannot streas
that faet too much. We have had to suffer
in the past from Governmeni bureaucracy.
One department seems to have ne concern
abont another {epartment. It is a ques-
tion of—* ‘it i3 not my business.’’ It should
be cvery devartment’s Dbusiness, because it
iz in the interests of the State that all
these questions should be attended to.
There is onc matter in connection with
which I desire to support the member for
Forrest. It is perhaps a small matter com-
pared with the more important ones whieh
have been mentioned. I refer to the agree-
ments with reference to the refreshment
rooms. These have been considerably
altered in consequenee of the better accom-
modation given to passengers by attaching
dining cars to the trains. T can support
everything that the hon. member has
stated. The passengers going to Bridge-
town or to Boyanup are able to have their
mid-day meal on the train before the train
reaches the junction at Picton, and on arriv-
ing at Picton they maturally do not require
refreshments at Boyanup. It is the same

thing on the return trip, and I hope the

‘member for Bunbury means that,
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Minister for Roilways will give an assur-
ance to the House that the agreement. with
the refreshment room keepers will be equit-
ably altered to meet the varied conditions '
which have arisen,

The MINISTER ¥FOR MINES AND
RAILWAYS (Hon, J, Scaddan—Albany—
in reply) [11.35]: I will be very brief in
my reply to the criticisms which have been
offered, seme friendly and some of an en-
tirely difforent nature, At the outset I
want to say that I was struck with the
warmth. of the remarks of the member for
Bunbury (11~ IToney) with regard to the
detail operations of tha Railway Depart-
ment. I want to tell the hon, member that
it is no business of mine to attend to de-
tails. The Govermment do not appoint a
Commissioner of Railways under an Act of
Parliament, with definite powers laid down,
and at a salary greater than that paid to
Ministers of the Crown, and then expeet
Ministers to take the responsibility for
details. I am not going to take that
responsgibility. If I could have talken it,
I would have been an applicant for the
position of Commissioner. Members are
continually approaching me in regard to
matters of detail. But I have always been
willing and anxious that they should meet
the Commissioner and discuss these matters
with him to see whether adjustments could
be made. Am T to be asked to take all
sorts of respousibility, even to the extent
of deelaring that the railway aystem should
be for the convenience of road boards or
for local authorities, and that the depart-
ment should dump things anywhere for
those local anthorities ¥ If co-ordination
which has been so much stressed by the
I am
afraid we shall not get co-ordination in our
public departments. If we start to do that
kind of thing we shall be confronted with
all sorts of difficulties. The hon. member
does not appear to appreciate that the
Railway Department must operate over
every mile of the system, and if we are to
set out on the hasis of paying special atten-
tion to some little spot in the South-West,
where will it end, and what sort of a rail-
way system will we have?

My, Money: You domp material every-
where for ballasting.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
entirely different. The hon. member knows
that we are compelled to do that so
as mnot to inconvenicnce our general rum-
ning, and we do it in train leads to get rid
of it quickly, That is wvery different
from taking one truck of material to some
place and dropping it for the couvenicnee of
n local authority. If the hon, member ean
submit a proposition te the Commissioner
whereby it will be possible to take n whole
train load of material to a particolar loeality
and get rid of t'at material without inter-
fering with the werking of the railway sys-
tem generally, I am sure the Commissioner
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will fall into line with the wish of the hom,
member and render that assistance. The
proposition put up by the hon. member, how-
ever, ig utterly absurd, The department is
continually assisting local authorities in every
way that can possibly be done, of course
wherever it is safe to render that assistance,
but they are not going to take the responsi-
bility of doing something which will be
absglutely unsate to carry out. If we are to
have eco-ordination let it be on lines which
will be in the interests of the department
conduecting the service.

Mr. Money: The interests of the people.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We shounld
first of all serve the intercsts of those who
are operating the serviee,

My, Money: The roads are as impertant
as the railways.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
suggest they arc not. 1 am telling the hon.
member that we can only eo-ordinate from
the point of view of safety, but we are not
there for the purpose of providing the State
with roads, That is a department whieh is
controlled by others. ‘What the hon. member
wants is one dictator in this country who ean
take the whole of our departments and say,
““You shall de this, you shall do that, or
you shall do the other.”” What sort of a
condition of affairs would we have in a short
space of time? There is glready guite enough
for Ministers to do.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: If you give me £5,000
a year I will take on the j)ob.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: And the
resnlt would be that the hon. member would
be dead in no time. But I am paying too
much attention to matters that do not eount.
There are others of greater importance to
which 1 desire to reply. With regard to
what has been said aboul refreshment rooms,
I will make further represcntations to the
Commissioner, and if those who are inter-
ested fail to get what ia considered to be
fair and just treatment I shall then be pre-
pared to consider the question and make a
representation to Cabinet, because, after all,
that is a guestion of policy. But I have no
right as Minister to amend a question of
policy without first consniting the Commis-
sioner in order to give him an opportunity
for showing his mettle. The present Com-
missioner ig full of sympathy with Lis fellow
men and would do no injustice to anybody.
In regard to the appointment of Mr. Back-
shall, T may say I have known that officer
casually for a number of years. I have
known him in Labour orgonisations and as
an engine-driver on the railway system. He
wns appointed not beeause he happened to
have heen an engine-driver on the system,
but beeause the Commissioner required to
create a new position in the service. In that
respect the Commissioner has the same right
ns the Minister. If I desirc to have a con-
fidentia! clerk, one whom I ean send round
into all the departments to delve into con-
fidential files and report to me, I have the
tight to make such an appointmnet. Surely,
then, the Commissioner of Railways, eontrol-
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ling a servicc in which there are so many
branches and sub-departments of vital im-
portance to the scrvice, has the right to call
to his aid 2 man in whom he can repose the
utmost confidenee, & man of ability and per-
sonality, eapahble of carrying out his dutics
efficiently and without danger of creating
friction. Colonel Pope’s opinion may differ
from those of hon. members, but he has the
right to choose. his man for sueh a purpose,
and T would not raise the slightest objection
except to point out to Colonel Pore that the
policy of the State, through the Government,
is that preference shall be given to soldiers,
other tlhings being equal. Jt is scarcely
necessary to vemind hon., members that
Colenel Pope is himself one of the best of
our soldiers, a man who suffered in more
ways than one through going to the war,
Colonel Pope is one of the best friends the
returned soldiers have,

My, Ioley: He has not proved it,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member says that because Colonel Pope has
happened to approint one man who is not a re-
turncd soldier. If we were to pursue the hon.
memhber’s  reasoning to its conclusion, no
office boy could be appointed from outside
the ranks of returned soldiers, It would be
just as logieal to say that none but returncd
soldiers should be ¢lected to Parliament. Al
that is undertaken is that, other things being
equal, every opportunity shall be given,
But on the question of ability and person-
ality, Colonel Pope had a perfect right to
geleet his oom man,

Mr. ¥oley: Tt is a poor old advertisemeni
for our returned soldiers.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member does not know what he is talking
about, docs not know anything about the
position which Mr. Backshall has been ealled
upon to fill.

Mr, Foley: I know there are men in the
railwny service better qualified for the job.

The MINISTER FPOR MINES: That is
purely imagination. The hon. member has
no right to pit his knowledge of railway men
against that of Colonel Pope.

Mr. Foley: It is a poor old advertisement
for the railway men.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It am not
saying whether it is good or bad, but Colonel
Pope is charged with the responsibility of
operating a railway system involving two mil-
lion pounds revenue and 134 millions of ex-
penditure. If he is to be subjected to criti-

- eism on the appointment of a man who is

to supply him with confidential information,
who will sometimes find it necessary to re-
port against heads of departments, where are
we to get to? All this pother is becanse Mr.
Backshall does not happen to be a returned
soldier; yet he has filled scores of other posi-
tions withont any eriticiam from returned
soldiers, Apparently one appointment is to
condemn and damn a man who has done =0
mueh for Western Australia, It is an absurd
attitude on the part of the hon. member.
The hon. memher should realise that, as Min-
ister, ¥ am going to aceept the opinion of the
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man with the expert knowledge. There is
nobody in the serviec who knows better than
Colonel Pope the individual men of the ser-
vice, No man in the service will say that
Colonel Popo is mot an excellent judpge when
selecting a man,

Mr, Pickering: There is any amount of
discontent in the scrvice over this,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Nothing
of the kind. Attempts were made to stir
up diseontent, but they all failed. The mem-
ber for Geraldton (Mr. Willcock) knows of
one o¢ two such attempts. That is the ans-
wer to all this eriticiam, It is true that some
did eriticise, and probably some were juati-
fied in expressing their opinions on the or-
ganisation most affected. The Commissioner
has a perfect right to make his own appoint-
ment in sueh a case. The member for Ger-
aldton knows the position. We have had
aecidents with loss of life, we have had
hold-ups through breakdowns and other
troubles; yet T do not know of a single in-
stance in which the report from the heald
of the department has not been to the effect,
‘“*No one was responaible.’’ Those things
can happen day after day, year after year,
and the report, when it finally reaches the
Commissioner from the head of the depart-
ment, ig that no one was to blame. Possibly
no one was directly to blame for the accident,
but in all probability it could have been
shown that, by foresight on the part of the
responsible officer, the aceident could have
heen averted. If the Commissioner is to be
called upon to administer the department
with cxpert men in charge of eaeh of the
hranches, he cannot be a mechanical enginecr
and a eivil engineer and——

Mr. Foley: The man he appointed is net
a civil engineer.

Mr, Willcock: He is a civil individual, at
any rate.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The Com-
missioner cannot be all these things rolled
into one: but he can be a man of judgment,
and most decidedly Colonel Pope is that, He
has the right to appoint a man to go out and
mnake ingniries and submit his conclusions to
the Commissioner, the only officer to whom
e is responaible, :

Mr. Foley: Why should the Commissioner
go outside the service for such a man? Ts
there not a switable man in the service?

The MTNISTER TOR MINES: Tt is not
a question of the men in the service. The
Commisgioner has o perfeet right to make
his own selection in the case of an officar
who is to furnish him with confidential in-
formation.

Mr, Foley: Tt is a poor old advertisement
Tar the returned soldliers and for the men
in the service,

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: It is the
samne old question. If a man fails to please
Le i3 said to have no judement. Evervone
says that. Tt i3 a matter for the opinion of
tho acting Cotmissioner, becanse he has
to take tiie responsibility. I am not going
to take it. T told the acting Commissioner
that so long as he knew the palicy of the
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Government it was his responsibility. He
says he knows his policy as administrator of
the railway system, and is prepared to take
the full responsibility of the work, and he
i taking it, He is entitled to hold that re.
sponsibility over anyone else.

Hou, W. C. Apgwin: That is so.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The mem-
ber for Sussex has lodged a complaint which

T am going to take as being a serious one.

Mr, Foley: Mine will be more serious be-
fore I am through.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do uot
care a twopenny dump what hon, members
may say about that point. The question is
cene for the aeting Commissioner to decide.
It does not count a row of pins what they
think, L do not care if the 4% members of
this House hold a different opinion from that
which I have expressed. I hold the view
that we have appointed a man to a respon-
sible position and that he must carry out
that responsibility, except when it comes te
a question of actual policy.

Hon. W. €. Angwin: T have never heard a
ruilway man in my district say anytbing
ahout it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I tell the
hon. members on the cross benches that we
are as concerned as they arc regarding the
sparking of Collie coal in the agricultural
districts, and about the loss to the commun-
ity from fires, Someone has suggested that
they should insure against sueh loss, but that
does not rid us of the fact that the com-
nnity has lost money which it will be un-
able to recover.

Mr, Wilson: A good many fires are caused
hy Neweastle coal.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
coming to that. Hon. members cannot
give a guarantee that if we do use
Newcastle coal there will be no fires,
T have never heard of Collie coal being used
in New South Wales, but only a week or so
age I saw mention of one of the most disas-
trous fires that has ever occurred in the
agricultural districta of New South Wales.
As T have stated, no Collie ceal is used there,
T have heard of disastrous fires which have
burnt out settlers in Canada, and no Collie
coal is used there. Other fires which have
taken placc within the range of this Parlia-
ment have heen said to have been caused by
C'ollic coal. When a ship eatches fire, say
somcwhere close to England, is it urged
that Collie ecal is responsible? All
conls are liable to spontaneous combustion,
the whole thing depending upon the manner
in which it is bunkered in the ships, So it
iz with the agrienltura] districts, We realise
that any coal will spark if the engine is
overloaded, but the difference between Collie
eonl and New South Wales or Welsh coal is
that the sparks from Collie coal will carry
n greater distance before they lob on the
ground, with the result that the sparks are
liable to cateh dry prass a greater distance
away from the railway than might be the
ease with other eoals, On the other hand,
Collie coal sparks are of such a light nature
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that they are Mable to go out before they
reach the ground.

Mr. Wilson: That is the point,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I havo
seen sparks from an engine from my house
at Mt. Laswley which appear to be going to
set fire to the place, but they go out before
they reach the ground. With all these
charges ugainst Coliie coal of baving hurnt
out farmers, it is remarkable that there are
fires probably just as frequently far removed
from the railway line as there are in the
vieinity of the railway Jive. There are mem-
bers here who were with me at Mt, Barker
when they heard the resolution carried that
T ghould get the Commissioner of Police to
take action against settlers who had begn
burning off before the date laid down hy
law, and who were setting alight to other
people’s grass paddocks as a consequence.

Mr, Duff: Glass bottles do a lot of
damage.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: I sub-

mitted the matter to the police, with the ob-
jeet of their ascertaining the dates in ques-
tion and setting the law in motion in econ-
nection with those who were implicated, and
yet we are told that all fires are caused
through Collie ¢oal.

Mr. Griliths: No, we are not,

Hon. WL C. Angwin: We did not hear
auything about it for three years.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T am
really eoneerned about the matter. The
Commissioner has agreed that where it
is possible to get a spark arrester
which in aetual practice and not on
paper, or as a model, will prevent
Collie coal or any other eoal from sparking,
we will pnt it on our locomotives in the agri-
eultural districts so as to prevent any possi-
bility of fire.

Mr. Foley: If a good maodel eomes along,
wonld you go into the matter?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T do aot
know, I have seen many models which never
go any further than the model stage.

Mr. Foley: You would not give 2 man a
chance if he did have a try.

The MINISTER FFOR MINES: They get
all kinds of chances, I ask, however, that it
shonld not be a model but a complete appli-
ance, one that will not only arrest sparks
but will at the same time not arrest the
engine. [ ean pet & spark arregter; for I
have only to have the funnel of the engine
closed wp, but we want to get some steam
and keep our engines moving. Tt is  not
an casy problem, Men tried to provide an
effective spark arredter before we knew any-
thing abont it, but they have not yet sue-
ceeded. None of the appliances that have
been invented are perfect. Bo long as we
have to raise steam by foreed dranght
throngh a low funnel we are going to get
sparks, or else our draught will he choked.
When the draught is choked it iz impossible
to raise stenm. We are doing our best and
cannot do any more. The whole thing re-
quires a lot of eonsideration, bnt that con-
sideration is being given to it. Collie is suf.
fering tremendouvsly from a lack of employ-

ment for many of the men. Orders have
fallén off for bunkering eoal and this will
mean that numbers of men will be thrown
out of work, It will of course increase the
volume of work for the Newcastle miners if
we have to bring in Newcastle coal to this
State, but that will not ussist ua here. We
must do our best on behalf of our own
industry and our own producers, Other mat-
ters mentioned are questions of detail af-
feeting the administration of the depart-
ment, I will ask the Acting Cemmissioner to
take u note of the remarks which have been
made by hon. members, and I koow he wil
give all the matters concerned the utmost
consideration, 1 do not think | um entitled
as Minister, although I am in churge of the
responsibility of answering to this House, to
take the responsibility of also being com-
missioner of Raijlways. Colonel Pope is a
man who will fill the position with eredit to
himself and also to the people of the State.
T intend to give him a chance first of all
to deal with these problems before I attempt
in any way to interferc with him,

Mr, Jones:  What aboul the Kamballie
wood line?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It would
take me somc time to tell the whole story.
I have held the opinion in the past, and T
hold it still, that wherever a Government de-
partment ean remove! the cost of handling
a commodity it should do so. That cost of
handling a commodity has to be borne by
someone in the community, and someone in
the community has to pay. It is all very well
to talk about continning the old methods of
handiing a commodity half a dozen times,
beeause it gives work. That work has to be
paid for, and it means that the work is being
done in a way which will not be for the
benefit and well being of the community.
For years past we have been hauling coal to
burn in engines which haul wood 15 miles,
which wood has already been taken 100
miles to be used as firewoed on our loco-
motives. That charge has fto be borne by
the mining industry. T took the respansi-
bility of saying that if we could reduce
that charge we were entitled to do it. That
is ell we have done. One member remarked
that the Kurrawang Firewood Company were
doing what we were doing. TIf the com-
pany are doing it more cheaply, and the
mines are getting the benefit of it

Mr, Jones: But are the mines pgetting
tho bencfit?

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: Yes, nf
course. The hon. member knows that when
the strike ocenrred, every one desired that a
solution of the diffienlty shounld be found as
soon as possible. The attitude adopted was
that one side would not continue to provide
the firewood to the companies at the old
rates, owing to the increased eost of living.
The companics said they could not afford
to mpay the increased demands, unlesa the
mining companies paid them a higher price
for the firewood. The men were quite cor-
rect in their demands for an increase in
wages to meet the inereased cost of living.
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If the wood companies were working on a

narrow margin, a8 was asserted, they
had no alterpative than to eall upon
ihe consumers of the firewood to pay
the enhanced price. That higher price

would have meant that some of the mines,
working to the nearest possible point of
vankruptey and some of them actuwally work-
ing at a loss but still employing men, would
have had to close down, Firewood is a big
commodity in connection with the mining
industry. Since the mines have been operat-
ing they have used no less than 40 million
tons of firewgod.

Mr, Foley: And all that time they have
been running parallel to our line for 80
miles.

The MINISTER FOR MINES:  What-
cver the opinions we might hold in normal
times, we had to waive them in order to
meet the abnormal conditions then prevail-
ing. The mines were held up. We
had to provide sustenance for a Dbig
commnnity in Kalgoorlie and Boulder and
the cost of this sustenance during the week
beforc we discontinued supplying it was
£6,000. Surely therc was no force in eon-
tinuing that outizy if we could find a simple
wiy out of the difficulty. We found what we
considered to be the simplest and easiest way
out, a way which would be of advantage to
the mining industry. Let us remove the re-
ptrictions on industry and on the cost of
commodities for the carryieg on of mining.
Tf the mines could earvy on' without firewood
they would do so, but firewood is necessary
to ennble the industry to continue, Al-
though our action involved on paper the ap-
rearance of a loss, the few pounds per annum,
said to be £8,000, has to be off-sct by the
amount of £6,000, value of the sustenance
provided during the last week of the difii-
eulty. Our action brought the dispute to an
end; the men were able to get what they
demanded only in another way, and the com-
punies were able to carry on the firewood
business at the same price. Snrely thizs was
worth the little sacrifice we made,

Genernl debate concluded; items Qiscussed
as follows—

ltem—Jilgetrical Iingineer and telegraph
guperintendent, district and assistant engin-
cers and superintendent of signals and inter-
locking, £4,400:

Mr. WILLCOCK: When we lock for the
causes of industrial unrest, we often find that
one of them arises from the favouritism of
bosses. Through the action of the district
engineer at Geraldton towards certain indi-
viduals under his eontrol, the general im-
pression is that favouritism has been respons-
ible for the dismissal of two men.

The Minister for Works: What
name?

Mr, WILLCOCK: Sergeant, the man who
wasg ceneernad in the matter of giving pre-
ferencc to Chinese storekeepers at Geraldton
for material to repair washaways, and I am
glad the Minister has decided that this policy

is ‘his
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shall be discontinued, The complaint made
is that a man named McDonald, a contractor
ot Sandstone, had some dcalings with Ser-
geant in connection with land at Mullewa
and the general impression is that, in return,
MeDonald was promised a position in the de-
partment, To make way for MeDonald,
someone had to go and a man named Eadie
was dismissed ostensibly for the offence of
not having turned up for work until half an
hour after he was due. Eadie took the ease
to the appeal board and was reinstated. To
make room for MeDenald, it was decided to
retronch two men named Garfoof and Whee-
lan. They, however, complained that o man
who had been in the department for only six
months had been kept on, though they had
heen employed muoeh longer, When their
complaint was sent in, the officer shifted his
ground and sajd their retrenchment was due
to incompetency. ‘The incompetence was
alleged to have occurred 18 montha before
and the charge was not brought forward until
sonie justifieation was required to sack them
in order to keep MeDonald on,

The Minister for Works: That is a serious
thing to say.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Yes, but T have said it
is the general impression of the men in the
distriet. This oceurred some time ageo and an
inquiry should be held. It is said that
MeDonald bought the land from Sergeant,

and  the impression is that one of
the conditions on which he bought it
wag that he should be given a job

in the department. Apparently, the two men
were then sacked to make room for him.

The Minister for Works: If that ean be
proved, Sergeant should he put ount.

Mr. WILLCOCK: I agree with the Min-
ister. .

The Minister for Works: It is a serious
charge to make.

Mr, WILLCOCK: T recognise that, but T
have stated it is the general impression of the
men in the district. My informants have a
good inside knowledge of the department,
and T am satisfied there is some ground for
their complaint. It wos eaid that the men
who were put off were joiners, but one of
them stated that he had done only three
months’ joinery wark during all the years he
was employed in the department. It was said
that these men were put off and MeDonald
wag put on beenuse the latter was n better
man. McDonald i a single man; the other
two arc wmarried men.

The Minister for Worka: It i3 hardly fair
play to make charges like this.

Mr. WILLCOCK.: The Minister should re-
member that these men are soffering under
a deep sense of injustice and have been nn-
able to obtain redress, though an inquiry
was promised them.

Mr, Foley: Has the Commissioner a report
on the matter?d

Mr, WILLCOCK: Yes, and the matter has
bheen delayed for seven or eight meonths dur-
ing which time these men have been deprived
of their livelihood. The impression of the
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employees i that it is distinetly a case of
favouritism.

Mr. Foley: Thin.a does not show much con-
tentment in the service.

The Minister for Works: I have not heard
of any charges like that.

Mr, WILLCOCK: I have here a very
lengthy report of a deputation which brought
the matter up. A man was charged with in-
curring too much expense in shifting a 12ft.
by 8ft. room from one side of the line to the
other. The acting Commissioner is reported
as having said to the deputation that if the
facts were not as stated he would hold an
investigation into the matter. Instead of a
12ft, x 8ft. room, it was actwally a three-
roomed cottage that had been built as a
store when the Wongan Hills-Mulewa line
was built. The structure was dug into the
ground, and its removal cost £30 or £40 in-
stead of the £17 which was the departmental
estimate for the removal of the supposed
12ft. x 8ft. room. And yet this cost of £30
or £40 was the only justification which eould
be raked ujp for the man’s dismissal, On the
face of it, o gross injustice was done in that
case. The other man was sent to erect a
stock yard. He found the work too much for
him to do by himself, and forwarded a re-
commendation that another labourer be sent
té assist. Tt was found necessary te blast
out the sitc. That man also was sacked. One
of the Commisioner’s officers went to the
union sceretary’s office and perused the file
there, and he was astonished. These two
men having been retrenched from the railway
serviee, the appeal board ruled that there
was no ground for appeal. When the ques-
tion of the rvetrenchment of thesc men in
place of other men who were their juniors
was raiscd, the eharges I have mentioned
were raked up against them. Had they -been
dismissed, they would have had an oppor-
tunity of disproving before the appeal board
the charges made against them. T wish to
emphagize that the charges were never made
against them until there was a row about
certain other men being kept on while these
men were retrenched. MeDonald is a single
man in the eyes of the department because
his wife does not live with him, and there-
fore when he is away from where he is sta-
ticned he receives 48, per night expenses. I
truat the Minister will have a searching in-
quiry made into the truth of the allegation
that there have been land transactions be-
tween MeDonald and the distriet engineer,
and as to whether the men retrenched can do
their work. They are willing to submit to
any reasonable test, There is another phase
of the question regarding the removal -of the
cottage: the inspector of buildings ought to
have been consulted regarding the removal
from Sandstone to Mullewa. Tf as the re-
sult of inquiry it should be found that there
is no justification for the retrenechment of
these men, who have been employed by the
department for seven or eight years, they
should he rcinstated. T hope the Minister
will direct the Commissioner to make a
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searching investigation into the whole buai-
ness. :

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I desire to bring
under the Minister’s notice the case
of John Gurney, an old fettler who

had been working for the department at
York for 18 years when he was taken seri-
ously ill. The illness ineapacitated him for
his duties as a fettler. His doctor ordered
him to get lighter work, saying that other-
wise he would net answer for the conse-
quences. Gurney is absgolutely unfit to go
back to fettling. He laid his case before the
foreman in charge at York, and asked
whethor a lighter job conld be found for him.
He was told that an endeavour would be
made to find him something suitable. After
some lapse of time he was informed that the
department could do nothing for him, There-
upon he wrote te me, and I communicated
with the department pointing out that the
man had contracted his illness while in their
service. I got a reply that the matter would
reccive attention, After some furiber time
hnd elapsed I wrote again to the department,
and was then informed that there was no
light billet in which the man eouid be placed.
T do uot, of course, expect the department to
be eouverted into a refuge for disabled men
but still T consider that a man who has
given the department faithful service for so
long a period might be found employment
when he is incapacitated for heavy work. I
am inelined to think that the applications in
this matter did not reach the right quarter,
and were dismissed without proper inquiry.

Item, Timber mill manager, £425;
Mr, PICKERING: This item, I under-

stand, refers to the sawmill which supplies
the Railway Department with sleepers, I be-

- lieve the mill is not eapable of supplying the

full requirements of the department, and in
view of the contemplated sale of the State
sawmills, T shall be glad to learn whether
the Minister intends to increase the capacity
of the mill so that it may meet all the re-
quirements of the railways,

Hon,. W. C, Angwin: Wait till the State
sawmills are sold; they are not sold yet.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The mat-
ters raised by the members for Geraldton
and York will be inquired into after the aect-
ing Commisioner has made reports. Tn re-
Py to the member for Sussex T have to say
that T de not like anticipating things as to
which I am not certain, The mill in question
is operating on the Flora and Fauna Reserve,
aud the Forestry Department are opposed to
the crection of another mill there, which
wounld mean the speedy cutting out of the re-
serve. It is trne that the mill is unabie to
provide all the sleeper requircments of the
Railway Department; but there are other
portions of our forests being oaperated hy
sawmillg, and I consider that the State re-
quirements ought to have the first eall on
timber produced in this State.

Vote pot and passed.

Vote-—State Batteries, £60,327-—agreed to.
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Votc—State  Dairy
£3,151—agreed to.

Vote—Btate Trading Concerns, £8,443.

Item—Meat Distribution—Losa of trad-
ing, £224:
. Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: What is the mean-
ing of this item ‘‘Meat Distribntion?’?
There has not been any for years,

The MINISTER IFOR WORKS: I have
no notes dealing with this matter. T really
do not know anything about it. 1 think pro-
bably it is elosing up an old nceount,

Item, Shipment of cattle from the Nowth-
West—Loss on trading, £8,219:

Hon, P. COLLIER: This scems to he
rather a huge sum to have lost on trading.
Was it aetually lost last year, or is it ex-
pected that it will be lost during the com-
ing season? Each year’s Estimates as they
«ome round show a ¢onsiderable sum debited
to this item.  Cattle have been fetehing a
fair price, a price which should be remunera-
- tive. It must be that some contract has
been made at rates which have been too gen-
erous,

The Premier: The loss is that of last year
on the cattle which were hought and brought
down.

Ton. W. C. Angwin: How could you lose
on cattle when they were fetehing such high
prices?

The Premier: The amount was not charged
up last year.

Hon, P, COLLIER: The whole business of
the shipment of cattle from the North-West
has been most unsatisfactory because of the
bungling contracts which have been made.
Who is responsible for the management and
the bringing down of the stock from the
North-West? Two years ago there was a loss
of £30,000 through a contract made by a
member of the then Government which was
a deplorable thing from every point of view.
The Government should have henefited by the
experience gained on that oceasion and in
connection with cattle brought down since
they should have been able to make some-
thing like a businéss deal. Last year stock
brought the highest prices in the history of
the State, and how such a loss could have
been made is difficult to understand, We
have "our own boats and we should bring
down stock at a cost not greater than if
costs those who are trading privately, There
is somcthing wrong somewhere. If a Labour
Minister had incurred the loss of £30,000 to
which I have referred, he would have been
impeached for his incapacity.

Mr. Foley: That man iz manager of the
State Steamship Service now.

Hon. P, COLLIER: That contract was
made by a Minister of the Crown with the
owners of the stoek, Some explanation of
this ought to be given,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Previously this
has heen inoluded in the Btate Trading

Farm, Claremont,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Concerns division. Last year the vote was
£12,870, and the estimated receipts were
£20,000, the cstimated contribution te Con-
solidated Revenue being £7,130. This year
it has been struck out from the State Trading
Concerns <livision and put under that of
Business Undertakings. This hos been done
on purpose to inislead members.

-The Premicr: I have not tried to mislead
them.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No, but the officer
who put this where it is tried to do so,
There is a difference of £15,000, Last year
we were told it was on account of a lot of
cattle purchased and sent to Yandanooka to
be fattenzd, The department gave up deal-
ing in meat, elosed down the butchers’ shops
and sent the balance of the cattle to Yanda-
nooka. last year the vote was under State
Trading Councerns, whereas this year it is un-
recoginisable  under Business Undertakings,
It was first put under State Trading Con-
eerns in a year when there was a loss of
£26,000, it being the desire to make the State
trading concerns look bad.

The PREMTER: I assurc the hon. mem-
ber T had ue hand in placing this vote here.
I am told it is to cover a loss which ought
to have been charged wp in the previous
year, this being the halance of the losa.

on. P, Collier: If that is so, the Esti-
mates are not properly presented.

The PREMIER: When dealing in cattle
one might casily make a considerable loss at
any time. 1 do not knew very much about
the transaction, I think it was in the year
before lasi that these cattle were brought
down and sent to Yandanooka.  However,
this is the balance of a loss on bringing
down cattle from the North-West, and I am
told it shonld have been charged up last year.

Hon. P, Collier: We voted £12,870 for the
purpose last year. :

The PREMIER: This comes through from
the year before last. A loss was made, and
made over a year ago.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Where is the revenue
of £20,00¢ which it was estimated would re-
sult?

The PREMIER: This is a loss whieh
cleans up the whole transaction. That is all
I know about it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: [ ean quite under-
stand that this has been handled by the
Minister for Agriculture and, therefore, the
Premier is not au fait with it; but the de-
partment responsible should have supplied
the Premier with particulars. The explana-
tion offered is that this is a debit which has
heen  stonding over sinee the year hefore
last. An account of £8,000 has been allewed
to stand over for two years, notwithstanding
that we voted £12,870 last year to meet the
cxpenditure!  Tf that is the explanation, I
am inelined to think the Department of Agri-
eulture has not supplied the whole of the
partienlars. :

The Premier: They certainly have not sup-
plied much information.
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Hon, P. COLLIER: And we were pro-
mised that £7,130 should go into Consolidated
Revenue. We have no surplus, No expendi-
ture was incurred,

The [remier: The loss on the trading in
these cattle altogether was £15,722. That ia
in eotnection with this transaction.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Premier should
postpone this matter and let us know some-
thing about it later. Last year by voting
£12,000 we were supposed to square the whole
thing up and have a return of £7,000, but
this .year instead of getting that return we
have another ivss of £8,000. The vote last
year was £12,870, and the estimated receipts
were £20,000, leaving a balance due to Con-
solidated Revenue of £7,130. Ingtead of
there being a balance we have a loss of
£5,433 and no vote at all for last year. The
whole thing is wrong.

The Premier: The loss is not wrong.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: But the Estimates
are wrong, Why not postponc the whole
thing$?

The Premier:
for a month.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: There ia a differ-
ence of £15,000 and we ought to know where
it is.

The PREMIER: I move—

That consideration of this vote be post-
poncd.

Motion put and passed.

Vote—Tourist resorts, Cave House, ete.,
£9,753: '

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: There iz an an-
ticipated loss of £753, Does that mean a
lnss on the Cave House or on advertising?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The in-
crease i3 made up in advertising, printing,
cle, £650, There were improvements to the
valne of £250, making a total of £9,753.
That is with the head office expenditure. The
Cave House at Yalingnp accounts for £5,475,
motor fares, spirits, ete, £800, and improve-
ments and minor additions which were neces-
sary aeccount for the balance.

Hou. P. Collier: Is Rottnest expenditure
ineluded ¢

Jfon. W. C. ANGWIN: No, plans bhave
been prepared for extending the buildings,
involving an expenditure of £15,000. It is
hard te say how long we shall have to go
before we have to expend that amount. It
will be absolutely necessary to obtain the
accommodation that is required. At present
it is all taken up and many people have to
be turned sway during the summer months.
‘We could fill double the aceommodation we
have to-duy. Qwing to the state of the
finances the Government are not prepared
to go on with the propositien of extensions
for the preseat.

Vote put and passed.
Vote—Tramways, £125902—agreed to.
Vote—Yandanooka Hstate, £12,223:

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: 1 should like somec
information regarding this jtem, as it may

I am ready to postpone it
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throw some light on the other item that we
dealt with a little time ago. I understand
that a lot of the cattle from the North-
West went to Yandanooka, and has been
grazing there for some time,

Mr, Maley: They were the rejects.

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: I have been informed
that ‘the Government have a fairly large
number of cattle there in splendid condi-
tion and ready for the market. It was also
stated that they would bold that eondition
unttl Jennary or IPebruary, and that it was
not proposed to put them on the market
until that time when the price would be
high and a greater profit returned. If thees
cattle are as represented to me during the
last one or two days, it may place a differ-
ent complexion on the item which we pre-
‘vipusly discussed,

The Minister for Mines: We may make
a hetter profit on them,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The arguinent used is
that they will not bring the same profit now
as they would bLring in January or Febru-
ary, when the priers are likely to be higher.
It may be that the department is holding
these ecattle in order to obtain a greater
revenue. If that is so, it may tkrow a
different light on the point raised by the
member for North-East Fremantle.

Mr. Money: Beef is scarce in January.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: If these cattls will
held their condition and ean be put on the
market in January, it may be that instead
of there being a loss on thia other concern,
there will be a profit.

The Minister for Works: I expeet that
is the case,

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Government property sales fund
receipts, £1,003,802 7s. ld.—agreed to.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Progress reported.

STATE TRADING CONCERNS.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W.
J. George—Murray-Wellington [12.50]: 1
move—

That the Speaker do now leave the
Chair for the purpose of considering the
Estimates of State Trading Concerns in
Committee of Supply.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You have just re-
ported progress on the Estimates; now you
want to go back on to Estimates again.

The Minister for Mines: The Minister is
merely going to introduce them.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result;—

Ayes 19
Noes 12
Majority for 7
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Mr. Angwin Mr. Maley

Mr. Broun Mr. Mitchell

Mr, Draper Mr. Money

Mr. Duff Mr. Nairn

Mr. Foloy Mr, Pickering

Mr, George Mr., Plesse

Mr. Griffiths Mr. Scaddan

Mpr, Harrison Mr. Stubbs

Mr. Hlckmott Mr. Hardwick

Mr. Hudson (Teclier.)

Noga.

Mr. Angwin Mr. Rocke

Mr. Chesson Mr. Troy

Mr. Colller Mr. Willcock

Mr. Holman Mr. Wilson

Mr. Jones Mr. Q'Loghlen

Mr. Lambert {Teller.)
Mr. Lutey

Question thus passed.

In Committee of Supply.

Mr. Foley in the Cbair, Hon. W. J.
George, Minister for Works, in charge of
the Votes.

' Vole—State brickworks, £13,600.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon, W,
J. George — Murray-Wellington) |12.55] :
The State brickworks are in full swing and
are making geod sales at what we consider
satisfactory prices. The estimated reeeipts
for the year will amount to £15,500 ard the
cstimated expenditure will be £13,600, The
oxpenditure shows an inerease of £3,402.
This is in consequence of extra wages and
material being required to maintain our
output. The bricks produced at the State
brickworks are recognised as a first-class
article and they are coming into full favour
right through the building trade. I have
kept prices down. I have not allowed them
to soar so high as they might easily have
done, beeause I held it was more important
to encourage building and to keep em-
ployment going than to make a few
pounds or even a few thousand pounds. The
loss on the brickworks during last year
amounted to £1,435 after making provision
for all charges. The depreciation was
£1,151 and interest £1,515. Members will
sec, therofore, that the brickworks last
year paid depreciation but were able to
contribute only £80 towards the interest
bill. There is no doubt that 2 considerable
and respeetable and also a legitimate profit
will be made during the year now hefore
us.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [12.58]: I move—

That progress be reported.

The Minigter for Works: The Premier
desired that these items should be intro-
dunced in order that we might get on a little
further with the Estimates,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon, W, €., Angwin: Is it permissible for
the Minister to diseuss a motion for pro-
gress §

T T The CHAIRMAN: No.

Motion put and negatived.

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN (North-East Ire-
mantle) [1.0]: The Premier said that
these Estimates would merely be introduced,
and that no attempt would be made to earry
them through. I expect the Premier to keep
a promise when he makes it. There has-been
a good deal of complaint regarding the man-
agement of the State Brickworks, com-
plaint direeted not so much against the
officers of the works as against the Gov-
ernment.  Undoubtedly the works have not
been operated in the manner most beneficial
to the building trade. The demand for bricks
has been strong, and the State Brickworks
have done very little to meet that demand.

The Minister for Works: We have been
making ol the bricks we ecan,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: That may be so
now, but it was not the case all throngh
the year. On scanning the balance sheet one
can only come to the econclusion that the
works have not been operated to their full
capacity as they should have been, having
regard to the nmumber of bricks sold during
the past 12 months. The Government failed
to risc to the occasion. They had the chance
of a life time, and missed it. Troe, the
building trade was dead for a little while;
but the Government had not the foresight
to prepare for the revival, It was well
known that large numbers of brieks would
be required for soldiers’ homes, but the
Government made no provision to supply
that demand. If the brickworks had been
worked in the best interests of the State dur-
ing the last financial year, they would have
made a profit, instead of showing a loss of
£1,435.

The Minister for Works: T would defy
you or anyone else to make a profit in the
circumstances of last year.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: If there had been
bricks in atock, they could have been sold
at a profit.

The Minister for Works: We made all the
hricks we could. We could not make any
MOTE.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: Does the Min-
ister mean to tell me that bricks were turned
ont at the rate of 600,000, or 700,000 per
month during the whole of last yeart

The Minister for Works: No, of course
not.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The kilns would
torn out that quantity.

The Minister for Works:
not get the men.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: All the other
hrickworks were closed down. Where were
all the men?

The Minister for Works:
staeks full,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: To say that men
eonld not he pot is an exeuse that will
not avail the Minister. Men could have

But we could

We had our
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been trained for the work, as they were be-
fore; and then the works would have shown
& profit,

The Minister for Works:
at 40s. per thousand.

Hon, W. ¢, ANGWIN: TYes, A profit
has been, phown with bricks at 40s. per
thousand, 1 do mot say that that price would
be payable now, sceing that wages have
increased. But at the time the State brick-
works were selling at 40s. per thousand,
they showed o good profit.

The Minster for Works: = Only for about
four weeka,

Hon., W. C. ANGWIN: That is the only
period doring which they worked at full
strength. The only occasion on which they
worked for a month right through, 'they
manufactured their bricks at——

The Minister for Works: At £1 123 10%(.
per thousand.

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN: No. If I had
thought the Minister was going to raise the
-question of eost, I would have had the figures
here, 1 have particnlars of the cost of the
bricks for 13 months, each month separately.
During the period the brickworks were oper-
ated at full strength, the cost of the bricks
was £1 25, 6d. per thousand, apart from over-
head charges,

The Minister for Works: During May of
1916 they cost £1 25 6d. per thousand with-
out overhead charges, With overhead
-charges, the cost came to £1 1ls. :0d.

Mr. Pickering: Was that on trucks?

Hon. W. §, ANGWIN: No. That was the
eost of manufacturing the bricks. A selling
price of 40s. per thousend paid well at that
eost of production,

The AMinister for Works: But the works
could not coutinue te make briecks at that
-eost.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: They could havo
done so if they had had the vecessary orders
to carry them on, Moreover, they were under
the disability of their men leaving for the
war; new men had eontinually to be trained
far the work. At that fime all the kilns in
the State were working at full strength;
‘but, later, various kilns closed down, and the
Government could easily have secured men
0 keep the State works in full operation for
12 months.  Then the undertaking would
have shown @« handseme profit, instead of a
loss of £1:34,

The Minister for Works: T can prove that
we did everything possible.

Hou. W. C. ANGWIN: The Minister, or
‘those in charge of the works, fniled to exam-
ine carefuliy into the prospects of the bnild-
ing trade. The Government shonld put in
another kiln there to make bricks for inside
walls.

The Minister Lfor Works: We put up two
‘Scoteh kilns which cost £3,000.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The machines are
‘there to turn out the Dricks and those
machines could have been kept fully oceupied.
Instead of that, hnilding remained for
gome time without being completad, and no
attempt was made to see that the work was

[66]

Not with bricks

_these works.

earricd on.  That meant a loss not only to
the State but also to those who were eupaged
in the hoilding trade, Other kilns have sinee
been started, and the comsequence is that we
show o loss of £1,400 which could have been
avohded.

‘The Minister for Works: It eould not have
been aveided.

on, W, C.
ol opinion.

The Minister for Werks: You do not know;
you only think, I know,

Hon. W, €, ANGWIN: I give way to the
Minister on engineering matters, but I think
L can teach him semething in this respect.
I notice also that some comments have heen
made by the auditer with regard to the
Lalanee sheet, though it is nothing serious,
The bricks which have heen turned out aug
the State works arc as good as any on the
market, and the contractors who wonld not
lool at them a few yoars ago are now nore
than anxious to get these bricks. lJven the
gecondl class bricks are almost as good as the
tirst, so I am told, and there is no doubt
that the works bid fair to become very suc-
ergstul.  This is one of the industries which
the Labour party brought into existence. I
woticeld a bittle time back that the Govern-
ment advertised for a manager, What was
the advertisement for? There was a manager
there at the time, and he was under an agree-
ment to the Government.  The Governmeut
would act wisely if they took steps to extend
They are hetter situated than
any other in ihe State and they ‘ean muke
hricks with less handling of wmaterial than
at any other works. The vesult iz that they
should be made cheaper than elsewhere. If
the building trade keeps up there is no doubt
that we shall have in these Drickworks a
saurce of considerable profit to the Sinte.
The large area of land on which the works
are established eontains a very large de-
posit of valuable clay, and there is nothing
hetter to be found anywhere. There are dif-
ferent kinds of clay there, and it is possible
to turn out fire bricks as well. The manager
who ia there understands his job and under-
stands it well. He iz an cugineer as well as
a hrickmaker, nnd constructed various kilns
in Victoria and Knows the business from A
to Z. I feel confident that if he is given
a free hand he will make these works second
to none in the State. The Estimates show
that only a very amall profit is anticipated,
but T hope the result will be hetter than the
Minister expects.

ANGWIN: That is 8 motter

Mr. LUTEY (Brownhill-Ivanhoe) [1.18]:
I belisve we are on the right track in eon-
nection with the brick works, but if there
had heen sympathetic management they
would have been in a hetter nosition than
we find them in to-day. There hias not been
Tehind the worlis that enthusiasm which
should have heen necessary to make them 1
pronounced success, I know My, Bradshaw.
On the mechanieal side he i8 one of the best
men who could be sceured for the position.
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I am suspicious regarding this particular
trading concern, because I have seen the tac-
tics of other Governments in Australin Tes-
pecting the same class of work, I remenn-
ber that in Vietoria, some years ago, the
brick eembine and the huilders had the peo-
ple by the throat and were charging enor-
moug prices for bricks. The Premier of the
day, ““Tommy’' DBent, threatencd to start
State brick works, but when vested interests
got to work it was decided to supply bricks
to the Government at a satisfactory price
whila still keeping a hold on the throat of
the general commuaity.

The Minister for Works: There is nothing
of that sort here.

Me. LUTEY: When we consider the un-
compromiging attitude on the part of mem-
bers opposite towards State  trading eon-
coerng, we are bonnd to be suspicions.

The Minister for Works: Nothing bot fair
May has bheen given to the concerns,

Mr, LUTEY: In Victoria, as I say, the
Government by their threats seenred better
trentment from the combine, although the
peaple were still lott at the merey of those
brigands. In New South Wales also the com-
hine had the people by the throat, but the
State Govermment took on the werk of brick
making themselves and saved many thous.
ands of poumds. At the present time iu thig
State the builders cannot get brieks. I feel
sure that, had foresight been exereised, the
position to-lay  woull have hbeen  different.
The necessity for a large quantity of bricks
could eagily have been foreseen, notwith-
sianding “which there 18 to-day virtnally a
famine in bricks in this State and the State
Lirick works are not in a position to supply
tlie demand.

The Minister for Works: We are supply-
ing 140,000 bricks per week.

My, LUPEY: 1t wounld he much better if
we were sapplying 280,000,

Mr. Chesson: They are wot working st
thair full capaeity even now,

Mr. LUTEY: T can hardly believe that
that is 8o,

Me, Jonegs: Yes, they conld put on an-
other shitt. .

Mr. LUTEY: While the demand is lere,
why is the other shift not put on?

The Minister for Works: We have not the
plant or the machinery.

Mr. LUTEY: The machinery
manufaetnred,
©The Minister for Works:
money to come from?

Mr, LUTEY: You have the demand for
as many bricks as ean possibly be torned out.
The present affords an opportunity for
building up the trade. Tf- it werc desired
to get the machinery, the finding of the
money woud not e an insuperable obstaele.
If the bricks were available for building T
am satisfied theve would be a large number
of these men who would quickly be in em-
ployment. If the orders for machinery have
not been placed I hope the Ministry will im-
mediately give them either in Vietoria or
clsewhore so that the machinery may be in-

could Dbe

Where is the
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stalled as quickly as possible to supply th
demand. The member for North-East Fre
mantle referred to the fact that it was lac
of statesmanship that greater atocks had nc
been made np, and the yards kept going i
times gone by in anticipation of this rus
of work. [t needs no prophet to say that i
the next few years there will be o great de
mand for bricks. In any case orders for th
machinery I have mentioned should be tele
graphed so that there may be as little dela;
as possible in overtaking the demand, I hav
heard traders saying that firms in Australi
did not take the advantage they should hav
taken of the position created by the wa
when they had almost absolute protection af
forded to thewm. They had no competitio
ant they had sole control of the trade, Lu
they did not take advantage of the oppor
tunity of manufacturing their machinery i
large enough quantitics or at a fair enougl
price in order to obtain a sonnd foeting h
the manufacturing world of Aunstralia, Som
of the firms did not do this, but T believe tha
if the Minister will make representations ti
the firem that supplies this class of machiner)
it would put forward n strenuous effort to se
that it was provided. Referenee bas beet
made to the manager of the brickworks, Mr
Braashaw. I am convinced that if the Min
ister would ingtal the neccssary machiners
this officer would be able to procecd with the
produetion of more bricks in order to meet
the demand in thig State , This is a matte
which is well worthy of discussion beeause
the whole basis of our ceconomic system i
involved, The whole management of the
honschold is an economic guestion, 1 couli
have thvown my hat in the air when T saw
the announcement by the late Labour Govern
ment that they intended to go in for the
mannfaeture  of  bricks, T have kecnly
watched the position in the Fnstorn States.
Tw New Sonth Wales, irrespective of the
strenvows attempt that was mailde to prevent
the Govermment from manufacturing bricks
and despite the eriticism of the press and
every obstaele being placed in  their way,
they went on with the business and saved
New South Wales wmany thousands of
pounds, Vietoria did not go so far, The
late Premier, Mr. Thomas Bent. bluffed the
people and as soon as he hadl dene what he
wanted he had ne further eoncern nbout the
general publie, The same tling applics to
the question of coal in Vietorin. Tnstend] of
this heing utilised for the bencfit of the peo-
ple it was only used in one direction. T hope
this qnestion will receive the careful eon-
sideration of the Minister for Works so that
the bricks that are required for building in
this State can be turned out, and that peo-

- ple ean eontinue an industry which at pre-

sent is being strangled through the Iack of
bricks.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (MHou. W.
J.  George—AMurray-Wellington—in  reply)
[1.387: The member for North-East [re-
mantle made some remarks regarding the
management of these briek works. T am
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satislied that if he knew of the circomstances
in connection with them, sueh as 1 could
show him, he would be qmte satisfled that
there wad little canse for complaint in that
respect.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: I would have said
nothing if you had reported progress.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The mem-
ber for Brownhill-Ivanhoe thinks that the
Government have not taken up a sympathetic
attitude in this matter. I say emphatically,
and if Mr. Bradshaw were here he would
support me, that at cvery opportunity
cverything has been done in  conneetion
with the supply of brieks that could be done.
He has had to meet tromendous handieaps.
The difficulty has been to keep a full staft
cmployed. If we could keep a full staff on
the works, we should be able to turn out
180,000 bricks a week, bot we have not heen
able to keep a full staff and, conscquently,
owr eosts have goue up. During the last 12
months, in order to keep the men there, we
have built four cottages at a cost of £1,200,
for cach of which we receive 7s. 6d. per week
rent. We are going to provide further ae-
commodation in order to make the conditions
of life such that men will be content to stay
there. Tnder the circumstances, we cannot
make bricks regularly at the low cost of 22s.
6d. per thousand, coXelugive of overhead
charges. The bricks are now costing about
29g. & thousand, or with overhend charges 43s.
per thousand, and we ave selling them for
48s, to 53s. a thousand. The whole of the
output of the brickworks up to the 1lst April
next hss been sold.

Vote put and passed.
[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Progress reported.

BILL—PRICES REGULATION,

Returned froin the Couneil with requested
amendments.

MOTION—PARLIAMENTARY ALLOW-
ANCE, to INCREASE.

Mr. WILSON (Collie) [1.45]:

That in the opinion of this Honse, the
Parliamentaly allowanee made to members
is inadequate and should he Immediately
in¢reased.

I move—

T make no apology for introdueing this
motion, which has for its object the payment
of a better allowance to members of Parlia-
ment. When the late Sir John Forrest, the
then Premier, introduced his Payment of
Members Bill in this House in 1900, he is
reported in ‘‘Hansard’’ as having made the
foilowing remarks—

We are willing to consider this matter
in the light of the precedents established
in other parts of the world, especially in
other parts of Australia. T do not desire,
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becanse I liave an opinion on this matier
which may not be nceeptable to others, to
be obstinate or press my idea unduly; [
am willing to be guided hy the precedents
elsewhere rather than follow my opinions
in o matter of this sort.
T hope wewmbers of this Ilouse will view the
matter with the same open mind as the late
Sir John Iorrest, and will 1liscuss it from
the standpoint of the principle of the pay-
ment of members. The allowanee granted to
members is £300 per year, but when one
considers the election expenses which a mem-
ber has to incur and the subsequent calls
upon hig purse, cne finds that the average
member iy dett with an allowance that is
not equal to an llldlllal} labourer’s wage.
The lile of a Parlinment is three years. Mem-
hers know that to fight an clection vosts at
least £100. Yhen there are many charity calls
upon menthers. I do not wish to inflate my
estimate but I am safe in saying that any
member who gets off with & mimdmum of
£20 a year for charity ealls is an cxceedingly
lncky man.  To be well within the mark, lct
us say that he donates £50 to charities dur-
ing his three years’ term, That, plus the
cost of contesting the election, represents an
outlay of £150, so that his allowance for
each of the three years
something like £250 Tet uy
the case of a country member,
stand the allowanee was intended to
permit a . member and his family to
live in a certain degrece of comfort. I do
not ask for anything in the way of luxury.
A man who caters parliamentary life with
the idea of getting luxury, and who has ne-
thing outside his zi.llnwancc to depend upen,
will find himself grievously disappointed. I
ghall take my own case as typical of' that of
many members who at present oceupy scats
in this Honse. It is all very well for the
man who has a profession behind him, or
who ia able to carry on his business and at
the same time atiend to his parlinmentary
duties, but we must not overlook the man
who formerly was a miner, working on the
goldfields or in the coal mines, or the case of
the man who formely earned a livelikood in
the timber mills, Soch men, having been
cleeted to Parliament, cannot foilow their
previous avocations, and T maintain it is op
to the Government to see that they receive
a decent allowance to enable them and their
families to live. Some people argne that the
duties of members of Parlinment do not ve-
quire them to work the whole year round. I
gay advigedly that the member of Parliament
who does his work conscientiously with a
desire to do justice to bis eonstituents, must
work every week in, the vear.

Mr. Jones: And scven days a week, too.

Myr. WILSON: That is my experience; I
find that I do not even get Sunday to

averages
vonsider
T undera

myself, andl I TDelieve that 49 other
memhers in  this House are in preeisely
the same vposition. This being =0, it is

up to the Government to see that members
are adequately recompensed for their labours.
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A country member comes to Perth, and it
costs him suvluething to live here—at a very
low estimate, £2 per week. That leaves him,
out of his salary, something like £2 17s.
per week to keep things going at home.
Reully, a member of IParliament is paid
wwler 10s. per day, or less than hod-carriers
or even soine boys are now earning.  Then it is
said that wmembers of Parlinment have vari-
ous privileges. The only privilege 1 know
of iy that of paying up. Certainly one has
a gold railway pass; but that merely repre-
sents, to the average member, his fare to
and from his work. To a man in a large
business the pasg nmy be of material beue-

fit, saving him from the uecessity of
putting  his  hand  in his  poeket  fer
ailway  expenses, which  the  business
should  heay. But the man who is

in [arliament hecause he has been sent there
by the workers has no use for the pass other
than that of travelling to Perth to do his
work for themt and going home again. Dur-
ing his recent eandidature for a sent in the
Legislative Couneil My, Lovekin pubiished a
manitesto which, among many other state-
ments, contained the following:—-

It was suggested that members of Par-
liament infended to  inerease their own
salaries. He was opposed to that. Par-
linmentarious were adequately paid. Mem-
hers of Parlininent had the opportunity of
doiug a day’s work bofore entering upon
their Parliamentary duties,

How ean any shne man write such g thing?
Tmagine wme working one day in a mine at
Colije—say DMouday—and then eatehing the
8 p.m. train and travelling all night in order
to he bere on Puesday!  That is what Mr.
Lovekin supgests.  Tven it [ could follow
hiz advice, where am T to find an employer
willing to employ me for one day in cach
week because I have a seat in Parliament$
My, Lovekin’s manifesto proceeds—
They worked about four months of the
vear, and should really not work more
than twe months if they put aside the
party bickerings. ] ’
T understand that this gentleman occupied
practicaily a whole evening ou the firat day
he sat in Parlinment. Was he indulg-
ing  in - Dickering? His wanifesto  fur-
ther states that wmembers of Parliament have
‘tyarious other privileges.’’ Can  anyone
tell me what privileges a wmember of Parlia-
ment has other than the gold pass?

Mr. Angelo: Sitting up all wnight,

Mr. WILSON: Just here Tet me sav that
people may argue members of Parliament
knew when they went wp for clection what
galaries tihey would receive, My reply is
that I, for one, Aid not know that the cost
of living was geing to inercase all the time.
Further, T am elected by the people, who
are the judges of the man they want here.
Having elected me, the people of the coun-
try have a duty to see that T am adequately
paid for my work. When moving the second
reading of the Parliamentary Allowances
Rill on the 2nd February, 1911, the late *Tr,
Frank Wilson, who was then Premier, said—

[ASSEMBLY.]

T often have to ask myself as to whether
Wwe are paying members a reasonable sal
ary for their services; and [ fael that

we copunund work from members in  this

House at any rate of onr Legislature whieh

s strennons in the extreme. At auy rate,

during the Inst three or four months it has

hoen strenuous so far as members on the

Government side are coneerned, and I be-

lieve that members on the Opposition side

have made it very strenuous for them-
sclves, [However, the fact remains that
there ia a great amount of work demanded
from hon, members, and T must conclnde
that the sum that has been paid as honor-
arium, or salary, if we like to term it such,
both to wembers and Winisters, is totally
inndequate for the time they give. A sal-
ary of £200 a vear—

It was £200 then—

—is not sofficient for hou. members to live

on decently; iun faet, it is not sufficient

for them to live on at all; and, although

T approve myselt of hou, members utilising

their abilitics, their undoubted abilities,

in earning additional income for them.
selves, yol we have to recognise that some
hen. members cannot do that, that their
time is fully oeccupied and they have not
the facilities for taking on temperary work
during recess,
Those words are as true
they were uttered. Many
not do  work Auring the
the late Mr. Frank Wilson
nised that fact; and most members of
the present Govermment recognise it, see-
ing that they voted with him, It is
stated  that during the last election
candidates were followed round Dby pro-
fessed adherents of the Labour party, who
asked questions as to reduetion of Parlia-
mentary saiaries. They had no authority to
de so. In this connection let me quote the
monthpicee of the Labour party in 1911, Mr.
Scaddan. TIn sapporting the Parliamentary
Allowances Bill he said—
I am prepared to accept the Bill a0 far

as it provides £300 for members; still T

lwold the opinion that £400 would he ade-

gquate remuneration for the services mem-
bers render to the country,

That was said in 1911, and the cost of food-
stuffs and other commodities has increased
by ucarly 300 per cent. since that time, 1
have here outtings from the newspapers of
1011 showing that in those days o hundred-
weight of eorned beef comld be bought for
£1. T have also the prices of commodities in
a uumber of Perth shops at that time, and
the figures show that prices have sgince in-
creased by from 50 to 100 per cent. Next,
there is the question of who is to deal with
this matter. Some people say it should be
left to a referendum of the people. Tn 1911
some members of Parlinment wanted to refer
the question to the peonle in that way, But
only one of those members is in Parliament
to-day.  The peoanle would not have them

any more, Mr. Frank Wilson said—
T leave the measvre in the hands of the

Houge to deal with as they may deem hest

to-day as when
members  ean-
recess; and
fully recog-
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their abilities, their undoubtel

avcording to their consciences.
In Greot Britain & member of Parliament
reeeives £400 per asunom, and there is an
agitation ut home for a considerable increase.
I bave here a eutting from the & West Aus-
tralian’? of the 9th November, stating that—

The EBritish Miners’ Federation is
subsidising those miners who are mem-
bers of the IHouse of Commons, making

the total salary of each member £600 a

year, nnd adding travelling expenses,
Our Federal memnbers, ns we all know, re-
ceive £600 a year; and I believe that
Senator Lyuch has taken up the cudgels on
the ground that the payment is inadequate.

Mr. O'Loghlen : They are on a good
wicket. *

My, WILSON: 1 am satisfied that the
Federal galavy will be increased. In New
South Wales members reccive £500 each per
annum and free railway pass. Members of
tbe Queenslund Parliament have during the
last few days had their salaries raised from
£300 to £300. [In addition, they reecive
free railway pass, and travelling expenses
to and from the place of unomination in
cach clectorate, The leader of the Queens-
land Opposition reeceives an allowance of
£200 per annum in addition to his ordinary
remuneration; and members other than
those in receipt of official salaries receive
a further £2 per month to cover cost of
postage and telegrams.  Queensland mem-
bers get £524¢ per annum in addition to
travelling expenses to and from the place
of nomination ju the electorate. We, at
the present time, receive £300 per annum.
T am one of those who believe in either one
thing or the othér. We should either have
payment of members and make that pay-
ment adeguate, or we shonld do away with
it altogether. I could not seeure employ-
ment and devote the necessary attention
to the affairs of my eclectorate, as somc
members are able to do. If it were possible
for me to securc employment outside, I
would only be able to work for a time be-
canse the attention whick I would have to
‘devote to my parliamentary duties wonld
prevent me from- fully ecarrying oot any
other duties that I might engage in. On
the other hand, if T devoted the whole of
my time to employment outside, the inter-
ests of my clectors would snffer. As T said
at-the opening of my rcmarks, I make no
apology for bringing this matfer forward.
1 consider that T am worth more than £300
us a member of Parliament. Out of that sum
T have to pay all my expenses. He iz a4 cheap
man who thinks he can earry out the
work associated with parliamentary duties

abilitics,

for this salary. I sinecerely trust the Pre--

mier wiil, before the session closes, intro-
duce a Bill whieh will have for its objeet
the inercasing of the salaries of members.
I am proclaiming from the housctops the
faet that the salary paid to members of
Parliament in this, State to-day is far from
sufficient. T am not ashamed of my poverty,
but I am ashamed of the salary which I am
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drawing as o representative of the people..
Barrington wrote u prologue for the open-
ing of a play house in New South Wales &
century ago and to paraphrase a couplet by
that poet [ would say—
True patriots all; for be it understood
We rule our country for our conntry’s
good,
It we «do our duty faithfully and well, then
we are entitied to botter remuneration than
we are receiving.

My, PICKERING (Sussex) [25]: I
have listened to the remarks of the hon.
mentber with mueh jotercst and I desire-
to say that I amn very muoch in accord with
what he hns said. It has becn argued by
som¢  hon. wmembers that there is  some:
sort of analogy between civil servants.
aml  members of Parlinment, but when
we econsider the lot of the member
of Parliament, we must arrive at  the
conclusion that there is no sueh analogy.
A member of Parlinment is demiciled be-
tween the cleetorate be represents and the
seit of government, and the expenses which,
are bneurred by members of Parliament in.
looking aftcr the business of their olector-
ate and attending to their duties in Parlia--
ment are considerable. Only last week L
had oceasion to go to Donnybrook to open
a bazaar and I ean assurc hon. members.
that it cost me nearly £5 to attend to that
little ceremony.

Hon. P. Collier: You got off lightly.

Mr. PICKERING : I suppose I did, when
we remember what pitfalls are always be-
fore members of Parliament. The member-
for Collie mentioned that we lhave a raii-
way pass, but T wounld like to remind hon..
members that we are not the only people
in Western Australia who are given free
passes over the railways. Every commer-
cial traveller who moves from one end of
the State to the other receives a free pass.
over the railways, and in addition to that
the firm he represents makes him an allow-
ance of at least £1 a day for travelling
expenses.

The Minister for Works: Where does he:
get his free pass from?

Mr. PICKERING: He receives it from
the firm hLe represents and by whom he is-
employed. Wa are employed by the people
of the State and they supply us with 3 free
pass, but we get nothing whatever in the-
shape of travelling allowances ag the com-
mereial man receives. Take the Estimates
we have just been considering. We find that
right throughout the civil sorviee grade in-
ercases liave been given and in connection
with the higher salaried officers we find that
in some instanees the inereases have heen
beyond those of grade. Tt iz thus gener-
ally conceded that inereases are required in
every walk of life te-day. That is how the
position appeals to me. The member for
Collie has given an excellent cxposition of
the casec and has covered the period since
1911 when the Premier and the then leader
of the Opposition spoke with regard to an:
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inerease in salaries. It will be generally
admitted that what has been said by the
member for Collic is quite correct. We
know that rents have advanced considerably
and we know also that we have to look for-
ward to further inereases in that directiom.
1If the cost of living continues to increase
as it has done in the past few years, it will
be impossible to buitd a home for a worker
and let it to him at anything less than 25s.
and even at that rental the accommodation
which will be provided will he poor. It has
been suggested that & member of Parliament
can find an oceupation in addition to that
for which he iz paid by the State, but as the
member for Collie says, unless a man has
- profession it is absolutely impossible for
im to obtain any additional emolument
ontside. What cmployer will engaye a mem-

ber or Parliament, remembering the limited

hours that a member of Parliament has at
his disposal to devote to any other service?
‘The greater part of his thme is taken up in
the fulfilment of the duties attaching to the
position he oceupies as a representative of
the people, and it is absolutely ncecssary
that, even when thc House is not sitting,
a member should attend to the dutics of his
constituency. T have foumd that out, too.
While 1 have been practising my profession
in Perth, I have found it necessary to
wisit my c¢onstituency at least once a week,
in order to attend to parlinmentary duties.
Tt will thus he scen that there is no re-
Inxation for a member of Parlinment. Sun-
dry matters crop np cvery day which cannot
be negleeted. The correspondence which has
‘to be attended to is very often considerable.
I have the reputation of being the third
biggest eorrezpondent in this IHouse.

Mr,. TLambert: You are the
‘talker.

Mr. PICKERING: T Ao not think that is
quite true, but cven if T am I claim that
I sit in this House and attend to my duties
‘gonseientionsly by listening to the debates
and giving the closest attention to Bills
which are placed before us, and I elaim
that I bave a perfect right to express my
views on any matter that eomes before the
Chamber. While I have that right I shall
not hesitate to excreise it, unless, of eourse,
I am ruled out of order, I regret that my
position as a member of the Country party
will not permit e to record my vote on the
motion of the member for Collic as I should
‘like to do. Wher I joined the Country
party T signed the platform, one of the
‘planks of which provides that the question
«of an increase in the salaries of members
of Parliament must be determined by means
-of a referendum to the people. I do not
‘hesitate to say, however, that it is guite im-
‘possible for a member of Parlinment to re.
-present his constituency adequately on the
paltry salary which he reccives to-day un-
‘less he possesses other sources of income.

On motion by the Minister for Works,
debate adjourned.

biggest

House adjourned at 2.10 em. (Fridoy).
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30

pan,, and read prayers,

AESENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Governor reeeived and
read notifyiig assent to the following Bills:

1, Merchant Shipping Acet Application Aeg
Amendment.

2, Land Tax and Income Tax.

3, Perth Mint Act Amendment.

4, Inchriates Act Amendment.

3, Licensing Act Amendment Aet Contin-
nance.

STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION.

Closec of Scssion.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. H. P. Colebateh—Enst) [4.35] I
move—

That for the remainder of the session
so much of the Standing Orders be ans-
pended as is necessary to ouable Bills to
be introduced and passed through all stages
at one sitting and messages from the As-
sembly to  he taken inte consideration
forthwith.

It is eustomary to submit a motion of this
kind in the closing days of the sessiom, and
ag it is hoped that the session will be brought
to o elose next week it is neecssary that the
motion should be carried. 1 need hardly as-
gure hon. wembers that, as in the past, it
will be applied, not only in deference to the
wighes of the majority, but also in defer-
ence to the wishes of any considerable min-
ority, The carrying of the motion is quite
necessary to aveid delay.

Hon. A. SANDERSON (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [4.37]: I shoul] like to take the
opportunity to ask the leader of the
IMouse whether he can indicate to us hig own
wishes in regard to Friday sittings. We all
appreciate thc manuer in which he tries to



